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FINAL REPORT 

Context 

Since its launch in 2012, the European Commission organises an annual high-level meeting of the Western 
Balkans Platform on Education and Training. All Ministers of Education in the region are invited to review the state 
of educational reforms in their countries, learn about the latest strategies in the EU, identify priorities, agree on 
follow-up to be given to studies/reports as well as to cooperate on activities undertaken by the platform. A main 
objective of the platform is to share experiences and good practices as well as engaging new regional cooperation 
initiatives which tackle similar issues. 

The Western Balkans Steering Platform on Research and Innovation also meets annually since 2006 with the 
overall objective to advance on the integration of the Western Balkans into the European Research Area (ERA) in a 
perspective of accession to the EU. The platform discusses the research and innovation capacities in the Western 
Balkans and their participation in the EU's framework programmes for research and innovation, monitors the 
progress of regional strategies and actions and helps in exchanging information and best practice.  

Following last year's successful format of joining both platforms, it was decided to repeat this exercise for this 
year's Ministerial. The event started in the afternoon of 25 June (Monday) with the research & innovation part and 
continued with the education & training part in the morning of 26 June. 

A total of 120 participants attended the event. The Western Balkan countries were all represented at ministerial 
level, with more than one Minister for Montenegro (where Education and Science are split) and Bosnia and 
Herzegovina (due to its peculiar governing structure). From the Commission side, the Ministerial meeting was 
chaired at Director-General and Director level, with opening remarks by two Commissioners. As in previous years, 
the event was attended by EU Delegations, regional and international organisations such as the European Training 
Foundation (ETF), the Regional Cooperation Council (RCC), the OECD, the Regional Youth Cooperation Office (RYCO), 
the Council of Europe, Western Balkan alumni, National Erasmus+ Offices and representatives from Member 
States.  

Monday, 25 June  
Opening Remarks 

Mr Carlos Moedas, European Commissioner for Research, Science and Innovation welcomed the participants and 
referred to the history of the meeting venue: a place where Albert Einstein and Marie Skłodowska-Curie met for the 
first Solvay Conference in 1911. He expressed the political will to keep all the Western Balkan countries (including 
Kosovo*)1associated to the future Horizon Europe programme (2021-2027). He acknowledged the visible 
momentum in research and innovation policy development in the Western Balkans and highlighted the great 
advantages offered by research and innovation cooperation in the region, for example the setup of the Extreme 
Light Infrastructure (ELI) facility or the ANTARES project at the University of Novi Sad. 

Session 1: Research and Innovation Capacity  

Update on the Activities of the Steering Platform on Research & Innovation and enhanced EU Engagement for the 
Western Balkans under Horizon 2020 

As co-chairs of the Steering Platform on Research and Innovation, Mr Viktor Nedovic, Assistant Minister at the 
Serbian Ministry of Education, Science and Technological Development, and Mr Kostas Glinos from the European 
Commission, presented the following conclusions stemming from the morning meeting of the platform: 

 The Western Balkans are committed to continuing the work of the Steering Platform for aligning policies and 
exchanging best practices at regional level. 

 Policies to strengthen open science, open innovation and technology transfer, research capacities and to 
implement Smart Specialisation Strategies are essential for WB research communities but also to increase 
the competitiveness of the region and therefore Europe as a whole. 

                                                           
1 * This designation is without prejudice to positions on status and is in line with UNSCR 1244 and the ICJ opinion on the 
Kosovo declaration of independence. 
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 The WBs welcome the Commission’s proposal for Horizon Europe and look forward to contributing to the 
definition of the first work programmes. 

 The WBs support the proposal to double the Sharing Excellence / Widening budget. 
 Smart Specialisation efforts have been launched and expectations are high. 
 Smart Specialisation Strategies are expected to guide capacity building and prioritisation of national 

investments and will inform sectoral and cross-sectoral industrial strategies (cross-policy strategies). Budget 
for the implementation of Smart Specialisation Strategies will need to be sought from all possible sources, 
including IPA II. 

 There is a continued need for support to science, technology and innovation capacity building, both at 
national and regional level, using national budgets, IPA and other sources of support. This may include 
research infrastructures, centres of excellence and social sciences and humanities, in agreement with the 
Smart Specialisation Strategies. 

 There is a need to integrate WB research communities into European communities and knowledge networks, 
but also to increase cooperation among countries in South Eastern Europe. “Brain circulation” is essential both 
for integration as well as for strengthening excellence in the region. 

