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Ammosafe – Low emission fertilization of manure trough 
nutrient recovery                                                                       
Ammosafe – Emissionsarme Düngung durch Nährstoffrückgewinnung                      
AUSTRIA - STYRIA  
  
Starting date - expected end date  | 01.05.2019 - 30.04.2022

Operational Group

Increasing the fertilisation efficiency with liquid manure is a goal that 
is increasingly attracting national and international attention, both 
in terms of air quality (NEC Directive) and water quality (EU Water 
Framework Directive, EU Nitrates Directive). Stricter legal regulations 
but also regional surpluses of liquid manure have resulted in a mas-
sive shortage of storage space and enormous work pressure for the 
farmers in Styria. The aim of this project is to process liquid manure 
by separation and ammonia stripping, in order to use it more effi-
ciently in terms of time and plant cultivation. The treated manure is 
low in nitrogen and can therefore be used on critical dates without 
causing groundwater pollution. Field trials are intended to confirm 
this thesis. The mobile treatment plant is designed to provide farm-
ers with a more environmentally and soil friendly, as well as a socially 
acceptable way of spreading manure. Previous systems for manure 
processing were tailored almost exclusively to large farms. The pro-
cess being tested in this project - independent spreading of liquid 
manure through appropriate slurry processing – is well adapted to 
smaller farms.

Project & workshop  contact:  Christian Werni MSca 
      Hamerlinggasse 3, A-8010 Graz      
      T: 43 6646025961315     |     christian.werni@lk-stmk.at

Lead partner: Chamber of Agriculture and Forestry Styria
Other partners
Research

 TU Graz (Institute for Chemical Process Engineering)  Raumberg-Gumpenstein Research & 
Development (Public Research Center for Agriculture)  University of Natural Resources 
and Life Sciences, Vienna

Farmers
 Siegfried Klobassa - livestock farmer  Maria und Gottfried Loibner - livestock farmer
 Thomas und Elfriede Mascher – livestock farmer

Companies
  BAUER GmbH (Manufacturer for irrigation, sewage and manure 

https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
mailto:christian.werni@lk-stmk.at
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ARGE Innobrotics
Innobrotics (this name is composed by two words - innovation and Diabrotica 
virgifera, which is the Latin name of western corn rootworm)
AUSTRIA – THREE FEDERAL STATES IN THE SOUTH EAST (STYRIA, BURGENLAND AND CARINTHIA)
  
Starting date - end date  | 01.01.2016 - 30.04.2019

Operational Group
https://www.zukunftsraumland.at/projekte/1475  

In recent years, the western corn rootworm has distributed rapidly in 
Austria and has caused great damage. Innovative solutions needed to be 
found in order to avoid further major losses in value on the farms. The 
main objectives of the project were: (i) to research on sustainably effec-
tive and ecologically compatible beetle control measures, (ii) to screen 
existing, and testing new plant varieties which are potential alternatives 
to maize as feedstuffs, (iii) to detect possible implementation barriers 
based on socio-economic studies. (iv) practical application of the knowl-
edge gained in the course of the project in conventional as well as in 
organic farming.
The small-scale agriculture of the project area made it impossible to pro-
vide a general solution to the problem for all farms. Therefore, different 
options were used to solve the problem (crop rotation, crop duration, 
larval and beetle control, alternative crops, new feed rations, adaptation 
of infrastructure, etc.), so that each individual farmer could take the most 
appropriate measures for his farm.

Lead partner: Chamber of Agriculture and Forestry Styria 
 

Other partners

Research 
 Saatzucht Gleisdorf Ges.m.b.H. (Plant breeding company)

Farmers 
 Mag. Christian Konrad – arable farmer
 Gottfried Loibner - livestock farmer

External partners
 University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences, Vienna
 HBLFA (Higher Federal Institute of Agriculture and Research) Raum-

berg-Gumpenstein
 Provincial Chambers of Agriculture (Carinthia and Burgenland) 

Agricultural College Hatzend., Feeding laboratory Rosenau etc.

Project & Workshop contact:  Christian Werni MSc  | Hamerlinggasse 3, A-8010 Graz 
   T: +43 6646025961315 | christian.werni@lk-stmk.at

https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
https://www.zukunftsraumland.at/projekte/1475
mailto:christian.werni@lk-stmk.at


funded by EIP-AGRI workshop “Small is smart: innovative solutions for small agricultural and forestry holdings”
Romania, 29-30 October 2019 | More information: www.eip-agri.eu

6

funded by EIP-AGRI workshop “Small is smart: innovative solutions for small agricultural and forestry holdings”
Romania, 29-30 October 2019 | More information: www.eip-agri.eu

7

EAKEN - European Agroecology Knowledge 
Exchange Network
BELGIUM 
  
Starting date - expecte end date  | ONGOING

European network
www.eurovia.org/eaken/about-us/

The network EAKEN aims to link initiatives in Europe which participate in the 
peasant agroecological knowledge exchange based on the peasant-to-peasant 
methodology. The network focuses on practical skills exchange as well as polit-
ical training, considering both as inseparable in order to build the autonomy of 
food producers and the pursuit of food sovereignty in Europe. 
The EAKEN wishes to connect grassroots training initiatives, to give visibility and 
access to available peer-to-peer trainings, as well as to promote agroecology 
and food sovereignty in Europe. The network provides diverse information on 
the existing initiatives, visual materials and resources, and also acts as a space 
for learning exchange for and by small-scale food producers. It also allows pro-
ducers and citizens in the food system to contribute to scaling up and enlarging 
agroecology for a food system change.

Lead partner: European Coordination Via Campesina-ECVC
28 members in 20 countries
 
 

Other partners
 Urgenci (International)
 Ehne Biskaïa - SLG Galicia- COAG (Spain)
 Ecoruralis(Romania)
 MAP – FUGEA (Belgium)
 ABL (Germany)
 Nordbruk (Sweden)
 L’Atelier Paysan – Confédération paysanne – (France)
 Toekensboeren (NL) 
 Land Workers Alliance – Coventry University (UK)

Project & Workshop contact:  Olcay Bingol   
 European Coordination Via Campesina (EVCV)
 Rue de la Sablonnière 18, 1000 Brussels, Belgium
 T: + 32 2 217 3112    | olcay@eurovia.org - info@eurovia.org

https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
http://www.eurovia.org/eaken/about-us/
mailto:n.koltsidas@farmahellas.gr
mailto:olcay@eurovia.org
mailto:info@eurovia.org
mailto:marcovieri.fi@gmail.com
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Pilot project: Smart Agriculture in Zagreb County - Improve-
ment of Viticulture Production in Zagreb County Using Precisi-
on Viticulture
Pilot project: Pametna poljoprivreda u Zagrebačkoj županiji- unaprjeđenje vino-
gradarske proizvodnje na području Zagrebačke županije primjenom preciznog vi-
nogradarstva
CROATIA – ZAGREB COUNTY 
  
Starting date - expected end date  | 01.03.2019 - 31.12.2020

Innovative project
The aim of the project is to define new technologies suitable 
for precision viticulture for small family owned wineries, to an-
alyse the economic feasibility and the possible applications of 
precision viticulture in improving the organization and manage-
ment of vineyards, increasing the quality of grapes and wine, 
sustainability of production and environmental protection. It 
is expected that it will be possible to make recommendations 
regarding the use of precision viticulture, advantages and dis-
advantages, cost-effectiveness for different varieties, locations 
and sizes of parcels used for precision viticulture. Over two 
growing seasons meteorological data in situ and soil data will 
be sensor monitored while vigour will be drone monitored with 
multispectral cameras.

Lead partner: Zagreb County (Regional Government Unit)
 

Other partners

Research 
 University of Zagreb, Faculty of Agriculture 

Farmers 
 Vina Kos
 Vina Puhelek Purek
 Vina šember
 Obitelj Tomac

SME 
 Binaria d.o.o.

Project & Workshop contact:  Ivana Rendulić Jelušić  
   Ulica grada Vukovara 72/VI, 10000 Zagreb, Croatia 
   T: +38 516009420 | i.rendulic@zagrebacka-zupanija.hr

https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
mailto:i.rendulic@zagrebacka-zupanija.hr
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Freeze-drying. Freeze-drying technology depending upon the 
peculiarity of the horticultural products
Külmkuivatus. Külmkuivatustehnoloogia sõltuvalt aiaviljade eripärast
ESTONIA 
  
Starting date - expected end date  | 01.05.2017 - 30.06.2019

Innovative project 

short description: To describe the critical points what help increase the 
efficiency of the freeze-drying process. Finding the optimal freeze-drying 
regimes for freeze-drying selected garden products: apple, strawberry, 
black currant, raspberry, plum, grape, garlic, beet, mint. Comparing pack-
aging materials suitable for freeze-dried products which help to give the 
highest shelf life and are environmentally friendly.
context: Although there is one freeze-drying plant in Estonia, the pro-
ducers did not know a lot about the opportunities using freeze-drying 
technology. Freeze-drying process is energy-intensive, optimization of 
process regimes helps increase product quality and reduce costs. Project 
for small businesses in agriculture.
expected results: The knowledge for selecting freeze-drying regimes 
and how to optimize the process. The knowledge, how to choose the 
right package and what helps increase the efficiency of the freeze-drying 
process.

