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In order of the programme 

Speakers 
 

 
 

Rob Peters 

European Commission, DG Agriculture and Rural Development 

Rob Peters joined the European Commission in 1988 and has mostly worked 
on policy analysis, development and implementation in the field of agriculture 

and rural development in DG AGRI. Since 1st of January 2014 he is head of 
the newly created Research and Innovation unit, AGRI-H5, with responsibility 

for agricultural research and the European Innovation Partnership for 
agricultural productivity and sustainability. 

 

 

 

 

Giuseppe Pan 

Minister of Agriculture – Veneto Region, Italy 

Giuseppe Pan is an Italian politician, serving as Minister of Agriculture of 

Veneto Region from 2015. Born in Vicenza in 1962, he is a graduate of the 
University of Padova with a specialization in Agricultural and Forestry field. In 

1997 Pan received his first administrative tasks in the Municipality of Cittadella 
(Padova), where he was reelected as Major in 2012. During the last 20 years, 

he promoted several projects related to tourism and territorial promotion, 

especially in this area. Furthermore, he was President of the Association Walled 
Towns of Veneto and he was nominated as member of the Regional Technical 

Commission on Environment.  At the beginning of his career, he was chemistry 
and enology professor in different High Schools based in Veneto. Through this 

professional experience, he started enjoying the challenge and the importance 
of research, helping students to grow their own knowledge and to share 

expertise. From 2015 Pan is dealing with agricultural, fishing and hunting 
policies by the Veneto Region. 

 
 
 

Inge Van Oost 

European Commission, DG Agriculture and Rural Development 

Inge Van Oost is policy officer at the European Commission, Directorate 
General Agriculture and Rural Development (DG AGRI). She has been setting-

up and is now supporting the implementation of the European Innovation 
Partnership "Agricultural Productivity and Sustainability" (EIP-AGRI), in 

particular as regards cross-cutting aspects and rural development. As member 

of the DG AGRI Taskforce "Research and Innovation" she was instrumental in 
shaping DG AGRI's research and innovation approach and Horizon 2020 work 

programmes, and developed the new concepts "multi-actor approach" and 
"thematic networks". In her former post at the Commission she was policy 
officer in the Direct Support Unit and the Cross Compliance Unit, responsible 
for cross-compliance, the Farm Advisory System and interlinking with the Rural 

Development policy.     
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Before working at the Commission Inge Van Oost was coordinator of the 

demonstration projects at the Directorate-General for Agriculture and 
Horticulture of the Flemish Region. There she drafted rural development 

measures and designed the farm advisory system. In the meantime she was 
evaluator of many agricultural research projects and member of diverse 

selection committees. In the former federal Belgian Administration for 
Agriculture she served the Secretariat-General as coordinator of the 

Horticultural Chain, dealing with chain management, food quality, traceability 

and safety, sustainability of production methods, communication with 
consumers and much more.  

Before joining the administration, she worked as a farm advisor, and after a 
while as coordinator of the advisory team. Based in an applied research 

institute, the team did not only advise farmers, but also designed and 
implemented experiments and on-farm demonstration projects. 

 
 

 

Mark Redman 

EIP-AGRI Service Point 

Mark Redman is a free-range rural development enthusiast and expert with 
over 25 years of experience in research, consultancy and teaching.  He has a 

background in practical agriculture, with a PhD in Soil Science (1991) from the 
University of Edinburgh, UK.  Since 1999 he has supported the development 

of agri-environment schemes, environmental legislation and Rural 
Development Plans in over 15 countries, both pre- and post-EU accession.  He 

has worked closely with the European Network for Rural Development (ENRD) 

and several national rural networks since 2009, and as a lead facilitator / 
independent expert with the EIP-AGRI Service Point since 2013.  Born and 

bred in the pastoral landscapes of south-west England, he now lives in the 
mountains of southern Transylvania, Romania. 