 Regarding Horizon 2020, the WBs are encouraged by an improved - although variable - performance 
compared to the beginning of Horizon 2020 and FP7 overall. 

 There is however need for increasing performance further through trainings for proposal writing, networking 
events, research and innovation capacity building measures, thematic workshops, and other support 
measures. 

 Active participation in the ERA committees is essential to shape European research and innovation framework 
conditions; active participation in programme committees is also essential to shape future work programmes 
and programme implementation. 

Research and Innovation Centres of Excellence 

Prof. Vladimir Dimchev introduced the scope of the Centre for Technology Transfer and Innovations (Innofeit) at 
Sts. Cyril and Methodius University in Skopje. A detailed presentation is available online.2 In her function as 
Chairperson of the SEEIST Steering Committee, Dr. Sanja Damjanovic presented the proposal for the SEEIIST 
regional large-scale research facility. The facility follows the CERN model of “science for peace” and at the same 
time is designed to promote cooperation between science, technology and industry, as well as to create high-class 
research capacities in the Western Balkans. A presentation is available online.3 

Ms Tatjana Knezevic introduced the BIO-ICT Centre of Excellence at the University of Montenegro, which aims to 
apply advanced research in information and communication technologies in agriculture and health. A detailed 
presentation is available online.4  

Prof. Vesna Crnojevic-Bengin presented the ANTARES/BioSense Institute in Novi Sad, introducing its goals and 
rationale. She was followed by Dr. Nikolaos Vogiatzis, who presented the Corallia Clusters Initiative from Greece 
and encouraged participants to benefit from the experiences gained in Greece in implementing Smart 
Specialisation Strategies. A presentation is available online.5 

Discussion with Ministers   

Commissioner Moedas asked the different Ministers present two questions to guide the discussions: 

 What are the major national science priorities in your country (including in social sciences and humanities)? 

 What are the current plans to promote innovation (including academia-industry cooperation, 
entrepreneurship, smart specialisation and alignment of research priorities and economic policies) in 
economic fields related to national research priorities? 

The Ministers of Science gave updates on their policy efforts to promote research and innovation and expressed 
their support for regional research initiatives and Centres of Excellence. The Ministers welcomed the examples of 
successful Centers of Excellence such as INNOFEIT (the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia), BIO-ICT 

                                                           
2 https://wbc-rti.info/object/news/17289/attach/Innofeit.pdf   
3 https://wbc-rti.info/object/news/17289/attach/SEEIIST.pdf   
4 https://wbc-rti.info/object/news/17289/attach/BioICT.pdf   
5 https://wbc-rti.info/object/news/17289/attach/Corallia.pdf   

https://wbc-rti.info/object/news/17289/attach/Innofeit.pdf
https://wbc-rti.info/object/news/17289/attach/SEEIIST.pdf
https://wbc-rti.info/object/news/17289/attach/BioICT.pdf
https://wbc-rti.info/object/news/17289/attach/Corallia.pdf
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(Montenegro), the plans for a South-East European International Institute for Sustainable Technologies (SEEIIST), 
and ANTARES/BioSense (Serbia) as well as best practice examples such as the Corallia Clusters Initiative (Greece) 
showing how the Western Balkans can enhance excellence in research and innovation and trigger socio-economic 
impact. 

Ms Lindita Nikolla, Minister of Education, Sport and Youth from Albania presented major developments in the 
research and innovation framework such as the implementation of the current National Strategy of Scientific 
Research, Technology and Innovation. The government is currently elaborating Albania’s Smart Specialisation 
Strategy, with the mapping phase scheduled to be finalised by September 2018. She expressed Albania’s support 
for SEEIIST. 

Mr Ammar Mirascija, Head of Department for Science at the Ministry of Civil Affairs of Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
summarised the government’s efforts in upgrading Bosnia and Herzegovina’s research and innovation policies, 
among them the preparation of the country’s Smart Specialisation Strategy, and its active participation in the 
implementation of the Multi-annual Plan for the Regional Economic Area. In September, a large-scale Horizon 
2020 event is planned to take place in Banja Luka. Further, Mr Alen Seranic, Minister of Science and Technology of 
Republika Srpska emphasized the government’s priorities in strengthening excellence and in improving young 
researchers’ mobility. Smart Specialisation is a major focus in their research and innovation policy. 