Project contact:  Peeter Laurson       
 T: +372 5156575  | peeter.laurson@emu.ee

Workshop contact:  Triin Luksepp       
 T: +372 53037453  | triin31@gmail.com

Lead partner: Aiandusklaster MTÜ (non-profit company)  
 

Other partners
Research
 Estonian University of Life Sciences,
 Institute of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences, 
 Polli Horticultural Research Centre

Farmers
 Strawberry farmer
 Raspberry farmer
 Grape farmer
 Garlic farmer

SME
 Freeze-drying plant
 Food producer

https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
mailto:peeter.laurson@emu.ee
mailto:claudia.fedi@coldiretti.it
mailto:triin31@gmail.com
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Estimation of irrigation needs and optimization of irrigation in 
open field vegetables and strawberries
Kastmisvajaduse hindamine ning kastmise optimeerimine avamaa köögiviljadel ja 
aedmaasikal
ESTONIA
  
Starting date - expected end date  | 01.05.2019 - 31.12.2022

Operational Group
Assessment of irrigation needs has been a constant 
problem for vegetable and soft fruit producers. As the 
result of the project, farmers will get knowledge, to 
which extent continuous monitoring of soil moisture 
content will help them to make irrigation decisions and 
how large impact it has on yield and its quality. 

Producers will have information, which sensors are 
more reliable and how to use them in their fields.
The aim of the project is to find out the suitability of 
Geisenheim Irrigation Scheduling model for Estonian 
conditions and if necessary, to modify and adjust it for 
our conditions. The project is for small businesses in 
agriculture mainly gardening/horticulture.

Project contact:  Priit Põldma         | Kreutzwaldi 1, 51006 Tartu  
 T: +372 50 66882  | priit.poldma@emu.ee

Workshop contact:  Triin Luksepp       
 T: +372 53037453  | triin@aakri.ee

Lead partner: Estonian University of Life Sciences (University)   

Other partners
Research
 Hochschule Geisenheim University 

NGO
 Eesti Aiandusliit MTÜ / Estonian Horticultural Association

Farmers
 20 vegetable and strawberry farmers in the region

https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
mailto:priit.poldma@emu.ee
mailto:claudia.fedi@coldiretti.it
mailto:triin@aakri.ee
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Express method for determination of leaf nutrient content in 
horticultural crops 
Leheanalüüside ekspressmeetodi väljatöötamine aianduskultuuridele
ESTONIA
  
Starting date - expected end date  | 01.05.2017 - 30.11.2020

Operational Group

Fertilization of horticultural crops based on leaf analyses enables to decrease use of fertilizers, thus help-
ing the farmers to reduce production costs and save the environment. Since some crops develop very fast 
(lettuce, strawberries), growers need the results of the analyses within few days, which is not possible 
with traditional equipment used in laboratories in Estonia today.
The aim of the project: to develop method for performing fast and reliable leaf analyses from different 
horticultural crops by using X-ray Fluorescence (EDXRF) elemental analyser. In order to get trustworthy 
results with new equipment, each crop needs its own calibration. EDXRF has been used in parallel with 
traditional methods to determine micro-and macroelement status of strawberry, cucumber, garlic, lettuce, 
head cabbage, blackcurrant and apple leaves. As the results of the project, we hope to determine leaf 
micro-and macroelement status with the comparable accuracy of traditional methods, but within two 
days instead of two weeks. The project is for small businesses in agriculture.

Project contact:  Priit Põldma         | Kreutzwaldi 1, 51006 Tartu  
 T: +372 50 66882  | priit.poldma@emu.ee

Workshop contact:  Triin Luksepp       
 T: +372 53037453  | triin@aakri.ee

Lead partner: Estonian University of Life Sciences (University)   

Other partners
Research
 Agricultural Research Centre 

NGO
 Eesti Aiandusliit MTÜ / Estonian Horticultural Association

Farmers
 20 vegetable and strawberry farmers in the region

https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
mailto:priit.poldma@emu.ee
mailto:claudia.fedi@coldiretti.it
mailto:triin@aakri.ee
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Network of micro-farms and actors of the food transition 
Réseau des micro-fermes et acteurs de la transition alimentaire
FRANCE
  
Starting date - expected end date  | 15.04.2015  - ongoing

Innovative project
www.facebook.com/groups/1592756087645087/about/Réseau micro-fermes et acteurs 
de la transition alimentaire

Forum of exchange (27 000 members), co-creation and innovation among farmers, future farmers, re-
searchers, citizens and advisors on small-farms with an agroecological model.
Share innovations, techniques, practical factsheets, doubts, advice, bibliography and collaborate to find 
ways (new techniques, new ways of commercialisation, activities linked with the farm) to earn a living 
from their small farm. 
Goals: Promote generation renewal (more and more new-entrants choose for practical and ideological 
reasons a small-farm agroecological system).
Promote interaction between the different stakeholders to bring innovation to ensure the productivity and 
viability of this farm model.

Lead partner: Neo-Agri (NGO)    

Other partners
 Farmers, researchers, advisors and citizens members of the network.

Project & Workshop contact: Bruno Macias 
 T: +33623214036 - T:+623214036  | contact@neo-agri.org

https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1592756087645087/about/Réseau micro-fermes et acteurs de la transition alimentaire
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1592756087645087/about/Réseau micro-fermes et acteurs de la transition alimentaire
mailto:contact@neo-agri.org
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VALAB - Integrated Ecosystemic Value-enhancement of the 
Guadeloupean Forest Agrobiodiversity
VALorisation écosytémique intégrée de l’AgroBiodiversité en forêt de Guadeloupe                                                                                                     
FRANCE - GUADELOUPE   
Starting date - expected end date  | 01.03.2018 – 31.12.2019

Operational Group
https://www.facebook.com/syaprovag/

Until the 1970s, the Guadeloupean forest counted on biodiverse agroe-
cosystems. From 1993 to 2011, the SYAPROVAG (Agricultural Union of 
Vanilla Farmers of Guadeloupe) aimed to revive vanilla production but 
the economic viability of the crop is very low. The VALAB project and 
Operational Group state that diversification of forest productions could 
be a solution for the economic difficulties of perennial monocultures. In a 
first instance, the project aims to study the feasibility of viable small-scale 
farming systems that will respect the ecological integrity of the Guade-
loupean (private) forests. Results so far are: i) a diagnostic of practices in 
the forest understorey; ii) validation of the hypothesis that it is possible to 
diversify forest productions; iii) the consolidation of social innovation prac-
tices at the local level and iv) the consolidation of a network of partners 
with complementary skills and expertise.    

Project & Workshop contact:  Arsène Vinglassalon 
 741 Hauteurs Lézarde, 97170 Petit-Bourg 
 T: +590 690 73 24 28 | rjoria@wanadoo.fr - syaprovag@gmail.com

Lead partner: SYAPROVAG: Agricultural Union of Vanilla 
Farmers of Guadeloupe 
 

Other partners
Research
 INRA (Research organization)  The James Hutton Institute (Research organisation)

Public organisation
 National Parc of Guadeloupe, EPLEFPA (Agricultural Education College)
 Chamber of Agriculture 

Farmers
 GDA Ecobio (agricultural union of organic farmers of Guadeloupe)

SME 
 Fleur de Carbone (carbon consultant)

Civil Society 
 MAB France ARECA, Rézo 129

https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
https://www.facebook.com/syaprovag/
mailto:rjoria@wanadoo.fr
mailto:syaprovag@gmail.com
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LIFE GAIA Sense: Innovative Smart Farming 
Services Supporting Circular Economy in 
Agriculture
GREECE - ATTIKI 
  
Starting date - expected end date  | 01.07.2018 – 30.06.2022

LIFE17 
http://lifegaiasense.eu 

The main aim of the LIFE GΑΙΑ Sense project is to demonstrate the applicability of gaiasense, an innova-
tive Smart Farming solution that aims at reducing the consumption of natural resources, as a viable mean 
for the protection of the environment and the support of Circular Economy models. 
Moreover, LIFE GAIA Sense seeks to promote resource efficiency practices in SMEs of the agricultural 
sector and eventually, contribute to the implementation of the Roadmap to a Resource Efficient Europe. 
The project will demonstrate a method for optimising the farmers’ decision-making on the use of inputs 
(irrigation water, fertilisers, pesticides etc.), without risking their annual production. 
The proposed solution has been carefully designed & implemented to be accessible and affordable even 
by smallholder farmers, which make up the majority of food producers in Europe. 

Lead partner: NEUROPUBLIC S.A.   
 

