
EIP-AGRI Workshop
‘Opportunities for farm diversification in the 

circular bioeconomy’

DAY 1 – 6 FEBRUARY 2019

13:00 – 13:50 Welcome & introduction
• Ms. Sarah Watson, Lead facilitator. Warm up: who is in the room? 

• Mr. Darius Liutikas, Vice-minister - Ministry of Agriculture of Lithuania. Welcome to 

Lithuania

• Mr. Alberto D’Avino, European Commission DG AGRI. Introduction to DG AGRI and 

EIP-AGRI activities

• Interviews with:

o Mr. Paolo Mantovi, EIP-AGRI Operational Group representative

o Ms. Efthymia Alexopoulou, Researcher

o Mr. James Gaffey, BBI project representative

• Introducing the event programme and the Open Space opportunity, Ms. Sarah Watson

13:50 – 14:20 Presentations
• Mr. Liutauras Guobys, European Commission DG RTD. Introduction to the EU bio-

economy strategy, 

• Mr. Jose Ruiz ESPI, European Commission DG AGRI. Feedback on a workshop for 

policy makers on the integration of primary producers in the bio-economy, 

• Ms. Laura Jalasjoki, ENRD Contact Point. State of play on the ENRD Thematic Group 

on the bio-economy, 

14:20 – 14:40 The Bio-economy - a challenge and an opportunity for farmers
• Mr. Kevin O’Connor, Chairperson Scientific Committee BBIJU. Utilising 

relevant case studies to highlight practical opportunities for diversification 
into the bio-economy, focused on the farmer’s perspective.

14:45 – 15:45 Presentations of four projects to highlight the broad variety of work being 
undertaken under the circular bio-economy theme
• Mr. Johan Sanders, CEO of Sannovations - Developer of small-scale bio-economy 

systems.
• Ms. Lucrezia Lamastra, Researcher at Università Cattolica Del Sacro Cuore - involved in 

two Operational Groups.
• Mr. Fernando Sebastián Nogués, Coordinator of AGROINLOG - H2020 project
• Ms. Tuula Raukola - Involved in various innovative projects in circular bio-economy in 

Finland

15:50 – 16:20 Coffee break



Kevin O Connor
Scientific Committee BBIJU



The bioeconomy – A challenge and an opportunity for farmers

Prof. Kevin O Connor
Director BEACON SFI bioeconomy research centre Ireland

Chair of the Scientific Committee BBIJU
Member of Irish Bioeconomy Foundation



The transition from a fossil to a bioeconomy is widely 

recognized as a necessity, rather than an option

The transition



A sustainable bioeconomy 
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Bioeconomy is beyond just fossil replacement
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Bioeconomy for soil health
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Farmers are central to the bioeconomy

Biomass producers/harvesters are invisible/@ bottom of value chain

Stimulate, re-organise, re-educate, innovate

Feedstock, processing technologies, products, markets
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EXILVA
Norway

• Nanocellulose at industrial scale - Microfibrilated celluose (MFC)

• Sector: Home and personal care, adhesives, agrochemicals, 

detergents, coatings

• Challenges:

⎻ Processing of wood into MFC

⎻ Operation of world‘s first MFC industrial plant (2000 tons/year)



Developing a dairy side stream biorefinery
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Conclusion• Bioeconomy presents new opportunities and challenges for farmers and rural 

communities

• Farmers must organize and educate themselves to avail of the opportunity

• Farmers should not simply be biomass suppliers but shareholders in the new 

businesses

• New value chains within the bioeconomy require cooperation of biomass 

producers, industry, policy makers and researchers

• Policy can enable farmer participation and benefit in the new bioeconomy 

Conclusion



Thank you