 

 

Presentations from the Operational Groups 

 Organic dock control – development and implementation with  

 clearwing moths – Austria 
 

 

Patrick Hann  

Managing director MELES GmbH   

Patrick Hann is agroecologist, and, since 2014, managing director of MELES 

GmbH - Consulting Engineers for Biology (www.melesbio.at). The office 

initiates and manages scientific projects in the field of agroecology and offers 
services to farmers and other customers, e.g. monitoring soil pests and 

planning biodiversity enhancing measures in agricultural landscapes. MELES is 
co-initiator of the Operational Group “Organic dock control”, provides scientific 

support and coordinates the innovation project on clearwing moths. Patrick 
Hann studied Biology at the University of Vienna and wrote his master thesis 

and dissertation on organic dock control in grassland with the dock leave 
beetle. From 2002 to 2014 he was part of the research staff of Bio Forschung 

Austria, conducting projects in the topics organic pest management with focus 

on soil-living pests, impact of climate change on agricultural pests and nature 
conservation in agriculture. 
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Robust lamb (OG ROBUSTAGNO) – Midi-Pyrénées, France 

 

 
 

Sophie Huby 

Coop de France Midi-Pyrénées  

Sophie Huby is a coordinator and Project leader (14 years of experience) on 

the Federation of the agricultural cooperatives into the Midi-Pyrénées region. 
She has often managed workshops on strategy of the regional sheep industry. 

She has managed or been involved in several national and regional agricultural 
development programs on “tools of advices in sheep industry” and “quality 

product”. And she’s also specialized on financial agricultural public programs.  

 

 

 

Jean-Marc Gautier 

Institut de l’Elevage  

Jean-Marc Gautier is a senior coordinator and Project leader (20 years of 

experience) at the French livestock institute. He has managed or been involved 
in several national and regional research programs on “lamb mortality” and 

“record management”. He has a strong knowledge in sheep production and 
herd management. He is specialized in lamb health, preventive measures 

(good practices) and sheep precision farming. Since 2009, he has been the 
coordinator of the national joint unit “Small Ruminant Health Management” 

(UMT “Santé des Petits Ruminants”), federating INRA, National Vet School 

(ENVT) and Institut de l’Elevage teams in charge of ruminants health. Since 
2014, he leads the EAAP working group on “lamb and kids survival” - 

http://www.eaap.org/index.php/presentation/scientific-
structure/commissions-working-groups/working-group-lamb-and-kid-survival. 

LinkedIn: https://fr.linkedin.com/in/gautierjm  

 

Winter Harvest: Seasonal, energy-extensive and innovative vegetable 
production – Austria 

 

 

 
 

Veronika Haslinger 

Ecoplus. Food Cluster of Lower Austria  

Veronika Haslinger has been a Project Manager in the ecoplus.Food Cluster of 

Lower Austria, a platform for food retailers, producers, consulting and 

academic institutions, in Lower Austria since 2011. She develops, supervises 
and accompanies cooperative projects between science and industry and 

between industry and consultants. Moreover, she is also focused on the 
organization and moderation of specialist events for target groups. From the 

end of 2013 until the beginning of 2015 she was director of the Food Cluster 
of Lower Austria, providing maternity cover for the then Cluster Manager.  

The studied Agronomist (educated in Vienna and Ancona, Italy), auditor for 
ISO 9001 and trained controller worked in a large retail organization for 

vegetables near Vienna until 2008. There she was focused in establishing a 

quality management system for food production, an ERP and controlling  
system and was the operational contact for Organic production.  

Before her maternity leave, she switched branches for one year, using her 
extensive management experience, as CEO of a start-up company in the field 

of architectural visualization. 

http://www.eaap.org/index.php/presentation/scientific-structure/commissions-working-groups/working-group-lamb-and-kid-survival
http://www.eaap.org/index.php/presentation/scientific-structure/commissions-working-groups/working-group-lamb-and-kid-survival
https://fr.linkedin.com/in/gautierjm
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Alexandra Depisch 

BIO AUSTRIA – Association of Austrian Organic Farmers 

Alexandra Depisch recently started to work as an advisor for organic vegetable 

production at BIO AUSTRIA. Part of her work will be the coordination and 
support of the operational group „Winter harvest – Seasonal, energy extensive 

and innovative vegetable production“. She completed her Bachelors degree in 
„agricultural sciences“ at the University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences 

in Vienna. Moreover she is a graduate of the High school of Horticulture and 

Landscape Design Schönbrunn in Vienna with the focus in „market gardening“. 