Other partners

Research 
 Aristotle University of Thessaloniki (University)

Farmers 
 Confederação Nacional das Cooperativas Agrícolas e do Crédito Agrícola  

de Portugal CCRL (Confederation of agri-coops)
 Viña Costeira S.C.G. (grape producers – winery)
 Agricultural Cooperative Partnership Mirabello Union S.A. (agri-coop)
 Agricultural Cooperative ASEPOP Velventou (agri-coop)

SME 
 GAIA EPICHEIREIN S.A. (Digital services for agriculture, represents  

more than 70 Greek agri-coops) 

Project & Workshop contact:  Alkyoni Baglatzi | Methonis Str. 6, 18545 Piraeus, Greece 
   T: +30 2104101010 | a_baglatzi@neuropublic.gr

https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
http://lifegaiasense.eu
mailto:a_baglatzi@neuropublic.gr
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LIFE IGIC – Improvement of Green Infrastructure in agroecosystems: reconnec-
ting natural areas by countering habitat fragmentation (LIFE16 NAT/GR/000575)
Βελτίωση Πράσινων Υποδομών σε Αγροοικοσυστήματα: Επανασύνδεση φυσικών 
περιοχών μέσω αντιμετώπισης του κατακερματισμού οικοτόπων. 
GREECE - CRETE 
  
Starting date - expected end date  | 01.09. 2019 – 31.01.2022 

Life+ (Nature & biodiversity) project 
www.lifeigic.eu

The project LIFE IGIC project develops Green Infrastructure (GI) & support-
ing Sustainable Farming Methods in small-scale olive orchards, in south Crete, 
Greece. The project’s objective is the development of a GI network which will 
play a demonstrative role at regional, national and EU level, while conserving 
biodiversity, enhancing agroecosystem services and providing the basis for 
reconnecting existing nature areas. The project aims to achieve this, among 
others, though the development of robust approaches targeting stakeholders 
and decision-makers by using: a) demonstration value of regional & national 
initiatives of certification & labelling schemes, b) a sustainable tourism ap-
proach and c) public awareness/educational activities.

Lead partner: Hellenic Mediterranean University (HMU). Public 
University  
 

Other partners

Research 
 University of Crete / Natural History Museum of Crete
 Foundation for Research & Technology - Hellas

Farmers 
 Agricultural Cooperative of Messara

SME 
 Minerva S.A.

Project contact:  E. Kabourakis   | Estavromenos, Heraklion, Crete, Greece 
 T: +30 2810379535  | ekabourakis@hmu.gr

Workshop contact:  V. Gkisakis 
 T: +30 2810379520  | gkisakis@hmu.gr

https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
www.lifeigic.eu
mailto:ekabourakis@hmu.gr
mailto:gkisakis@hmu.gr
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Design & Implementation of Dairy sheep & goat incubator
Σχεδιασμός και ανάπτυξη Θερμοκοιτίδας Γαλακτοπαραγωγού Αιγοπροβατοτροφίας
GREECE – WESTERN MACEDONIA   
  
Starting date - expecte end date  | 01.12.2019 - 01.12.2022

Operational Group
www.proudfarm.gr

PROUD FARM Organic Dairy Sheep & Goat Incubator, is an innovative 
business model, which allows young people to enter in the dairy 
sheep & goat sector, with the minimum risk and the lowest investment, 
through a High Productivity-High Profitability program that provides the 
proper support for a long term sustainable dairy sheep and goat operation.

Proud Farm business model is designed to overcome basic problems of
tenant farmers. These issues appear during the establishing of a new 
dairy farm operation which can jeopardize its viability.  Proud farm project
focuses on the support and development of family farming in the rural
areas of Western Macedonia.

Lead partner: Proud Farm Group of Farmers P.C.  
 

Other partners
 special account of research funds of the Aristotle university of Thessaloniki -  

laboratory of zootechnism
 ardiberri sl

Research & Training
 special account of research funds of the Aristotle university of Thessaloniki -  

laboratory of zootechnism

Farmers
  Proud Farm Group of Farmers 

Project & Workshop contact:  Nikolaos Koltsidas 
 9, Dadamogia. Kozani 50100 Greece  
 T: + 30 6907491821 | n.koltsidas@farmahellas.gr

https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
http://www.proudfarm.gr
mailto:n.koltsidas@farmahellas.gr
mailto:marcovieri.fi@gmail.com
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Drought Risk Index 
Development of an innovative approach for the derivation of a drought index for al-
pine grassland by combining satellite data, physical models and meteorological in-
formation
ITALY – TRENTINO – ALTRO ADIGE   
  
Starting date - expected end date  | 01.11.2018 - 31.03.2020

Innovative project 

The objective of this project is the devel-
opment of a drought index that allows 
the estimation of productivity losses, 
monitoring grass growth through satellite 
measurements and meteorological data 
sources. Mountain areas, like south Tyrol 
and Trentino where farms size is mainly 
small, are quite specific due to the gradi-
ent generated by the topography and the 
landscape heterogeneity and for these rea-
sons tailored and innovative scientific de-
velopments are needed to tackle and take 
into account these aspects. The proposed 
approach will consider an innovative com-
bination of satellite data, physical based 
models and meteorological information.

Project contact:  Greifeneder Felix     | Drususallee/Viale Druso 1, 39100 Bolzano  
 T: +39 0471 055 376  | felix.greifeneder@eurac.edu

Workshop contact:  Roberto Monsorno     
 T: + 39 0471 055 932 | roberto.monsorno@eurac.edu

Lead partner: Eurac Research – Research Organisation 
 
 

Other partners
Research & Training
 Laimburg (Research Institute on Agriculture)
 FEM – Edmind Mach Foundation (Research Institute on Agriculture)

Farmer organisations
 Hagelschutzkonsortium | Condifesa Bolzano (BZ)
 Co.Di.Pr.A Trento (TN)

https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
mailto:felix.greifeneder@eurac.edu
mailto:claudia.fedi@coldiretti.it
mailto:roberto.monsorno@eurac.edu
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Healthy Farm 
Development of an innovative approach for the derivation of a drought index for al-
pine grassland by combining satellite data, physical models and meteorological in-
formationt
ITALY – SOUTH TYROL   
  
Starting date - expected end date  | 01.02.2018 - 31.01.2020

Innovative project 

The Healthy Farm project foresees the creation of an animal wel-
fare assessment methodology that includes both measurements 
on animals and on the farm environment by means of innovative 
IoT – Internet of Things – smart devices. The welfare control of 
animals is a significant problem, especially in inaccessible/remote 
small areas, such those of mountain areas. In South-Tyrol, a re-
gion where farms size is mainly small, a cost-effective solution 
will provide cost saving and better quality of life in small livestock 
farming. The project provides the development of an advanced 
precision livestock farming (PLF) solution, which considers to 
1. optimize an existing algorithm to infer wellness of animals 

from their behaviour and rumen motility, 
2. identify the sensing technologies and the solutions that will 

need to be developed in order to 
3. have the final Precision Livestock Farming solution.

Project contact:  Orlandi  Mario       | via G. Di Vittorio 29/C, 39100 Bolzano (ITA)
 T: +39 0471 504509  | Orlandi@orma-solutions.it 

Workshop contact:  Roberto Monsorno         
 T: +39 0471 055 932  | roberto.monsorno@eurac.edu

Lead partner: Orma Solutions – SME   

Other partners
Research
 Eurac Research  (Research Institute, RTO)
 Padua University (Research) 

Farmers
 Bauernbund

https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
mailto:Orlandi@orma-solutions.it
mailto:claudia.fedi@coldiretti.it
mailto:roberto.monsorno@eurac.edu
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Prince - Pasta and baked products for subjects 
with gluten intolerance and celiachia
Prince – Pasta e pRodotti da forno per soggetti con INtolleranze al 
glutine e CEliachia
ITALY – TUSCANY 
  
Starting date - end date  | 01.01.2017 – 31.12.2018

INTEGRATED CHAIN PROJECT (Funded by: Tuscany RDP) 
prince.ciatoscana.eu
The general objective of the project is the development of 
Tuscan supply chains of pasta and baked goods with zero or 
reduced content of gluten. The project involved the cultiva-
tion of buckwheat and millet within small size Tuscan farms. 
Different germplasms, for the two species, were tested along 
with cultivation techniques and biological fertilization based on 
microorganisms. Baked products for celiac, made with the two 
cereals, can get a higher price on market and increase the in-
come of farmers. The products have contributed to expanding 
the range of Tuscan agri-food products available to agriturism, 
mainly located in small farms, for the supply of meals to people 
with celiac disease or gluten intolerance.

Lead partner: Consorzio Strizzaisemi (Farm enterprise) 
 

Other partners

Research 
 SCUOLA SUPERIORE SANT’ANNA DI PISA (University) 
 Università degli studi Firenze (University) 
 Università di Siena (University)

Farmers 
 Il Rinnovamento Agricolo (Farm)
 Musu Giuseppe e Francesco (Farm)

SME 
 CIA Agricoltori Italiani Toscana (farmers organisation)
 NT Food (Food enterprise)

Project contact:  Marco Failoni  
 T: +39 0552338922  | m.failoni@cia.it

Workshop contact:  Cosimo Righini    
 T: +39 0552338919  | c.righini@cia.it

https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
http://prince.ciatoscana.eu
mailto:m.failoni@cia.it
http://mailto:c.righini@cia.it
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Wood chips & micro wood chips                                                                       
Cippato &Cippatino
ITALY - TUSCANY
  
Starting date - expected end date  | 01.01.2017 – 31.12.2018

Integrated chain project (Funded by: Tuscany RDP)
cippatino.ciatoscana.eu

The “Cippato & Cippatino” project was funded under by Tus-
cany region Rural Development Plan. The project was pro-
moted by small farm with its business core in forestry work 
and wood chain. Micro-chips represent a tool for enhancing 
forest resources and an alternative to pellets use for heating. 
Moreover, on the contrary of pellet, it can be produced in 
small farms representing a relevant source of  income. In the 
project, a prototype of a plant for the creation of micro-chips 
was created and quality standards have also been defined. At 
the same time, marketing actions were implemented in the 
supply chain (agricultural companies, boiler manufacturers 
and end consumers) to promote knowledge of the innovative 
product. A prototype forestry machine was also built to facil-
itate forest work.