For Kosovo, Mr Shyqiri Bytyqi, Minister for Education, Science and Technology highlighted the priorities of 
strengthening human capacities, increasing access to electronic libraries, setting up new institutes, and supporting 
technology-based start-ups. He underlined Kosovo’s support for the further development of SEEIIST. 

The new Minister of Education of Science of the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Dr. Arbër Ademi, gave an 
overview of the current revision of the country’s legal framework for research and innovation and on the ongoing 
preparation of the Smart Specialisation process. Dr. Ademi expressed his country’s support for the establishment of 
SEEIIST. 

Montenegro’s Minister of Science, Dr. Sanja Damjanovic, highlighted the country’s learning from other successful 
small European countries and emphasised that in 2017, Montenegro enjoyed a net gain from its participation in 
Horizon 2020 for the first time. Now, promoting bottom-up excellence is a priority of Montenegro’s research and 
innovation policy. The establishment of SEEIIST will help counter the regional brain-drain of qualified researchers. 
The country will probably adapt its Smart Specialisation Strategy at the end of the year, allowing for stronger 
alignment of research investments. Improving the innovation ecosystem by promoting start-ups is another policy 
priority. 

For Serbia, Mr Mladen Sarcevic, Minister of Education, Science and Technological Development gave an overview 
on new laws currently prepared including the creation of an independent science fund. Serbia’s innovation fund 
became operative in 2011 and supports innovative start-ups and investments. Budgetary support for the 
innovation fund has doubled in the current year and includes IPA II funding. An inter-sectoral working group on 
smart specialisation was set up in 2016. As an example for the creation of Centres of Excellence, Mr Sarcevic 
mentioned the BioSense institute in Novi Sad.  

Commissioner Moedas thanked the Ministers for their updates and emphasised the relevance of the Commission’s 
proposal for Horizon Europe, including the proposal for doubling the budget for Sharing Excellence and Widening. 
Commissioner Moedas expressed the political will to keep the WBs, including Kosovo, associated to Horizon Europe. 
Moreover, he acknowledged the visible momentum in research and innovation policy development in the Western 
Balkans. 

Concluding Remarks 

Mr Jean-Eric Paquet, Director-General for Research and Innovation at the European Commission was pleased to 
hear from the Ministers the policy efforts being pursued in their countries. He emphasised that European 
programmes such as Horizon 2020 or Horizon Europe can trigger national investments in research and innovation. 
Still, the global competitiveness of Europe including the Western Balkans has to be rooted in national research and 
innovation reforms. The European Commission can support countries’ reform efforts by combining support 
instruments such as IPA or Horizon 2020 and encourages synergies with national programmes. 

Ms Maria Cristina Russo, Director at the Directorate General for Research and Innovation concluded the meeting 
and thanked the Ministers and the other participants for taking in part in the Steering Platforms and Ministerial 
Meeting and for the lively discussions.  
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Tuesday, 26 June 

Opening Remarks  

Ms Themis Christophidou, Director-General for Education, Culture, Youth and Sport welcomed the participants and 
introduced the different speakers and topics. She gave an overview of the purpose of this year's Ministerial 
meeting and what the platform has achieved so far to put things into perspective. 

Mr Tibor Navracsics, European Commissioner for Education, Culture, Youth and Sport took the floor to deliver a 
keynote speech which highlighted the importance of education for the Western Balkans and the Commission's 
commitment to help young people from the region, particularly after the publication of the new Strategy for the 
Western Balkans (February 2018) and the recent EU-Western Balkans Summit in Sofia (May 2018).  

Session 2: Education Reforms in the Western Balkans  

Main Policy Developments in Education, Training and Youth 

Ms Themis Christophidou, gave an overview of the main strides achieved in the framework of the Western Balkans 
Platform on Education and Training, such as the establishment of the Western Balkans Alumni Association (WBAA) 
in March 2018, the participation of all the WB countries in the next round of PISA, the publication of different 
studies on teacher training, the relevance of higher education and research capacities, etc.. She emphasised the 
importance of further cooperation to improve the performance of the region in the Erasmus+ programme and the 
Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions. 

