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language barrier 

Elephant in the room = a problem that everyone knows about but no one mentions 

Euro-sceptic 

a score = around 20 

Noble endeavour 

patchwork reality 

to wreak havoc = to cause chaos 

goody bags = gifts given to children at parties or to adults e.g. at conferences 

come up with a cunning plan (a phrase often used by the character Baldrick in Blackadder) 

the creation of Eve from Adam's rib (see the book of Genesis) 

to carve out e.g. a niche/career/time 

a stand-alone portfolio = something that has its own merit 

"us lot" = informal “us”, also “you lot” 

a snub 

consolation prize 

cranks 

Arsenal Football Club 

A sketched-out speech 

bore the pants off the audience 

raw material 

dull, stodgy 

sex up / polish up documents 

passages of purple prose 

adjust to a particular slant/flavour 

a law-abiding institution 

“That puts the butter on our bread” 

blandness 

juicy bits 

to butter someone up = to make them more receptive to your requests 



squandering people's money = wasting money 

gormless = stupid, dopey 

gathering dust 

stripped out 

to be on your best behaviour 

to make waves 

stirring things up 

a slap in the face 

pulling strings = making use of your contacts to get something you want 

to poke your head out 

Poacher turned gamekeeper 

Punchy style 

To hone a skill 

Dark arts of office politics 

Under the byline of 

To have (much of) a say in something 

A (language) spat = a fight 

To get stirred up 

To take something amiss = to take it badly or wrongly 

Language and intercultural dialogue 

Nothing out of the ordinary 

Hijack identities 

chuffed 

Plain-speaking 

Pursue a line 

Aghast 

Fouling its own nest 

A minefield 

undaunted 

Surreptitiously 

To dally in/with something 



Hot potatoes 

Address something head-on 

Unscathed = intact, unharmed 

Grasp a nettle, stir up a hornet’s nest 

Go rogue 

Lines to take- LTT 

to go solo 