Lead partner: Azienda Agricola Forestale Orlandini Antonio   
       (Farm) 

Other partners

Research
 CNR-INVALSA (research institute) 
 GESAAF- Università degli studi Firenze (University) 

Farmers
 Az. Agricola Olivieri Luca (Farm)

SME
 CIA Agricoltori Italiani Toscana (farmers organisation)

Project contact:  Marco Failoni 
    T: +39 0552338922 |     m.failoni@cia.it

Workshop contact: Cosimo Righini   
    T: +39 0552338919 |    c.righini@cia.it

https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
http://cippatino.ciatoscana.eu
mailto:m.failoni@cia.it
mailto:c.righini@cia.it
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Connected Fields
Campi Connessi
Italy – TUSCANY
  
Starting date - expected end date  | 01.11.2019 – 31.07.2022

Operational Group
www.agrismartlab.unifi.it

The OG project Campi Connessi is devoted to applying digitalization on monitoring, traceability and direct 
connection of operating farm machinery and the farm management integrated system. This farm system 
will be in turn connected with a digital territorial platform already created in a pilot founded by FEASR 
Tuscany Region for the wine production chain ENOSMART (2016-2019). 
The aim is to assess the needed: technologies, competences and skills, action and territorial ecosystem 
of key actors to support high tech and digital farming in the Small 
and Medium winery of Tuscany.
High Tech and digital technologies will be assessed in their feasi-
bility validating the capability of effective application on the farm-
ing system as on the specific farming phases and operations. The 
ecosystem of providers, ancillary services companies for HW and 
SW customisation and maintenance, consultants, farm human 
capital capability, appropriate educational system and governance 
actions will be assessed.
Funded by Tuscany Regional Agriculture Ministry FEARS and relat-
ed to following projects: BioHunt and Organic Wine (2019-2021).

Lead partner: Tenute del Cerro Winery, Montepulciano (Siena), Italy
 

Other partners
Research & Training
 University of Florence High Educational and Research, Firenze, Italy
 CREA Soil, government research centre. Firenze, Italy

Farmers
  Siro Pacenti Winery Montalcino (Siena), Italy
  Brunelli Luca Winery, Montalcino (Siena), Italy
  Antinori Winery, Montalcino (Siena), Italy

SME
  Copernico Digital Montalcino (Siena), Italy
  Confederazione Italiana Agricoltori Siena
  Agricoltura e Vita Etruria srl

Project & Workshop contact:  Marco Vieri 
 UNIFI Piazzale delle Cascine 15, 50144 Firenze 
 T: + 39 3204324455 |marco.vieri@unif.it - marcovieri.fi@gmail.com

https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
http://www.agrismartlab.unifi.it
mailto:marco.vieri@unif.it
mailto:marcovieri.fi@gmail.com
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FARMERS’LAB
LABORATORI CONDIVISI DA PICCOLI AGRICOLTORI PER 
VALORIZZARE PRODOTTI ORTOFRUTTICOLI 
ITALY – VENETO REGION 
  
Starting date - expected end date  | 01.01.2018 - 31.12.2019

Operational Group 
https://www.innovarurale.it/it/pei-agri/gruppi-operativi/bancadati-go-pei/far-
mers-lab-laboratori-condivisi-da-agricoltori-la/printable/pdf

The purpose of the FARMERS’LAB project is to grow 
market access and build economic sustainability for 
small farmers.
Starting from a proposal by a group of around 20 
young farmers to create Shared Farmers’ Labs for 
vegetable and fruits valorisation in the District of Pa-
dova, the Syndicate of farmers involved an innova-
tion broker and training and research organisations 
to deliver relevant services to build an innovative 
business model for small famers. FARMERS’LAB pro-
vides shared services for production processes, mar-
keting, food packaging and labelling, logistics for the 
food supply chain to enhance farmers revenues and 
increasing access to healthy local sustainable food.

Lead partner: CIA Agricoltori Italiani di Padova  
(Italian Syndicate of Small Farmers from the Padova District) 
 
Other partners
Research & SMEs
 CIPAT (Regional training services for small farmers)
 Confesercenti del Veneto Centrale (Shopkeepers Association)
 UNIS&F (European Institute of Sensory Analysis) 
  Future Food Institute Trust (Knowledge partner)  

futurefood.network/institute/
 Galileo Visionary District (Technology Park) 

www.galileovisionarydistrict.it
 Nerosubianco srl (Innovation broker)

 www.nsbproject.com 

Project contact:  Luca Trivellato 
 T: +39 3284193243  | laboratorio@ciapd.it

Workshop contact:  Riccardo Varotto   
 T: +39 3450474554  | r.varotto@nsbproject.com

https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
futurefood.network/institute/
www.galileovisionarydistrict.it
www.nsbproject.com
mailto:laboratorio@ciapd.it
mailto:r.varotto@nsbproject.com
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Fertibio
Fertibio 
ITALY – TUSCANY 
  
Starting date - expected end date  | 01.01.2017 – 31.12.2020

Operational Group 

The project aims to develop and validate bioferti-
lizers for herbaceous plant species to improve soil 
fertility and reduce the use of mineral fertilizers es-
pecially in small farms. Biofertilizers implemented in 
the project are mainly arbuscular mycorrhizal fungi 
(AMF) applied to the field trials in different formu-
lation. Application of biofertilizers will be tested in 
different small farms located in different part of the 
region and with cultivation system. Another aim of 
the project is to scale up the production of biofertiliz-
er from lab scale to industrial scale, within the Tusca-
ny region. A training course is going to be organized 
to farm advisor and farmers about fertilization using 
biofertilizers.  

Lead partner: Coop. Agricola Terre dell’Etruria (Enterprise) 
 

Other partners

Research 
 Scuola superiore Sant’anna di Pisa (University)

Farmers 
 Fattoria la Prata (Farm)
 Soc. Coop. Agr. Il Rinnovamento Agricolo (Farm cooperative)
 Musu Giuseppe e Francesco (Farm)
 Az. Agr. Grappi Luchino (Farm)
 Coop. Agricola Spontanea (Farm cooperative)
 Az Agr. Ughetta Bertini (Farm)

SME 
 CIA Agricoltori Italiani Toscana (farmers organisation)
 Idea Verde Concimi (Fertilizer enterprise)
 Terra è Vita Etruria (training agency)

Project contact:  Marco Failoni  
 T: +39 0552338922  | m.failoni@cia.it

Workshop contact:  Cosimo Righini    
 T: +39 0552338919  | c.righini@cia.it

https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
mailto:m.failoni@cia.it
http://mailto:c.righini@cia.it
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KATTIVO - Kit for the modification of sprayers capable of 
performing treatments with innovative optimized variable 
dose technology
KATTIVO – Kit per la modifica di Atomizzatori in grado di ese-
guire Trattamenti con Tecnologia Innovativa a dose variabile 
Ottimizzata in funzione della chioma e ridurre il rilascio di sostanze inquinanti e 
fitofarmaci 
ITALY
  
Starting date - expected end date  | 01.03.2019  - 01.03.2022

Operational Group
www.kattivo.it
Introducing innovation for Sustainable Precision 
Agriculture in a small farm enterprise requires the 
ability to find the right technology, the actors that 
can support its use and manage the change in the 
complex farming logistic especially in an open air 
activity like grape production. Small farms lack 
high investment possibilities and need to upgrade 
the inside level of competencies and skills. Moreo-
ver, in delicate operations such as crop protection, 
even small farms must be able to manage this op-
eration on their own since the use of common services is not always reliable. In accordance of experi-
ences in the RHEA (www.rhea-project.eu) and Tuscany Region SMASH projects (Smart Machine for 
Agricultural Solutions High-tech FESR founded (2018-2020) a new spraying device will be calibrated and 
adopted in the conventional spraying equipment.
Tuscany Region PSR, EU FEASR funded. 

Project contact:  Luca Cavallaro       | Ruffino, via Poggio al Mandorlo1 Bagno a Ripoli (Firenze) Italy 
 T: +39 3357035837  | luca. cavallaro@ruffino.it

Workshop contact:  Marco Vieri         
 T: +39 3204324455  | marco.vieri@unifi.it - marcovieri.fi@gmail.com

Lead partner: Ruffino Winery, Bagno a Ripoli, (Firenze), Italy  

Other partners
Research
 University of Florence, Italy
 CREA-VE , Arezzo, Italy

Farmers
 San Felice Winery, Chianti, Tuscany, Italy

SME
   ERATA farmers association, Florence, Italy

https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
http://www.kattivo.it
http://www.rhea-project.eu
mailto:luca. cavallaro@ruffino.it
mailto:claudia.fedi@coldiretti.it
mailto:marco.vieri@unifi.it
mailto:marcovieri.fi@gmail.com
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TINIA (Etruscan God) Agricoltura di precisione 
per le PMI cerealicole
TINIA - Precision Agriculture for SME cereal farms
ITALY 
  
Starting date - expected end date  |  01.11.2019  - 01.7.2022

Operational Group
www.toscana.coldiretti.it/go-tinia.aspx

The project is aimed at the introduction, in a pilot company, of 
innovative Precision Agriculture (PA) technologies to support 
the different  agronomic  phases. The results will be trans-
ferred to the farms in Tuscan region and Central Italy  and 
disseminated to a wider audience, of professionals and stake-
holders in order to disseminate knowledge of the PA and allow 
local SMEs (especially cereal ones) to evaluate the transition 
to PA, coherently with its own structures and potential. In this 
way, it intends to contribute to the improvement of the pro-
ductive performance of the companies and, therefore, of the 
competitiveness of the sector in compliance with the ever more 
constraining constraints of economic and environmental sus-
tainability.
Related Tuscany regional project: INTRACERT (PA for Ancient 
Cereal production), Grosseto, Italy.
Tuscany Region PSR, EU FEASR funded.