 

 

Population Management (OG Animal Genetic Resources) – Schleswig-Holstein, 
Germany 

 

 

Stefanie Klingel 

Arche Warder – Zentrum für alte Haus- und Nutztierrassen e.V. 

Stefanie Klingel works at Arche Warder - center for rare and endangered 
domestic animals since 2007. As head of the education and public relation- 

team she is in charge of educating and informing the general public about the 
genetic diversity of domestic animals. She has a degree in education and has 

focused on sustainability. She represents the Lead Partner of the project 

“Population management” of the operational group “Animal Genetic 
Resources” funded by the European Innovation Partnership ‘Agricultural 

productivity and sustainability’ (EIP AGRI). 

  

 

 
 

Sowah Addo 

Institute for animal breeding and husbandry (CAU) – Kiel, 

Germany 

A research assistant at the Institute of Animal Breeding and Husbandry of the 
Christian Albrechts University of Kiel, Germany. Obtained master’s degree in 

Agricultural Science and in Animal Breeding and Genetics after a successful 
completion of the European Master in Animal Breeding and Genetics (EM-ABG) 

programme. Recently joined the OG “Animal Genetic Resources” focusing on 
pedigree analysis and the conservation of rare livestock breeds. 

 

 

 
 

Ulrike Duchâteau 

Innovation Office EIP Agrar Schleswig-Holstein 

Ulrike Duchâteau joined the Innovation office EIP Agrar in Schleswig-Holstein, 
a federal state in the north of Germany in August 2014 just after setting up 

this office  as assistant. The innovation office works on behalf of the 
Agricultural Ministry (MELUR) in Kiel and is located at the chamber of 

agriculture in SH. It supports the EIP-Process in SH, the operational groups  
on the path to a successful project and best results, the networking, knowledge 

transfer and public relations. The main tasks of Ulrike Duchâteau are the 
assistance of the operational groups  for project proposals and project 
handling, especially in accounting and documentation.  

>> 
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She has a scientific background and studied Agricultural sciences with a focus 

in economics at the University of Bonn and holds a degree as an engineer. 
From 1986 up to 1989 she works at the German Institut for Dairy Research, 

mainly on a study about the German and international milk market, in 
particular about the consumer behavior. In the last years Ulrike Duchâteau has 

been working in different kind of companies ( Industry, Consulting, Advertising 
agency) before she returned to the agricultural sector.  

 

 

 

Kay Poggensee 

Institute of International Business Management, FH Kiel, 

Germany 

Dr. Kay Poggensee is Professor for Business Management and Director of the 

Institute of International Business Management at FH Kiel, a University of 
Applied Sciences in the north of Germany since 1995. He holds academic 

degrees in Agriculture (Diplom-Agraringenieur) and Economics (Diplom-

Volkswirt) and a Ph. D. in Agriculture (Dr. sc. agr) from CAU Kiel. He is author 
of various textbooks on Investment and Finance. He has a German formal 

professional degree in sheep breeding too (Schäfermeister).  

Dr. Poggensee owns a 4.5 ha farm in the north of Germany where he breeds 

the typical marsh sheep breed of the region the “Deutsches Weißköpfiges 
Fleischschaf”. Dr. Poggensee is the German Champion in the breeding 

competition of this breed. He is member of the breeding organisation and the 
EIP “Tiergenetische Ressourcen” in the Federal State Schleswig Holstein in 

Germany. 

 

Zero herbicides in Mediterranean perennial crops – Languedoc-Roussillon, 
France 

 

 

Xavier Delpuech  

French Wine and Vine Institute (IFV) – France  

Xavier Delpuech works as an engineer for the French Wine and Vine Institute 
since 2008. He is the coordinator of the environmental research program of 

the IFV, and specialized in vineyard soil management in the Mediterranean 
area. He has experience in applied research in relation with winegrowers and 

their needs. Being based in an applied research institute, he is advising 
farmers, as well as designing and implementing experimentation and 

demonstration projects. Since 2015, he is responsible for the project “zero 

herbicides in Mediterranean perennial crops”. He has a French Agricultural 
Engineering Diploma (Master’s degree level) of Montpellier SupAgro. 
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Establishment of a sustainable and environmentally friendly wheat-value chain 
(OG ENU-Wheat) – Hessen, Germany 

 

 

Ludger Linnemann 

Forschungsring für biologisch-dynamische Wirtschaftsweise e.V. 

