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Subject matter related to 

 Annual Union Work Programme for European standardisation (Art. 12, point a) 

 
Possible future standardisation requests to European standardisation organisations 

(Art. 12, point b) 

 Formal objections to harmonised standards (Art. 12, point c) 

 Identifications of ICT technical specifications (Art. 12, point d) 

 
Delegated acts to modify Annexes I or III of Regulation (EU) No 1025/2012 (Art. 12, 

point e) 

 

Title of the initiative 

Formal Objection against EN ISO 12402-2:2006 Personal flotation devices - Part 2: 

Lifejackets, performance level 275 - Safety requirements, EN ISO 12402-3:2006 Personal 

flotation devices - Part 3: Lifejackets, performance level 150 - Safety requirements, EN ISO 

12402-4:2006 Personal flotation devices - Part 4: Lifejackets, performance level 100 - 

Safety requirements (including relevant amendments) 

 

Additional information 

Legislative reference(s) 
Directive 89/686/EEC on the approximation of the laws of the 

Member States relating to personal protective equipment  

EN reference(s) 

EN ISO 12402-2:2006 (as amended by A1:2010), EN ISO 

12402-3:2006 (as amended by A1:2010), EN ISO 12402-

4:2006 (as amended by A1:2010) 

Status  

Other information 

This objection was raised by Sweden on 8 May 2014 against 

EN ISO 12402-2:2006, EN ISO 12402-3:2006, EN ISO 12402-

4:2006 (all parts amended) the references of which have been 

published in the Official Journal of the European Union. 
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Swedish formal objection against harmonized standards EN ISO 12402-2, 
EN ISO 12402-3 and EN ISO 12402-4.  
 
In December 2012 workplace accident occurred at a construction site in in Sweden. An 
employee wearing an inflatable life jacket fell into cold water and the inflatable life-jacket, 
equipped with an automatic inflation device, did not inflate.  
 
The Swedish work environment investigated the accident and came to the conclusion that the 
life jacket had not inflated because the gas cartridge was partly detached and it detach during 
use due to body movements and operations carried out. Loose or detached gas cylinders were 
also found in several other inflatable lifejackets.  
 
An inflatable lifejackets shall be safe to use throughout the period of activity and maintain its 
protective properties. If the gas cylinder detach, the inflatable lifejacket will no longer protect 
against drowning. 
 
The lack of requirements to ensure that the gas cartridge does not detach during use, i.e. when 
the user is exposed to the risk, is a shortcoming of the harmonized standards EN ISO 12402-2, 
EN ISO 12402-3 and EN ISO 12402-4.  
 
Under Directive 89/686/EEC, Article 3, the PPE referred to in Article 1 must satisfy the basic 
health and safety requirements laid down in Annex II.  
A harmonized standard is considered to give presumption of conformity with the essential 
health and safety requirements in accordance with Annex ZA of the relevant standard. 
In this case the following essential health and safety requirements in Annex II of directive 
89/686/EEC are not met,  

•  Item 1.1.1 Principles for design  
 The PPE must be so designed and manufactured that in the foreseeable 
conditions of use for which is intended the user can perform the risk-related 
activity normally whilst enjoying appropriate protection of the highest possible 
level 
 
•  Item 1.2.1 Absence of risks and other “inherent” nuisance factors  
 PPE must be so designed and manufactured as to prelude risks and other 
nuisance factors under foreseeable conditions of use. 
 
•  Item 3.4 Prevention of drowning, last paragraph  
 - It must be suitable for prolonged use throughout the period of activity 
exposing the user, possibly dressed, to the risk of falling into the liquid medium 
or requiring his immersion in it. 

 
 


