Lead partner: Bonifiche Ferraresi  SpA,  Italy 
 

Other partners

Research 
 University of Florence, Italy

Farmers 
 Bemoccoli cereal and livestook farm SME, Arezzo, Italy
 CAICIT Tuscan Farmer Association, Florence, Italy

SME 
 Impresa Verde, Territorial Service for Farmers,  Arezzo, Italy

Project contact:  Claudia Fedi  
 T: +39 3400995822  | claudia.fedi@coldiretti.it

Workshop contact:  Marco Vieri    
 T: +39 3204324455 | marco.vieri@unifi.it - marcovieri.fi@gmail.com

https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
http://www.toscana.coldiretti.it/go-tinia.aspx
mailto:claudia.fedi@coldiretti.it
mailto:marco.vieri@unifi.it
mailto:marcovieri.fi@gmail.com
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How do I organise my business? 
Cum îmi organizez afacerea? 
ROMANIA – GIURGIU COUNTY 
  
Starting date - end date  | April 2018 – December 2018 (first phase)

Vărăşti Living Lab (part of the AgriLink H2020 project)
https://www.agrilink2020.eu/our-work/living-labs/

Following the collapse of the communist regime in Romania 30 years ago, in-
formal sales and unregulated trading were part of the socio-economic safety 
net provided by millions of smallholders.  Fortunately, times have changed but 
smallholders wishing to connect with more formal supply chains must profes-
sionalise, including legal registration and the adoption of appropriate financial 
procedures. However, there is no affordable advisory service for guiding small 
farmers with these bureaucratic tasks.
A Living Lab was established in the Horizon2020 AgriLink project to address 
the information needs of an innovative co-operative of around 100 small-scale 
vegetable growers in a single village close to Bucharest that is working in 
partnership with a major supermarket. A core group of co-operative members 
identified the administrative challenges they faced as individual small business-
es and worked with an independent financial expert to develop appropriate 
solutions.  These solutions were tested / validated with other members of the 
co-operative in several interactive ‘training’ sessions and are published in an 
easy-to-read booklet.
70% of participants said they felt confident to correctly submit their tax decla-
rations as a result of these simple, but effective, actions.  The next phase will 
be to co-create with farmers the most practical and user-friendly format for 
the booklet, as well as a simple business model for sustaining regular updates 
and future revisions.

Lead partner: Highclere Consulting SRL, Brasov, Romania 
 

Other partners

Farmers 
 Cooperativa Agricolă Carrefour Vărăști, Giurgiu, Romania 

SME 
 LEGUME INTER FRESH SRL, Giurgiu, Romania

Project contact:  Raluca Barbu  
 T: +40 742 222298  | raluca@highclere-consulting.com

Workshop contact:  Mark Redman     
 T: +40 743 030198  | mark@highclere-consulting.com

https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
mailto:raluca@highclere-consulting.com
mailto:mark@highclere-consulting.com
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Territorial responsible research and innovation  
through the involvement of local R&I actors
ROMANIA – NORTH EAST 
  
Starting date - expected end date  | 01.02.2019 - 31.01.2022

Horizon 2020 project
http://territoriaproject.eu/ 

Responsible Research and Innovation (RRI) is a concept which puts society at the centre of research and 
science. It is the acknowledgment that society is critical to the success of scientific endeavour and vice-ver-
sa. It is about aligning scientific research with societal values, needs and expectations. TeRRItoria is expe-
riencing RRI transformations in 5 European territories. In the North-East Region of Romania, the project 
addresses the agri-food sector in the mountain communities - one of the priority intervention domains of 
the North-East Smart Specialization Strategy. The average farm in the area has less than 3.5ha. This project 
aims to develop a consultative tool for identifying and prioritising innovation needs in the target communi-
ties (EDP approach - entrepreneurial discovery process), as well as a brokerage platform for innovation, as 
a bridge between the local community (those who absorb innovation), facilitators and research organisa-
tions (those that generate innovations), around the topic of mountain products: small farming and family 
farming.

Lead partner: European Science Foundation (Research) 
 

Other partners

Coordinator in the Pilot Area 
 North-East Regional Development Agency 

Research 
 Ce-Mont – The Centre for Mountain Economy  

(Centre of the Romanian Academy) 

Policy 
 National Agency for Mountain Areas (Ministry of Agriculture)

Civil Society & Farmers 
 Romontana Association & other NGOs
 Farmers’ Organizations & SMEs
 National Parks and Tourism DMO

Project & Workshop contact: Andrei COCA   
  Lt. Draghescu, 9, Piatra Neamt, 610125  | T: +40 741165930 
  andrei.coca@adrnordest.ro - coca_and@yahoo.com

https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
mailto:andrei.coca@adrnordest.ro
mailto:coca_and@yahoo.com
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Carpat Sheep – Sustainable Agriculture Models in 
the Romanian Mountain Area
Modele Agricole Sustenabile pentru Zona Montană din România
ROMANIA – EASTERN CARPATHIANS  
  
Starting date - end date  | 01.01.1014 - 31.12.2016

Swiss-Romanian Cooperation Project
http://www.carpatsheep.ro/home-en.html

The project aimed at the modernization of six sheepfolds in the Car-
pathian Mountains, as processing units for sheep and cow milk based 
on community farming system involving small farms. It represented a 
milestone between two significant systems: Carpathian pastures, the 
idyllic environment and livestock breeding as specific and traditional 
activity on the one hand and on the other hand, the modern consumer 
who can be reached by means of the new possibilities of packaging, 
branding and modern channels of marketing. This project refers to the 
whole value chain, starting from pasture and water management, ani-
mal wellbeing, training of farmers, standardization of recipes, creation 
of modern sheepfolds which complies with the European standards on 
hygiene, traceability, food safety, without giving up the traditional reci-
pe, with to goal to create prerequisites for better access to the contem-
porary outlet market, providing benefits for the mountain economy. 

Project contact:  Ioan Agapi   | Oborului street, 11, Vatra Dornei, 725700  
 T: +40 745911202  | ioanagapi@yahoo.com

Workshop contact:  Andrei Coca   
 T: +40 741165930 | coca_and@yahoo.com

Lead partner: SAB – Swiss Centre for Mountain Regions (NGO) 
 
 

Other partners
 Mountain Farmers’ Federation “Dorna”
  Romontana Association
  Heifer / Open Fields Foundation

Research & Training
 Research and Development Institute for Meadows, Brasov (research institute)
 Agrom-Ro (NGO

Farmer organisations
  6 organisations of mountain farmers form the Eastern Carpathians (one for each pilot site)

https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
mailto:ioanagapi@yahoo.com
mailto:claudia.fedi@coldiretti.it
mailto:coca_and@yahoo.com


funded by EIP-AGRI workshop “Small is smart: innovative solutions for small agricultural and forestry holdings”
Romania, 29-30 October 2019 | More information: www.eip-agri.eu

28

funded by EIP-AGRI workshop “Small is smart: innovative solutions for small agricultural and forestry holdings”
Romania, 29-30 October 2019 | More information: www.eip-agri.eu

29

Silvopastoralism as adaptation strategy for an integrated rural 
development in the Mediterranean  
Silvopastoralismo como estrategia de adaptación para un desarrollo rural integra-
do en el Mediterráneo
SPAIN – CATALONIA AND ARAGON 
  
Starting date - expected end date  | 01.01.2018 – 31.12.2020

Spanish funded research project by INIA (National institute for Agronomic 
Research) 
https://www.creda.es/silvopastoralism-as-an-adaptation-strategy-for-integrated-ru-
ral-development-in-the-mediterranean/  

Extensive livestock farming and silviculture are experienc-
ing a significant decline in the rural Mediterranean regions, 
triggering unwanted effects for ecosystems and society. 
Our working hypothesis is that larger integration between 
extensive livestock farming and silvicultural management 
would contribute to increase resilience of both activities 
while providing the services that society demands. Among 
other objectives we will analyse the preferences of pas-
toralists and forest owners for innovative payments for 
ecosystem services (PES) schemes. In this project, we 
are working with small holders (extensive livestock farm-
ers and forest owners) examining features that determine 
current and potential integration of silvopastoral manage-
ment practices.

