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Hazards and Risks  

Due to its geographical location and topography 
Vietnam is prone to typhoons, floods and salinity 
intrusion. Typhoons hitting Vietnam on average five 
to six times per year raise sea levels and send 
storm surges up estuaries, inundating valuable 
croplands. The accompanying rains increase the 
risk of floods.  

The Red River basin in the north and the Mekong 
delta in the south, two of Asia’s main river deltas, 
are flooded almost annually during the peak mon-
soons season. With environmental degradation, 
drought and forest fires have also become a regular 
occurrence. 

Vietnam is also considered a country highly vulner-
able to present trends in climate change, in par-
ticular in the coastal areas. 

ECHO’s response 

Through it Disaster Preparedness Programme 
DIPECHO, the European Commission Humanitarian 
Aid department (ECHO) aims at increasing the resil-
ience of communities facing recurrent natural haz-
ards, in particular floods and 
typhoons. 

Since 1998, twenty-three pro-
jects have been funded in Viet-
nam under the DIPECHO pro-
gramme for over €6 million. In 
addition, a series of actions 
have been undertaken through 
regional projects to support 
national frameworks and net-
working. Projects have focused 
on coastal and delta areas, as 
well as more recently on remote 
mountainous provinces. 

Activities funded include the 
establishment of flood early 
warning systems, construction of 
small scale mitigation projects 
such as dykes, the improvement 
of organisational capacities of 

Search and rescue drill by Vietnamese and Netherlands Red Cross 
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Population 85,262,356 (July 2007 est.)  

Population growth rate 1.004% (2007 est.)  

GDP per capita $3,100 (2006 est.) 

Pop. below poverty line 19.5% (2004 est.) 

Life expectancy 71.07 yrs 

Infant mortality 24.37/1,000 live births 
Source: CIA Factbook 
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communities and local authorities, and the devel-
opment of village disaster management plans as 
well as education measures in schools. 

Advocacy and public awareness measures have 
been strongly reinforced, thanks to a joint initia-

tive launched by DIPECHO partner agencies, to 
better disseminate and promote disaster risk re-
duction among the decision-makers, donors and the 
general public. 

 

DIPECHO funded projects between November 2006 and May 2008 for a total of almost €2.4 million: 

 Partner  Hazard addressed / project type Area 
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Care International  Floods, storms Binh Dinh  

Development Workshop 
France 

Typhoons  Thua Thien Hué  

Netherlands Red Cross / 
Spanish Red Cross / Viet-
namese Red Cross 

Floods, droughts  Quang Tri, Thua Thien Hue, 
Ninh Thuan, Binh Thuan 

Save the Children  Child-focused flood preparedness and response to 
floods 

Yen Bai, Thanh Hoa, Tien 
Giang  

UNDP / CECI Recurrent natural hazards particularly flash floods Lao Cai, Kon Tum  

World Vision  Integration of community-based disaster risk man-
agement for floods and droughts into development 
programs 

Quang Tri, Thanh Hoa ,Yen 
Bai  

Care International with 
all DIPECHO partners 

Advocacy network Country wide 
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UNISDR / UNOCHA Support to development of national disaster risk re-
duction plan   

National level 

UNESCAP / ADPC Development of partnerships, networking, integration 
of community-based disaster risk reduction into 
socio-economic plans at national level 

National level, Dong Thap 

Mekong River  
Commission / ADPC 

Support to flood preparedness programs at provincial, 
district and commune levels in Lower Mekong Basin 

Tien Biang 

 

About ECHO: The Humanitarian Aid department (ECHO) is part of the European Commission, the European 
Union’s executive arm.  It comes under the direct responsibility of Louis Michel, European Commissioner 
for Development and Humanitarian Aid. Through ECHO funding, nearly 20 million people are helped each 
year in more than 60 countries through 190 partners (NGOs, international organisations, the Red Cross and 
Red Crescent movement, and UN agencies). In 2006, the Commission provided €671 million for humanitar-
ian programmes. Web: http://ec.europa.eu/echo/ 

For more information contact ECHO’s Regional Support Office in Bangkok, tel +66 2 255 10 35 / 36 
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Thearat Touch, Programme Assistant     e-mail: program01@echo-bangkok.org 

Heinke Veit, Regional Information Officer    e-mail: rio@echo-bangkok.org 


