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Hazards and Risks  

More than 7,000 islands make up the Philippines, 
although the majority of its fast-growing population 
lives on merely eleven of them. The country, one 
of the most disaster-prone in the world, is regularly 
affected by earthquakes and volcanic eruptions, 
with some 17 active volcanoes monitored.  

Of the average thirty typhoons sweeping the Pacific 
every year, some twenty hit the Philippines, mostly 
between July and November. Their accumulated 
impact erodes the livelihoods of the poorest popu-
lations. Abundant rainfall in the wake of typhoons 
increases the risks of landslides. Excessive logging 
activities and the lack of implementation of build-
ing and zoning codes aggravate further these risks. 

Well trained and equipped local resources manage 
to evacuate people at risk on time, reducing the 
loss of lives, but the impact of these hazards on 
livelihoods in the poorest regions of the Philippines 
is still important. In 2006 alone, 2.4 million families 
were affected by typhoons, leading to the dis-
placement of 3.4 million people and a death toll  
of 1,158. 

ECHO’s response 

Through its Disaster Prepared-
ness Programme DIPECHO, the 
European Commission Humani-
tarian Aid department (ECHO) 
aims at building the resilience 
of communities regularly af-
fected by natural disasters. 
DIPECHO also supports the 
improvement of preparedness 
and response capacities of the 
authorities and specialised 
institutions such as PAGASA 
and PHILVOCS.  

Since 1998, 8 projects have 
been funded under the 
DIPECHO Programme for some 
€2.3 million. Additional funds 
have been channelled through 

Earthquake drill in a school in Cabalanga, Philippines 
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Population 91,077,287 (July 2007 est.)  

Population growth rate 1.764% (2007 est.)  

GDP per capita $5,000 (2006 est.) 

Pop. below poverty line 40% (2001 est.) 

Life expectancy 70.51 yrs 

Infant mortality 22.12 per1,000 live births 
Source: CIA Factbook 
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regional initiatives. The majority of activities are 
taking place in the eastern islands of the country in 
areas at risks for typhoons, floods, earthquakes, 
tsunamis and landslides. 

The Programme covers a wide range of activities 
addressing all levels of the public administration 
but also looking at linkages between the communi-
ties and authorities. Such activities include 
strengthening community and LGU capacities, small 
scale mitigation measures such as riverbank and 
slope stabilisation, early warning systems, inclusion 
of disaster risk reduction measures into local de-

velopment plans, awareness raising, education, 
contingency planning.  

At municipal, provincial and regional levels, 
DIPECHO supports the integration of disaster risk 
reduction measures into socio-economic and devel-
opment plans, training, awareness raising, advo-
cacy. At national level, DIPECHO contributes to the 
elaboration of strategic frameworks for disaster 
risk reduction as well as the development of school 
curricula. 

 

 
DIPECHO funded projects between November 2006 and May 2008 for a total of almost €1.4 million: 

 Partner  Hazard addressed / project type Area 
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CARE Netherlands   Typhoons, floods, landslides Southern Leyte, Camarines Sur, 
Aurora  

GTZ Typhoons, floods, landslides Leyte, Samar Biliran Islands 

Oxfam - GB Drawing lessons from good practices with stake-
holders and media  

Manila, Albay  

UNDP & National Eco-
nomic and Development 
Authority 

Mainstreaming disaster risk management in sub-
national/development and physical planning  

Benguet, Quezon, Albay, Leyte, 
Surigao del Sur, Surigao del Norte  
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UNESCAP/ADPC Development of partnerships, networking, integra-
tion of community-based disaster risk reduction into 
socio-economic plans at national level 

Manila, Albay  

UNDP/ADPC Mainstreaming of disaster risk reduction in the 
education sector, development of school curricula 

Manila, Mindanao – Surigao City, 
Visayas and Luzon Island 

UNISDR / UNOCHA Development of national disaster risk reduction plan   National level 

 

About ECHO: The Humanitarian Aid department (ECHO) is part of the European Commission, the European 
Union’s executive arm.  It comes under the direct responsibility of Louis Michel, European Commissioner 
for Development and Humanitarian Aid. Through ECHO funding, nearly 20 million people are helped each 
year in more than 60 countries through 190 partners (NGOs, international organisations, the Red Cross and 
Red Crescent movement, and UN agencies). In 2006, the Commission provided €671 million for humanitar-
ian programmes.  Web: http://ec.europa.eu/echo/ 

For more information contact ECHO’s Regional Support Office in Bangkok, tel +66 2 255 10 35 / 36 

Cécile Pichon, Technical Assistant      e-mail: ta02@echo-bangkok.org 

Thearat Touch, Programme Assistant     e-mail: program01@echo-bangkok.org 

Heinke Veit, Regional Information Officer    e-mail: rio@echo-bangkok.org 