Ms Christophidou then provided a comprehensive update on recent education and training developments, such as 
the Gothenburg Summit in November 2017 and follow-up packages (January and May 2018), as well as the 
Bologna Ministerial conference in Paris in May 2018 and the aim to establish a European Education Area by 2025. 
To set the frame for discussions, Ms Christophidou introduced the Commission's new Strategy for 'A credible 
enlargement perspective for and enhanced EU engagement with the Western Balkans'. The Strategy includes 
important measures in the area of education, training and youth, namely the increase of Erasmus+ funds for the 
region, a new VET pilot scheme, improved cooperation with the Regional Youth Cooperation Office (RYCO) and 
more focus on digital skills. 

New Strategy for the Western Balkans  

Ms Genoveva Ruiz Calavera, Director at the Directorate General for Neighbourhood Policy & Enlargement 
Negotiations further explained the political reasoning behind the publication of the New Strategy for the Western 
Balkans to reinforce a credible enlargement perspective for the region. She also recalled the main outcomes of the 
Sofia Summit which took place on 17 May 2018. She reinforced the reasoning behind the Strategy by reaffirming 
the membership perspective of the Western Balkans to the EU. This merit-based prospect for the Western Balkans 
is in the Union's very own political, security and economic interest. It is a geostrategic investment in a stable, strong 
and united Europe based on common values.  

She insisted that a credible accession perspective is the key driver of transformation in the region. This is where the 
improvement of the education sector becomes an essential part of that transformation. The role of education must 
be given a higher priority especially in terms of fostering greater tolerance, promoting European values and 
strengthening the cohesion of society. By investing on education, we are investing more in the younger generations, 
which will be future EU citizens.  

The European Commission is committed to increase the Erasmus+ funding over the next years. On Vocational 
Education and Training, a pilot mobility scheme for learners and trainers is being established. On digital skills, the 
Commission will open the participation of WB countries to two EU initiatives, namely SELFIE and HEInnovate. These 
tools support institutions in assessing their entrepreneurial and innovation capabilities and in developing digital 
capacity.  

Finally, and in order to support the socio-economic development of the youth of the Western Balkans, the 
Commission is looking at establishing a “Western Balkans Youth Lab”, providing space for innovative policy-making 
addressing the needs of young people and tackling issues common also to some EU Member States, such as “brain 
drain”. 
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Discussion with Ministers 

As one of the issues stressed by the European Commission throughout the New Strategy is the need for the 
countries to take ownership of the enlargement process, all Ministers from the region were invited to review the 
state of play of their most recent educational reforms, share best practice as well as their plans for the upcoming 
year. Ms Christophidou asked the different Ministers to reflect on two questions to guide the discussions: 

 Their reform efforts in the framework of the new Western Balkan Strategy 
 An example of good neighbourly cooperation in education and training 

Each Minister briefly outlined their most recent reform efforts, such as the accreditation of modules and teacher 
training in Albania, a new Strategy on Education in the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, a series of new 
laws and curricula introducing digitalisation at all levels in Serbia, the continuing efforts to implement the 
Qualification Framework in Bosnia and Herzegovina, revised curricula focusing on learning outcomes and labour 
market needs in Montenegro, and a campaign to align with European Standards in Kosovo.  

It is clear from the discussions that the biggest challenge faced by all the countries of the region is the quality of 
education (at all levels). Other priority areas mentioned are employability, lifelong learning, university-business 
cooperation, equal access to education, teacher education, digitalisation, data collection and processing, pre-school 
education and Vocational Education and Training. Although examples of good neighbourly cooperation exist (e.g. 
protocols for cooperation signed between Bosnia and Herzegovina and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, 
Croatia and Montenegro), the need to cooperate further was highlighted several times.  

The participation of the WB countries in international assessments such as PISA, TIMSS and PIRLS was welcomed, 
as it should help the countries address the issue of quality at an earlier stage. The establishment of WBAA and 
RYCO, which will allow the participation of young people in policy-making, was also welcomed, as was the increase 
of Erasmus+ funds under the new Strategy. Ms Ruiz Calavera used the opportunity to announce the development 
of a new youth intra-regional exchange programme in the region, under RYCO's lead. 

Session 3: Recognition of Academic Qualifications    

Recognition of Qualifications as Stepping Stone for Further Integration   

The last session of the Ministerial was chaired by Ms Antoaneta Angelova-Krasteva, Director at the Directorate 
General for Education, Culture, Youth and Sport and focused on recognition of academic qualifications, which had 
been identified as priority by the Ministers of the region at the last Ministerial meeting in Belgrade in 2017. The 
region's efforts to remove obstacles to mobility of highly qualified workforce is in line with the Mobility Agenda of 
the Multiannual Action Plan on the Regional Economic Area endorsed by the Prime Ministers of the Western 
Balkans in the framework of the Berlin Process. 