Lead partners: Institute of Agrofood Research and 
Tehcnology (IRTA). Public catalan (Spain) research 
institution 
 

Other partners
Research
 University of Zaragoza 
 CREDA (Center for agro-food research and development). Private 

Research foundation
 CITA (Agrifood Research and Technology Centre of Aragon) Public 

research institution

Project & Workshop contact:  Elsa Varela 
   C/ Esteve Terrades, 8 E-08860 Castelldefels (Barcelona) Spain 
   T: +34 935521206 | elsa.varela@upc.edu

https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
https://www.creda.es/silvopastoralism-as-an-adaptation-strategy-for-integrated-rural-development-in-the-mediterranean/
https://www.creda.es/silvopastoralism-as-an-adaptation-strategy-for-integrated-rural-development-in-the-mediterranean/
mailto: elsa.varela@upc.edu
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LIFE POLYFARMING: Demonstration of a new agro-silvo-pas-
toral land use to improve farm profitability in mountain areas
LIFE POLYFARMING: Demostración de un nuevo sistema de gestión agrosilvopas-
toral para mejorar el rendimiento de las fincas en zonas de montaña
SPAIN - CATALONIA
  
Starting date - expected end date  | 01.07.2016 – 30.06.2021

LIFE project
www.polyfarming.eu

The objective of the project is to demonstrate the 
interest of a new plurifunctional agro-silvo-pastoral 
integrated management system as an alternative 
of profitable management for small farms to fight 
against the problem of the abandonment of agricul-
ture in Mediterranean mountain areas and the en-
vironmental and socio-economic consequences that 
this abandonment is producing.
The project is concreted in the start-up of a pilot 
small farm, Planeses, where the proposed agro-sil-
vo-pastoral system will be applied on a real scale. 
This implementation on a real scale with a design 
planned to facilitate the demonstration of the applied 
techniques is fundamental to be able to reach the 
collectives that guarantee their replicability in the 
territory. 

Lead partner: Centre for Ecological Research and Forestry Applica-
tions (CREAF) / Research institution     

Other partners

SME
   Faustina Sola-Morales Capdevila SL / SME

Project & Workshop contact: Marc Gracia 
 campus UAB, 08193 Cerdanyola Valles, Barcelona Spain 
 T: +34 619067095 | mgracia@creaf.uab.es

https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
http://polyfarming.eu/?lang=en
mailto:mgracia@creaf.uab.es
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LIFE SEEDCAPITAL integral use of oil seeds to reduce green-
house gases emissions associated with farming activities
LIFE SEEDCAPITAL uso integral de la colza para la disminución de las emisiones de 
gases con efecto invernadero en la actividad agraria
SPAIN - BASQUE COUNTRY
  
Starting date - end date  | 02.09.2013 - 30.09.2016

Innovative project / LIFE project
www.lifeseedcapital.eu

The idea was to develop a new production model for 
small farms based on replacing external raw materi-
als with a high carbon footprint with others self-pro-
duced locally at farm level. This is based on using 
the oil resulting from cold-pressing rapeseed as a 
biofuel for own agricultural machinery and the cake 
as animal feed. We found that using a blend of rape-
seed oil with diesel on small farms at 25.8% resulted 
in a 25.9% decrease in kg CO2eq emissions, along 
with financial savings that range between 16.1% 
and 19.1%. In addition the formulation of 20% cold 
pressed rapeseed cake for dairy cattle and 40% for 
dairy sheep resulted in a reduction in production 
costs, obtaining a healthier milk, and reducing en-
teric emissions by more than 8%. Networks between 
local crop producers and small farmers were strongly 
strengthen.

Lead partner: Neiker-Tecnalia (Research centre)  
 

Other partners

Research 
 CEMITEC (Research centre)  

Education 
 EGIBIDE (Educational centre)

Project & Workshop contact:  Aser Garcia  
   Campus Agroalimentario de Arkaute E-01080. Vitoria-Gasteiz. Spain  
   T: +34 637418580 | aserg@neiker.eus

https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
mailto:aserg@neiker.eus
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Smart Small Farms                                                                 
UK  
Starting date - expected end date  | 01.09.2019 - 01.04.2020

Funder: EPSRC (UK research council)
https://not-equal.tech/portfolio/smart-small-farms/

“Smart Small Farms” is an interdisciplinary research project working with small farms in Scotland to 
create pathways to accessing the benefits of the digital economy through the development of small-
scale farming technologies. Smart farming technologies (SFTs) are most likely to be adopted by large 
farms: the larger the farm, the more likely it is to benefit from technological advancements in agricul-
ture. Technologies such as variable rate precision farming entail costly investments, so it is typically the 
largest farms that are able to invest and see a return on investments quickly. Whilst large farms enjoy 
the benefits of the digital economy, smaller farms are left behind and suffer competitive disadvantages. 
This represents an agricultural digital divide illustrating both winners and losers in an agricultural land-
scape where the use of digital technologies is increasingly prominent. In this project, we will: conduct a 
participatory workshop with small-scale farmers to garner insights on the barriers and potential of SFTs 
for small-scale farming, to co-produce ideas for prototype SFTs for use on small farms, and produce pro-
totype of SFTs based upon insights from this first workshop. We will then conduct a second workshop to 
trial these SFTs with farmers. The key outputs from this work are a short film documenting the project; 
a toolkit of SFTs, which will be disseminated to relevant actors through our networks of key stakehold-
ers; and a report outlining the key findings from the participatory workshop on barriers to, and potential 
benefits and applications of technologies on small farms. 

Lead partner: James Hutton Institute: Research Institute
 
Other partners
Research
 Swansea University: University 

Farmers
 Scottish Crofting Federation (Farmer Association)
 Smallholders Association (Farmer Association)

Project & Workshop contact:  Leanne Townsend | James Hutton Institute, Aberdeen, UK
 T: +44 7810887930  | leanne.townsend@hutton.ac.uk

https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
mailto:leanne.townsend@hutton.ac.uk


funded by EIP-AGRI workshop “Small is smart: innovative solutions for small agricultural and forestry holdings”
Romania, 29-30 October 2019 | More information: www.eip-agri.eu

32

funded by EIP-AGRI workshop “Small is smart: innovative solutions for small agricultural and forestry holdings”
Romania, 29-30 October 2019 | More information: www.eip-agri.eu

33

DESIRA: Digitisation: Economic and Social Impact 
in Rural Areas                                                                 
EU-WIDE
  
Starting date - expected end date  | 01.06.2019 - 31.05.2023

Horizon 2020 project 
https://www.hutton.ac.uk/research/projects/digitalisation-economic-and-social-im-
pact-rural-areas-desira

The DESIRA project explores the potential future impacts of digital developments in three rural domains: 
agriculture, forestry and rural areas. Digital technologies in rural areas take many forms, including drones, 
sensors and precision farming technologies. These technologies have the potential to impact positively on 
many aspects of rural economies, including production, marketing and logistical operations. Yet despite 
these potential positive impacts, digitisation also has the potential for negative consequences in rural set-
tings. Poor access to digital technologies in comparison with urban areas can leave rural areas more isolated 
and marginalised. There is a tendency for mainstream voices to highlight the opportunities of digitisation, 
while threats tend to be ignored or underestimated. DESIRA aims to close the knowledge gap on the so-
cio-economic impact of digitisation in agriculture, forestry and rural areas. It provides a comprehensive 
assessment of both opportunities and threats, taking the UN Sustainable Development goals as a point of 
reference. In the UK case study we are specifically focusing on crofting communities – crofts are small farms 
which are typically located in upland areas and producing livestock. We will explore the extent to which 
crofts are able to benefit from digital developments (or meet with barriers to participation), and understand 
how these farmers and relevant stakeholders perceive their digital futures. 

Lead partner: University of Pisa
 
Other partners
Research
  25 organisations including universities, research organisations and advisory 
organisations across the EU. 

Farmers
  In UK: Scottish Crofting Federation; Scottish Enterprise.

Project & Workshop contact:  Leanne Townsend | James Hutton Institute, Aberdeen, UK
 T: +44 7810887930  | leanne.townsend@hutton.ac.uk

https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
mailto:leanne.townsend@hutton.ac.uk
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BOND Bringing Organisations and Network Development to higher 
levels in the farming sector in Europe
FRANCE, UK, SPAIN, PORTUGAL, POLAND, ROMANIA, HUNGARIA, MOLDAVIA, 
NETHERLAND, ITALY, NORWAY, CZECHIA  
  
Starting date - expected end date  | 01.11.2017 – 31.10.2020

Horizon 2020 project 
www.bondproject.eu

Objectives 
1. Draw up solutions and build bonding capital within farmer groups
2. Enable different organizations to come closer together, building bridging capital to form larger networks (value 

chains, cooperatives, apex bodies), understanding weaknesses and constraints that impede collective action
3. Build linking capital, developing ties with entities with different interests and powers to reach a stronger position 

in decision-making.
4. Engage multi actors and policy makers

Networking and collective organisations building are key factors for the development and autonomy of small family 
farms. 

Activities
• Study tours: Case studies and success stories across Europe, 
• Training of trainers by FAO, 
• Design of a gaming interface to help overcome the barriers and power imbalance between farmers and powerful 

actors such as policy-makers,
• National workshops and Regional policy roundtables, following a multi-actor approach,   
• Coming soon: Lab experiment in Moldova, Youth Forum

Lead partner: Coventry University 
 

Other partners

Research  Cordoba University   Wageningen University

Farmer organisations
 FNCuma (Machinery use cooperatives national Federation)  CCPV-COAG ( Coordinado-

ra Campesina del País Valencià)  Sindicato Labrego Galego  EcoRuralis  NAC (Norwe-
gian Agricultural Cooperatives)  Landworkers’Alliance, Legacoop  CNA (Confederacao 
Nacional de Agricultura)

Other NGO 
 Pro-Entranse, SIE (Spoleczny Instytut Ekologiczny)   AMPI (Asciate Mistnich Potravi-

novych Iniciativ)  Vedegylet  Kislépték

International organisation    FAO

Project contact:  Christine Ferrier | 43 rue Sedaine – 75011 PARIS 
 T: +33 684 062 329  | christine.ferrier@cuma.fr

Workshop contact:  Stéphane Diard   
 T: +33 676 590 464 | stephane.diard@cuma.fr

https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
http://www.bondproject.eu/
mailto:christine.ferrier@cuma.fr
mailto:claudia.fedi@coldiretti.it
mailto:stephane.diard@cuma.fr
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SALSA – Small farms, small food businesses and sustainable 
food and nutrition security  
INTERNATIONAL
  
Starting date - expected end date  | April 2016 – March 2020

Horizon 2020 project 
www.salsa.uevora.pt

SALSA has been working in 30 regions in 19 countries (Europe and Africa) to 
develop a better understanding of the current and potential contribution of 
small farms and small food businesses to sustainable food and nutrition secu-
rity.  SALSA has used many different research methods, including interviews 
with key informants, surveys of small farms, field work to collect land use data 
to validate remote sensing mapping/modelling, focus groups and workshops 
on governance of regional food systems and future scenarios, plus continued 
dialogue with key stakeholders at national/international level.  
The project has generated many exciting new insights, including:
• The effectiveness of Sentinel satellite data for monitoring crop types, crop 

areas and production estimates in small-scale farming systems;  
• Developing a new typology of small farm types in Europe and Africa;
• Gaining deeper knowledge of the importance of small farms in different 

types of regional food systems;
• A comprehensive and consistent assessment of the needs of small farms in 

the diverse range of contexts they exist in across Europe and Africa.   