As agricultural researcher, consultant and teacher for farmers, millers and 
bakers since 2009 Mr. Ludger Linnemann is in charge of food quality, wheat 

quality and breadmaking potential of wheat flours (baking lab) within the 
Institute for Biodynamic Research, Darmstadt, Germany 

(www.forschungsring.de). From 2007-2009 he developed the optimized 
baking test (www.orgprints.org/18758) and synergistic wheats for better 

baking results with lower nitrogen input. He was before for 12 years as 
researcher at the University of Gießen with a PhD in ecological crop science 

(2001), spezialized in cereal chemistry, researching about the effect of 

nitrogen on the gluten-protein composition in contrast to wheat quality 
parameters. 

 

 

Presentations on the supporting environment 

 

 
 

Giorgio Trentin 

Department Agriculture and Rural Development – Veneto 

Region  

Giorgio Trentin studied Agricultural Science at Padua University and has three 

masters: in Rural development in developing countries; in Environmental Law 
and Policies; in Land Engineering.  

He works at the Department Agriculture and Rural Development, ERDF 

Managing Authority at Veneto Region. Since 2004, as Head of the Unit 
Research, Innovation and Diversification in Agriculture, he is in charge of 

programming regional research in agriculture and agro-food sector, of 
developing social farming and multifunctionality in agriculture, of supporting 

the conservation of genetic resources. He is also deputy director of Section 
Agro-environment. He is member of the regional committee for the evaluation 

of LDPs presented by Local Action Groups. Over the last four years, he had an 
interesting involvement on the developing of the agricultural knowledge 

system at regional level. He was responsible in the drafting of several Measures 

of the RDP 2014-2020 of Veneto Region, including those finalized to support 
the setting up and the activities of the Operational Groups of EIP-Agri. He was 

member of the selection committees and evaluator of many agricultural 
research projects funded at regional level. He was also expert evaluator of the 

proposals presented within calls of Interreg IVB Alpine Space. 

 

 

http://www.forschungsring.de/
http://www.orgprints.org/18758
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Natascha Orthen 

National Rural Support Unit (Deutsche Vernetzungsstelle 
Ländliche Räume – DVS)  

Since 2015 Natascha Orthen (Dipl.-Ing.Agr.) works as EIP advisor at the 
National Rural Support Unit (DVS). Her field of work contains networking within 

the scope of European Innovation Partnership on Agricultural Sustainability 

and Productivity, the support of actions at Länder level, the report about 
actions at EU level and the support of Operational Groups. 

After finishing her studies at the University of Bonn with a degree in agricultural 
engineering in 2010, she worked as a researcher at the Thünen Institute of 

Rural Studies. There she dealt with the following issues: use of resources and 
protection of nature and environment.  

LinkedIn: https://de.linkedin.com/in/natascha-orthen-b870a6a4  

Twitter: @dvs_land 

 

 

Lívia Kránitz 

Hungarian Ministry of Agriculture 

Lívia Kránitz works as an Innovation officer at the Section of Research, 

Development and Innovation. She is responsible for building the agricultural 
innovation network and fostering innovation and implementing the European 

Innovation Partnership in Hungary.  She obtained her experience as a trainee 
at the European Commission, Directorate-General for Agriculture and Rural 

Development at the unit "Research and Innovation". Before the innovation 
activity she actively participated in the formation of Hungarian Rural 

Development Programme.  

Lívia Kránitz studied Agricultural Economics at the Szent István University of 
Gödöllő. 

 

 

 

Dorian Davies 

Welsh Government 

Dorian Wynne Davies is a Senior Advisor at the Welsh Government, Agriculture 

Food & Marine Directorate (AFM) and has been involved in the design and 

implementation of the Human and Social Capital elements of the Welsh 
Government Rural Communities – Rural Development Programme 2014-2020. 