Ms Vanessa Debiais-Sainton, Head of Unit at the Directorate General for Education, Culture, Youth and Sport 
introduced the topic of automatic recognition by emphasising it is one of the cornerstones of the Bologna process, 
as highlighted again in the 2018 Paris Communiqué. She recalled the five principles of the 1997 Lisbon Convention 
on the Recognition of Qualification, with a specific focus on the Western Balkans, where the situation is quite 
diverse: while Albania has specified four of the five principles in national legislation, the former Yugoslav Republic 
of Macedonia has not implemented any of them, and the others only one to three.  

Ms Debiais-Sainton further explained to which extend the WB countries are applying system-level automatic 
recognition, based on the Bologna pathfinder group recommendations of 2015. Here again important discrepancies 
amongst educational systems were outlined, which need to be streamlined. She then emphasised the importance 
of quality assurance (QA) as a basis of trust for cooperation between higher education institutions, particularly for 
recognition. Unfortunately, in the Western Balkans there are still countries where national QA systems are not fully 
aligned with the Standards and Guidelines for QA in the European Higher Education Area. 

In order to improve the implementation of Bologna principles, Ms Debias-Sainton mentioned the three new peer 
groups on qualification frameworks, quality assurance and recognition established by the Bologna Follow-Up 
Group, and encouraged the WB countries to apply to the on-going call (deadline 9 August 2018).  Finally, she 
highlighted the Commission's recent proposal for a Council Recommendation on the Automatic Mutual Recognition 
of Diplomas and Learning Periods Abroad, published on 22 May 2018.  
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All WB countries were also highly encouraged to register in EQAR - the European Quality Assurance Register for 
Higher Education - and become members of ENQA – the European Association for Quality Assurance in Higher 
Education. 

Automatic Recognition of Academic Qualifications in the Western Balkans  

Mr Goran Svilanovic, Secretary General of the Regional Cooperation Council (RCC) gave an overview of the 
implementation of the Multiannual Action Plan on the Regional Economic Area endorsed by the Prime Ministers of 
the Western Balkans under the Mobility component. One of the priorities outlined is to remove obstacles to mobility 
of highly qualified workforce, in particular through joint standards and principles for automatic recognition of 
quality assured academic qualifications. The six economies also committed to remove obstacles to mobility of 
students, researchers and academics through joint policies, measures and instruments aimed at increasing 
academic and research mobility and cooperation.  

RCC and the Education Reform Initiative of South Eastern Europe (ERI SEE) jointly facilitated the implementation of 
the regional actions under this component of the Multiannual Action Plan (MAP). These actions were built on the 
priorities outlined in the South East 2020 Strategy, RCC's and the ERI SEE's respective work programmes, as well as 
the work within the framework of the Bologna process and the relevant recommendations outlined in the Yerevan 
Communiqué in May 2015 and reconfirmed in the Paris Communiqué in May 2018.  

To ensure the implementation, monitoring and transparent reporting on the progress of the actions aimed at 
removing obstacles to the recognition of academic qualifications, the RCC and ERI SEE formed a joint Working 
Group on Recognition of Academic Qualifications (WG RAQ). 

Discussion with Ministers 

Mr Svilanovic gave the floor to the respective Ministers to discuss their shared challenges in the area of recognition 
of academic qualifications. He tailored the questions addressed to each of the Ministers tackling specific 
bottlenecks faced by the different recognition systems. Some of the addressed questions where: 

 What are the challenges to recognition of academic qualifications that you identify as a key priority?  

 How do you tackle the challenge to include the recognition of refugee’s and migrant qualifications? 
 What are the key benefits of regional cooperation in recognition of academic qualifications in your 

perspective? 
 Can you share with us how the changes made to the legal framework for Higher Education will impact 

recognition? 
 Which are the major obstacles which the ENIC/NARIC offices in your respective countries face nowadays?  

Besides introducing their main reform efforts in the area of recognition, the Ministers highlighted the main 
challenges they face, such as lengthy recognition procedures, high costs, problems between individual countries 
(such as Albania and Serbia, or Kosovo and Bosnia and Herzegovina), low quality of higher education and need for 
independent quality assurance bodies. Most Ministers suggested the establishment of a ranking/list of higher 
education institutions, which would help the countries decide which qualifications should be automatically 
recognised. 