Lead partners: University of Evora (PT) 
 

Other partners
Research
 University of Pisa (IT) / Baltic Studies Centre (LV) / The James Hutton Institute 

(UK) / Ruralis (NO) / University of Agriculture in Krakow (PL) / Polytechnical 
University of Valencia (ES) / Agriculture University of Athens (EL) / University 
of Cape Verde (CV) / University for Development Studies (GH) / African Centre 
for Development Studies (KE)  

Farmers
 Coldiretti (IT)
 Highclere Consulting SRL (RO)

International organisations 
  International Institute for Environment and Development
  UN Food and Agriculture Organisation

Project contact:  Teresa Pinto Correia | mtpc@uevora.pt 

Workshop contact:  Mark Redman      | mark@highclere-consulting.com

https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
http://www.salsa.uevora.pt
mailto:mtpc@uevora.pt
mailto:claudia.fedi@coldiretti.it
mailto:mark@highclere-consulting.com
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Understanding and improving the sustainability of  
agro-ecological farming systems in the EU (UNISECO)
Europe-wide 
  
Starting date - expected end date  | MAY 2018 – APRIL 2021

Horizon 2020 project
uniseco-project.eu 
The overarching objective of UNISECO is to strengthen the sustainability of EU farming systems, through 
co-constructing practice-validated strategies and incentives for the promotion of improved agro-ecologi-
cal approaches. We will enhance the understanding of socio-economic and policy drivers and barriers for 
further development and implementation of agro-ecology, through a systems perspective, considering 
socio-economic, ecological and political settings at a territorial level and paying particular attention to the 
role of different types of actors in sub-systems; we will also assess the environmental, economic and so-
cial impacts of innovative strategies and incentives for agro-ecological farming systems. The methodolog-
ical assessment toolkit is being tested in participatory case studies in 15 European countries with different 
biophysical, socio-economic and socio-cultural contexts of farming systems. UNISECO is committed to a 
genuine trans-disciplinary process, reflected in consortium composition of stakeholder and scientific part-
ners, and the emphasis on multi-actor engagement. UNISECO contributes to Sustainable Food Security 
by identifying and supporting farming systems producing healthy food while preserving the environment 
and bringing added value to farm households and the different stakeholders of the value chain.

Project contact:  Gerald Schwarz        | Braunschweig, Germany   
 T: +49 5315965140  | gerald.schwarz@thuenen.de

Workshop contact:  Mara Cazacu      
 T: +40 736098723  | mcazacu@wwf.ro

Lead partner: Johann Heinrich von Thuenen Institut, Germany   

Other partners
 Consiglio per la Ricerca in Agricoltura e l’Analisi dell’Economia Agraria, Italy  
 Agricultural University Athens, Greece
 Universitaet Klagenfurt, Austria 
 The James Hutton Institute, UK
 The University Court of the University of Aberdeen, UK
 Institut Superieur D’Agriculture Rhone Alpes, France
 Baltijas Vides Forums, Latvia
 Baltijos Aplinkos Forumas VSI, Lithuania
 Forschungsinstitut fur Biologischen Landbau Stiftung, Switzerland
 Geonardo Environmental Technologies, Hungary
 Luonnonvarakeskus, Finland
 Sveriges Lantbruksuniversitet, Sweden
 Gestion Ambiental de Navarra, Spain
 WWF-Romania
 Ustav Zemedelske Ekonomiky a Informaci, Czech Republic
 Bioinstitut, Czech Republic
 European Landowners Organization, Belgium

https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
http://uniseco-project.eu
mailto:gerald.schwarz@thuenen.de
mailto:claudia.fedi@coldiretti.it
mailto:mcazacu@wwf.ro
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AFINET                                                                        
Agroforestry Innovation Networks (AFINet)                      
SPAIN, PORTUGAL, FRANCE, BELGIUM, UK, ITALY, POLAND, HUNGARY, FINLAND 
  
Starting date - expected end date  | 01.01.2017 – 31.12.2019 

Horizon 2020 Thematic network
http://www.eurafagroforestry.eu/afinet  

AFINET is a H2020 Thematic Network aiming to promote and innovate 
European Agroforestry through the development of a multi-actor inter-
active and innovation-driven network, based on successful sharing of 
practical experiences and existing research knowledge, applied to differ-
ent contexts, climates and agricultural sectors. AFINET aimed at asking 
farmers and other stakeholders which are the main challenges and in-
novations to foster agroforestry in Europe. Almost 100 innovations were 
developed and can be seen in the http://agroforestrynet.eu and in 
the Knowledge Cloud http://www.eurafagroforestry.eu/afinet/know-
ledge-cloud where existing agroforestry knowledge is available.
Agroforestry can be a means of diversification in agricultural activity and 
be a practice of sustainable intensification suitable for small farms: e.g., 
increase of total biomass yield by intercropping with trees and crops, or 
breeding animals on grassland with biomass/timber/fruit trees established 
are practices that can potentially increase smaller farmers income. Agro-
forestry encompasses several innovative practices, which match very well 
the needs of smallholders and increase their income in a sustainable way, 
in various parts of Europe.

Project   contact: Prof. Rosa Mosquera-Losada  | Crop Production Department, USC, Lugo 27002, Spain 
    T: +34 982 823 139 |     mrosa.mosquera.losada@usc.es

Workshop contact: Dr Robert Borek 
    T: + 48 814786763 |    rborek@iung.pulawy.pl

Lead partner: Universidad de Santiago de Compostela, Spain 
Other partners
Research

 Instituto Superior de Agronomia, Portugal  Institute for Agricultural and Fisheries Research, 
Belgium  Organic Research Centre, UK  Institute of Soil Science and Plant Cultivation, 
Poland  INAGRO, Belgium  University of Sopron Cooperational Research Centre, Hungary 
 Instituto di Ricerca sugli Ecosistemi Terrestri, Italy  European Forest Institute, Finland

Others
 European Agroforestry Federation  Fundación Empresa-Universidad Gallega, Spain 
 Association Française d’ Agroforestrie, France  ABACUS Agriculture, UK

https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
http://agroforestrynet.eu/
http://www.eurafagroforestry.eu/afinet/knowledge-cloud
http://www.eurafagroforestry.eu/afinet/knowledge-cloud
mailto:mrosa.mosquera.losada@usc.es
mailto:rborek@iung.pulawy.pl
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High Nature Value Farming: Learning, Innovation and  
Knowledge H2020
Agricultură cu Valoare Naturală Ridicată: Învățare, Inovare și Cunoaștere H2020
ROMANIA – EASTERN HILLS OF CLUJ 
  
Starting date - expected end date  | 2016 - 2019

Horizon 2020 Thematic network
www.hnvlink.eu

HNV-Link aims at developing and sharing innovations that support farming 
systems in areas of exceptional natural values across Europe through a mul-
ti-actor approach. The HNV farming system in the Eastern Hills of Cluj is based 
on the traditional small family household’s low-intensive techniques that used 
a mosaic of natural pastures for grazing and mowing. Some HNV innovations 
in the region : 
Regulations and policy innovations - the agri-environment CAP measures 
and the management plan for the Natura 2000 Site (Package 6 Grasslands 
important for butterflies”); 
Farming techniques and management innovations – permanent pas-
ture manual mowing vs. light equipment – positive effect of using the Briel-
maier mower; applicable in other HNV areas; the Conservation Action Plan;
Products and markets innovations - on-line baskets with organic vegeta-
bles in the area; certification can sustain local farmers, yet the challenge is to 
create/find associations to assure the production facilities;
Social and institutional are most lacking, farmers & other actors need the 
motivation to use the opportunities offered by HNV farming; common innova-
tive actions; cooperation is key.