As policy lead on Knowledge Transfer and Innovation within AFM, he has been 
shaping the integrated approach to Knowledge Transfer and Innovation 

through the Welsh Government ‘Farming Connect’ programme 2014-2020. In 
his former post within the Environment & Sustainable Development 

Directorate, he was Senior Advisor and Technical Lead on both the Welsh 
Government Processing & Marketing Grant and Supply Chain Efficiencies Grant 

Schemes, dealing with added value, supply chain management, food quality 

and safety, food processing technologies, and evaluation of UK funded food 
research  activities. He also managed the Wales Catchment Sensitive Farming 

Demonstration Project designed to support and deliver against the objectives 
of the Water Framework Directive. Before joining the Welsh Government he 

first worked as a Land Agent, working with and advising farmers and other 
tenants of the National Trust in Wales. 

 
 
 

https://de.linkedin.com/in/natascha-orthen-b870a6a4
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European Commission, DG Agriculture and Rural Development 
 
 

 
 

Aniko Seregelyi 

Anikó Seregélyi is policy officer at the European Commission, Directorate-
General for Agriculture and Rural Development (DG AGRI) Research and 

Innovation unit.  

She started her career at the European Commission DG TAXUD in 2007. In 

March 2015 she joined DG AGRI Research and Innovation Unit, European 

Innovation Partnership team. Among her current responsibilities are activities 
and events related to the EU-wide EIP-AGRI network (Focus Groups, 

workshops, seminars) and the EIP-AGRI contract management.  

Prior to joining the Commission, she worked as EU project manager for the 

Hungarian Science and Technology Foundation in Budapest. She was 
responsible for several research supporting projects in the 5th and 6th RTD 

Framework Programme and for researchers' mobility issues.  

Anikó Seregélyi studied Geography at the Eötvös Loránd University Budapest 

and has a master in European Studies, Aachen University, Germany. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Sirpa Karjalainen 

Sirpa Karjalainen works as policy officer at the European Commission, 

Directorate General for agriculture and rural development in the 'Research and 
Innovation" unit. Agronomist and economist by academic background, she has 

been working on rural development-related issues since 1988 in Finnish Ministry 

of Agriculture and Forestry. Since 1994 as planning and managing EU rural 
development programmes with the responsibility of national legislation and 

measures which concern business aid, investments and development projects 
as well as Leader –approach included in the RDP of mainland Finland. The 

responsibilities have been rural strategy planning, legislative work, co-operation 
in the governmental and regional level concerning especially the Partnership 

Agreement comprising all ESI funds.   

She has been a member of the Bureau of the working party on territorial Policy 

in Rural Areas, OECD 2009 – 2012. As of September 2015 she joined the 

European Commission, holding responsibility for interaction with the MA within 
the European Innovation Partnership for Agriculture productivity and 

sustainability (EIP-AGRI). 

 

  



CV INFORMATION EIP-AGRI WORKSHOP ‘OPERATIONAL GROUPS: FIRST EXPERIENCES’  
20-21 APRIL 2016 – LEGNARO, ITALY 

 

9 

EIP- AGRI Service Point team 

 

 

Margarida Ambar 

Facilitator 

Margarida Ambar is one of the Rural Development officers in the EIP-AGRI 

Service Point. She is one of the Rural Development officers. Her main tasks 
are related to networking, and events’ coordination and management. She 

deals with Rural Development issues in general and contributes to publications 

and other activities as well. She has experience in international cooperation 
projects and networks aiming at knowledge exchange. She has organised and 

facilitated events at national and international level and she participated in 
advisory missions in CEE countries.  

Margarida Ambar studied Agricultural Engineering at the Technical University 
of Lisbon and has a master in Territorial Management and Urbanism, focusing 

on stakeholders’ involvement. She worked for about 20 years for the 
Portuguese Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development. 