Towards Joint Principles for Recognition of Academic Qualifications 

Ms Tina Saric, Director of the Education Reform Initiative of South Eastern Europe (ERI SEE) completed the 
information given by the Ministers by further explaining the work done by the Working Group on Recognition of 
Academic Qualifications (WG RAQ). It is composed of representatives of the Ministries of education and 
ENIC/NARIC offices from the Western Balkan countries, joined by the representatives of Quality Assurance bodies. 

The WG RAQ is responsible for preparing joint regional activities and to ensure the implementation of MAP actions 
aimed at removing obstacles to the recognition of academic qualifications, namely the development of: 

 a model of fast-track recognition of academic qualifications, in accordance with the Bologna Process and 
other EU recommendations; 

 principles to be adopted and implemented across the region, with emphasis on quality assurance of the 
recognition procedures; 
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 tools for enhanced communication and information flow among the bodies responsible for recognition (i.e. 
joint guides to assist ENIC/NARIC offices, a joint on-line information system & an operational sub-regional 
network of ENIC/NARIC centres).  

At their last meeting in June 2018, the WG RAQ prepared a set of "Principles for automatic recognition of academic 
qualifications in the WB6". These key principles were officially endorsed by the Ministers during the Ministerial and 
constitute a cornerstone for the development of a model for fast track recognition.  

The principles read as follows:  

We are AWARE of the importance of improving recognition processes for the region, in light of the 
commitments made by the Prime Ministers in the Multi-Annual Plan on Regional Economic Area; and the 
commitments made by the European Higher Education Area (EHEA) Ministers to the long-term goal of 
automatic recognition of comparable academic degrees in the Bucharest Communiqué, adopted in April 2012 
and reconfirmed in the Paris Communiqué, adopted in May 2018. 

We WELCOME the establishment of the joint ERI SEE – RCC Working Group on Recognition of Academic 
Qualifications, and COMMEND the progress made thus far towards achieving the ambitious goal of developing 
a model for automatic recognition of academic qualifications in the WB6 by 2020. 

We ENDORSE the key principles which should underline the recognition of academic qualifications and form the 
basis of a model of automatic recognition of academic qualifications.  

These are: 

All recognition of academic qualifications should be based on transparent and fair procedures aligned with 
the Lisbon Recognition Convention; 

All recognition of academic qualifications depends on trust in the higher education systems based on 
quality assurance and accreditation aligned with the European Standards and Guidelines for Quality 
Assurance;  

All recognition of academic qualifications procedures depend on good cooperation, swift, reliable and 
objective exchange of information between ENIC/NARIC and Quality Assurance bodies. 

Therefore, we ENCOURAGE stepping up the efforts towards development of quality assurance systems in line 
with the European Standards and Guidelines; CALL for further efforts for closer cooperation of Quality 
Assurance bodies and ENIC/NARIC offices in the region; INVITE the Working Group on Recognition of Academic 
Qualifications to put forward a proposal for a model that would allow automatic recognition of some academic 
qualifications in line with the agreement that will be officially reached by the WB6 and setting up of the 
procedures for dealing with recognition of other academic qualifications. We invite the Working group to 
prepare the proposal by end of 2018 and to report on progress at the 2019 Ministerial Meeting of the Western 
Balkans Platform on Education and Training. 

Karl Dittrich, President of EQAR, took the floor to invite the WB countries to become governmental members of 
EQAR (Serbia and Kosovo are still missing) and full members of ENQA. HE offered EQAR's and ENQA's assistance to 
share expertise and advise, and RCC proposed to invite both organisations to the next WG RAQ meeting in October.  

Closing Remarks 

Ms Angelova-Krasteva wrapped up the Ministerial meeting by congratulating all speakers for their concrete 
proposals and strict deadlines, and recalled the importance of implementation and taking ownership. She 
encouraged the countries to make use of all the tools available to help them with their reform efforts and their 
path towards accession, including organisations such as WBAA, RYCO, RCC and ERI SEE.  

Next year's Ministerial meeting will provide a good opportunity to update each other on the achieved objectives. It 
will also offer the opportunity to tackle Vocational Education and Training (VET) as one of the main topics of 
discussion, as it has not yet been covered under this platform.  

For the second topic, the European Commission will take into consideration the discussions over the past two days 
and in other for a (such as sub-committees), and will communicate the final topic and location to the Ministries 
after the summer. 

July 2018 