Lead partners: CIHEAM-IAMM – France - Department of  
Economic Sciences, USAMV Cluj-Napoca – Romania
 

Other partners
Education and research institutions
 EFNCP, ICAAM, STEP, AScA, IT Sligo, UTH, UH, CEN L-R 

LAGs, Clusters 
 Someș Transilvan, AgroTransilvania Cluster, LAG 5

Farmers 
 RFBB, Farmer Association Someșana, Farmer Cooperative Someșana, Farmer 

Cooperative Someș – Arieș
NGOs
 The Romanian Lepidoperological Society, Civitas, ADEPT, Entretantos

Project & Workshop contact: Mugurel Jitea University of Agricultural Sciences and Veterinary  
 Medicine, 3-5 Calea Mănăștur, Cluj-Napoca 400372 
 T: +40 745 942 122 | mjitea@usamvcluj.ro

https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
http://www.hnvlink.eu
mailto:mjitea@usamvcluj.ro
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SKIN- Short supply chain Knowledge and Innovation Network
Good practices Repository and Small Farms valorization
ITALY - APULIA REGION
  
Starting date - end date  | 01.11.2016 - 31.10.2019

Horizon 2020 Thematic network
www.shortfoodchain.eu

SKIN is an initiative in the domain of Short Food 
Supply Chain (SFSC) aimed to systematize the 
existing knowledge, fostering demand-driven 
innovation and building long-term collaboration 
among European farmers. In three years, more 
than 160 good practices on SFSC were col-
lected around Europe and now available in a 
public repository (on the SKIN website).
The selected cases cover different SFSC topics, 
as management, sales, governance, sustainabil-
ity and more. In particular, many practices are related to the prevention and valorisation of small 
farms. The idea is to share good examples easily replicable in different environments and promote local 
products, highlight their stories and allow more power to the farmers bringing them together. The ulti-
mate SKIN stage is to maintain a permanent network of SFSC stakeholders through a Virtual Commu-
nity of Practice “Keep it short” for the economic growth of the sector.

Lead partners: University of Foggia

Other partners
Research
 University of Ghent (Belgium)  Uzhhorod National University (Ukraine)  BIO-

SENSE Institute (Serbia  TEAGASC (Ireland)  CERSHAS (Hungary)  Campden 
BRI-HU (Hungary)  ACTIA (France)

Project contact:  Francesco Contò   
 UniFg, Dpt of Economics, Largo Papa Giovanni Paolo II, 1, Foggia Italy
 T: +39 0881781806   | francesco.conto@unifg.it

Workshop contact:  Fedele Colantuono    
 T: +39 0881 781817   | fedele.colantuno@unifg.it

https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
www.shortfoodchain.eu
mailto:francesco.conto@unifg.it
mailto:fedele.colantuno@unifg.it
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SKIN – Short supply chain Knowledge and Innovation  
Network: preliminary results 
EU + SERBIA + UKRAINE
  
Starting date - end date  | 01.11.2016 - 31.10.2019

Horizon 2020 Thematic network
www.shortfoodchain.eu

Objectives: establishing a European network of 
stakeholders in short food supply chains (SFSCs) 
and good examples; improving the exchange of 
academia and practitioners; organising innova-
tion and foresight workshops; analysing the good 
practices and identifying the practical benefit for 
practitioners, especially small farms; disseminat-
ing the outcome to stakeholders and regional 
nodes.
Preliminary results and findings: representative 
repository of 160 good practice examples, well established network among project partners, difficulties in 
engaging local practitioners (lack of time, language, lacking benefit) due to their farm size.
SFSCs are not necessarily, but normally in practice a diversification strategy for small farms by providing 
added value to commodities through avoiding trade margins and doing processing and marketing by the 
farm family members. In practice SFSC’s is a viable and profitable option for farms with little land but 
enough labour force.

Lead partners: University of Foggia

Other partners
 22 organisations (e.g. Austrian Chamber of Agriculture, Spanish cooperatives, 

Dutch Farmers Union, Belgian Farmers Union, private consultancies,…)

Research
 University of Life Sciences in Warsaw
 Hungarian Academy of Science Budapest
 Ghent University
 Campden BRI, Budapest 

Project contact:  Fedele Colantuono   
 University of Foggia, Department of Economics,  71121 Foggia, Italy, 
 T: +39 0881 781817   | fedele.colantuno@unifg.it

Workshop contact:  Christian Jochum        
 T: +43 676 834418551  | c.jochum@lk-oe.at

https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
www.shortfoodchain.eu
mailto:fedele.colantuno@unifg.it
mailto:c.jochum@lk-oe.at


funded by EIP-AGRI workshop “Small is smart: innovative solutions for small agricultural and forestry holdings”
Romania, 29-30 October 2019 | More information: www.eip-agri.eu

40

funded by EIP-AGRI workshop “Small is smart: innovative solutions for small agricultural and forestry holdings”
Romania, 29-30 October 2019 | More information: www.eip-agri.eu

41

PACTORES - Pastoral ACTORs, Ecosystem services and Society 
as key elements of agro-pastoral systems in the Mediterranean
MEDITERRANEAN COUNTRIES: SPAIN, GREECE, ITALY, TURKEY, ALGERIA, TUNISIA 
  
Starting date - expected end date  | 13.12.2017-12.12.2020

ERANETMED
www.pactores.eu

PACTORES tackles agro-pastoral systems (APS) in the 
Mediterranean region. Three main elements of this 
system will be considered, namely pastures, pastoral 
communities, and pastoral goods and services. Specific 
objectives are (i) to identify key bottlenecks for the vi-
ability of Mediterranean agro-pastoral communities by 
targeting best practices under policy, socioeconomic 
and environmental considerations, and (ii) to inform 
key audiences of the actual capacity of Mediterranean 
agro-pastoralists to provide multiple societal benefits. 
This project works with small extensive livestock farm-
ers where we assess the livelihood strategies of these 
small farms, as well as policy barriers for their activi-
ties.

Lead partner: Center for Agro-food Economics and Develop-
ment (CREDA). Private research foundation  
 

Other partners

Research 
 University of Vic (UVic), Spain
 CIHEAM Bari
 Aristotle University of Thessaloniki (AUTH), Greece
 Polytechnic University Marche-Ancona (UNIVPM), Italy
 Italy National research Council (ISPAAM)
 Institut des Regions Arides (IRA), Tunisia
 Algerian National Agronomic Institute (INRAA), Algeria
 Sétif University (UFA), Algeria

Project & Workshop contact:  Elsa Varela 
   C/ Esteve Terrades, 8 E-08860 Castelldefels (Barcelona) Spain 
   T: +34 935521206 | elsa.varela@upc.edu

https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
mailto: elsa.varela@upc.edu
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SPARKLE
SPARKLE 
ITALY - TUSCANY, PORTUGAL, SPAIN, ITALY, GREECE

Starting date - expected end date  | 01.01.2018 – 31.12.2020

Educational ERASMUS+ for agri-apreneurs on SPA
www.sparkle-project.eu

SPARKLE, an acronym standing for Sustainable Precision Agriculture: Research and Knowledge for Learning how to 
be an agri-Entrepreneur, is a Knowledge Alliance project, co-financed under the ERASMUS+ project.
In this new paradigm of digitaliqation and High Tecnologies it is important to give farmer entrepreneurs a holistic 
systemic vision to overcome the mess of confusing proposals. Available technologies and future trends have been 
focused on; a business model essential assessment method (BMC) has been tested by farmers and an appropriate 
e-learning course is now designed for a system awareness criteria for introducing innovation in agriculture with the 
sustainable aim, availability of the new resources, governances drivers, 
new entrepreneurial tools. The tool could be particularly relevant for 
small farmers which often do not make the most of the opportunities 
offered by digitalisation.
A MOODLE e-learning platform is going to be available with a designed 
framework of 4 Areas (SPA overview, Technologies, Social and econom-
ic aspects, Entrepreneurship in Farming), 12 Lessons, 55 Topics. The 
blended e-learning course with tutoring, application on farms and final 
business model competitions will be tested on 2020 and will be public 
at the end.
Also a MOOC is in development as strongly requested by the companies 
and members of the partnership.

Lead partner: University of Florence, Italy
 

Other partners
Research & Training
 University of Evora, Portugal
 University Politechnico of Madrid, Spain.
 CSIC, Madrid, Spain
 University of Thessaloniki, Grece

Farmers
  Quinta da Cholda, Ribatejo, Portugal
  Rezos Brand, Patras, Grece
  Mazzei Winery, Gaiole (Siena), Italy

SME
   AgroSAP, Sevilla, Spain

Project & Workshop contact:  Marco Vieri 
 UNIFI Piazzale delle Cascine 15, 50144 Firenze 
 T: + 39 3204324455 |marco.vieri@unif.it - marcovieri.fi@gmail.com

https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
http://www.sparkle-project.eu
mailto:marco.vieri@unif.it
mailto:marcovieri.fi@gmail.com
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• register at www.eip-agri.eu and join the EIP-AGRI network
• subscribe to our monthly newsletter on our website
• follow EIP-AGRI on twitter @EIPAGRI_SP
• join EIP-AGRI on LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/in/eipagriservicepoint
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This booklet was created for the EIP-AGRI Workshop “Small is smart: innovative solutions 
for small agricultural and forestry holdings”, 29-30 October2019 in Bucharest, Romania 
For more information on Operational Groups, download the EIP-AGRI brochure on Operatio-
nal Groups – update 2016 (available in several languages) from www.eip-agri.eu.

The content for this document was provided by the workshop participants, and does not represent 
the views of the European Commission.

Stay up to date!
• register at www.eip-agri.eu and join the EIP-AGRI network
• subscribe to our monthly newsletter on our website
• follow EIP-AGRI on twitter @EIPAGRI_SP
• join EIP-AGRI on LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/in/eipagriservicepoint

https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
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