 
 

 
 

Sergiu Didicescu 

Facilitator 

Born 1980, Romanian 

Sergiu is educated in agricultural and food economics and has a specialisation 

in oenology (wine making). At the start of his professional life he worked as 
an oenologist in one of Romania’s most important wine producing areas. He 

then moved to Bucharest where he worked for the Romanian Ministry of 

Agriculture and later on to Brussels where he worked four years as an expert 
at the European Commission. From 2013 he is farm practice officer at the EIP 

AGRI Service Point.  

Sergiu believes that European agriculture has significant potential to grow 

despite the increasing challenges faced by farmers. Innovation, or what he 
calls ‘great ideas being successfully mainstreamed into practice’, is key for 

unlocking this potential. The way forward is to promote a new EU-wide 
innovation model based on interactive participation of farmers, scientists and 

other actors along the value chain closely working together. This new model 

is expected to provide real innovative solutions that are not forgotten after the 
project is over, but are successfully adopted by farmers and transposed into 

practice. 

 

 

 
 

Pacôme Elouna Eyenga 

Facilitator 

Mr Pacôme Elouna Eyenga is Belgian and was born in Yaoundé, Cameroon. He 

graduated as Agricultural Engineer in the field of rural economy and sociology, 
at Gembloux Agro-Bio Tech / Université de Liège in Belgium. 

Since July 2014,  he is the Team Leader of the EIP AGRI Service Point in which 
he was appointed Deputy Team Leader at  its establishment in 2013 by the 

European Commission, namely DG AGRI. Before joining EIP AGRI Service 
Point, he has been working as European Affairs Officer from 2008 at VLM – 

Flemish Land Agency (Belgium) where he was dealing with European projects 
and policies especially rural develpoment and cohesion policy, and networking. 
He is also Secretary General of AEIAR (Association Européenne des Institutions 

d’Aménagement Rural) since 2012. 
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Iiri Raa 

Facilitator 

Iiri holds a BSc in environmental sciences, currently she works as the chief 

specialist in the Agri-environmental Monitoring Bureau of the Agricultural 
Research Centre (ARC) in Estonia. She has fifteen years’ experience of 

specialized and organizational work, including five years´ experience working 
with soil amendments (primarily compost) and eight years’ experience in 

RDP/agri-environment policy with ARC, with a special focus on evaluation RDP 

measures with environmental impact. Her field of activity in ARC is related to 
providing input with annual analyses on rural development practices and 

policies.  

She has been coordinator for the conferences, working groups and evaluation 

reports for RDP. She has been also lecturing on agri-environmental issues in 
trainings for farmers and given presentations both in national and international 

conferences. She is also a geographic expert (GE) for Estonia for the 
Evaluation Helpdesk and for the Contact Point of the European Network for 

Rural Development. GE tasks include networking, facilitating information 

exchange, reviewing documents, carrying out trainings, etc. 

 

 

 

Meisoon Nasralla 

Video producer 

Meisoon Nasralla has over 12 years experience in website management and 
design, on and offline communications, strategy development and project 

management. Currently working as Web Manager at the EIP-AGRI Service 

Point, Meisoon has worked in both the public and private sectors in the UK, 
Ireland and now Brussels, working in-house as well as an independent 

consultant, helping people to build effective communications in a variety of 
media.  

She is passionate about building a strong EIP network for Agriculture, and 
believes that this platform offers a real opportunity for agricultural practitioners 

to connect and share their knowledge in order to grow and prosper.  

You can usually find Meisoon hiding in a corner with a red pen - trying to 

eliminate jargon, and campaigning for clear and comprehensive 

communications. You can also follow her on Twitter @EUSoonie. 

 

 

 

Tine Defour 

Communication officer 

Working with the Service Point’s communication team, Tine writes and 
coordinates brochures and other Service Point publications, and is responsible 

for the yearly Agrinnovation magazine. She contributes to the content of the 

EIP-AGRI website and offers support for events. She also works on internal 
communications and event facilitation as a communication officer for the 

Flemish Land Agency, the Service Point’s lead partner.  

Tine has an academic background and holds a PhD in English linguistics (Ghent 

University). From 2003-2014, she was a scientific researcher for Ghent 
University, where she was involved in different research projects, gained 

experience in international networking, in organising international meetings 
and events, and in the field of publishing and editing. 

Twitter: @TineDefour  


