
EIT  Training tomorrow’s entrepreneurs 
to make innovation happen

How does the EIT promote  
entrepreneurial education? 
By offering innovative, entrepreneurial education, the EIT bridges 
research and innovation on the one hand, and education policies 
and programmes on the other. It focuses on developing the next 
generation of entrepreneurs by teaching entrepreneurship and 
innovation skills, tailored to the needs of European economy and 
society.

The KICs offer a range of innovative, entrepreneurial edu-
cation opportunities, such as EIT Label Master and Doctoral 
programmes, summer schools, professional training, on-line 
courses and pre-incubation services. These activities help young 
students, advanced professionals or experienced researchers to 
nurture and transform their innovative ideas into sustainable 
business models and marketable products or services.

What is the EIT  
and how does it work?
The EIT is an independent EU body based in Budapest that is 
strengthening Europe’s ability to innovate. The EIT plays a vital 
role in supporting the EU’s objectives of creating sustainable 
economic growth and jobs by enabling entrepreneurs and inno-
vators to turn their best ideas into products and services that 
help to tackle the big societal challenges facing Europe. 

It does so by bringing together the ‘knowledge triangle’ of 
leading companies, universities and research centres to form 
dynamic, cross-border partnerships called Knowledge and 
Innovation Communities (KICs). The EIT is an integral part of 
Horizon 2020, the EU’s Framework Programme for Research 
and Innovation, with a funding allocation of more than EUR 
2.4 billion (2014 - 2020).

Source: Proposal for a Regulation establishing Horizon Europe - the Framework Programme for Research and Innovation

The European Institute of Innovation and Technology in the future
With its proposed budget of 3 billion EUR for 2021 to 2027 
the Institute will boost its support for innovation by supporting

more than 10000 graduates from KICs’ Master and PhDs

around 600 new start-ups and more than 7000 existing ones

more than 4000 new products and services 
introduced to the market

more than 10 new innovation hubs across Europe 
and more than 50 existing ones

“The European Institute of Innovation and Technology spans the entire 
EU, connecting the best talents and innovators, bridging gaps in inno-
vation performance across countries and regions. Our ambition is to 
use it more widely in the future.”

Tibor Navracsics, Science and Technology Options Assessment Workshop: The role of the European 
Institute of Innovation and Technology in strengthening innovation, Brussels, 5 June 2018



The EIT has eight Knowledge and Innovation Communities:
EIT Climate-KIC: tackling climate change by working 
on adaptation and mitigation;

EIT Digital: driving Europe’s digital transformation;

EIT InnoEnergy: promoting sustainable energy;

EIT Health: improving quality of life for European citizens 
and sustainability of health and social care systems;

EIT Raw Materials: ensuring the accessibility, 
availability and sustainable use of raw materials  
for the economy and citizens;

EIT Food: promoting safe, sustainably produced food 
and consumer confidence;

EIT Manufacturing: making Europe’s manufacturing 
industry more competitive;

EIT Urban Mobility: providing sustainable solutions 
for urban mobility.

The EIT’s expected results  
by the end of 2020:
• 4300 graduates completing EIT degree programmes
• 4700 start-ups supported by KICs
• 540 innovative start-ups
•  EUR 1.2 billion of investment attracted  

by EIT-supported start-ups
• 1800 new products and services

Electric planes, edible water 
bottles, artificial trees that 
clean the air with the power 
of 275 trees...
The EIT’s Knowledge and Innovation Communities create inno-
vative solutions to major societal challenges, offering access to 
talent, knowledge, funding and new business sectors to:

• develop innovative products and services
• start new companies 
• train a new generation of entrepreneurs

The EIT: working across Europe
The EIT Regional Innovation Scheme is an outreach programme to 
help more organisations across Europe benefit from the EIT Com-
munity’s work and participate in its activities. It brings companies, 
universities, research labs and stakeholder organisations into 
Europe’s largest innovation community.

By July 2018, the EIT Community had brought together more than  
a thousand partners, including:

814
COMPANIES,

INCLUDING SMES

205
HIGHER EDUCATION

INSTITUTIONS

179
RESEARCH
CENTRES

102
CITIES, REGIONS

AND NGOs

Each of the EIT's Knowledge and Innovation Communities operates in innovation hubs.  
The innovation hubs are spread across Member States and regions to increase the impact of the EIT’s activities.


