
The 
Small Business Act for Europe 

Marie Corman  

Coordination of Euro-Mediterranean Industrial 

Cooperation  

International Affairs and Missions for Growth, 

Directorate-General for Enterprise and Industry, 

European Commission  

 
 
 
 

 
 

Beirut, 8 October 2014  
 



 

Euro-Mediterranean industrial 
cooperation  

  

Policy framework 
 

 1995  Barcelona process 

 2004  European     
  Neighbourhood Policy 

 2008  Union for the    
  Mediterranean 

 

 
 

 

 



 

Euro-Mediterranean industrial 
cooperation 

   

Objectives  

 Build a Euro-Mediterranean area of 
shared prosperity 

 Share policies and programmes for 
entreprises and industry 

 

 
 

 

 



 

Euro-Mediterranean industrial 
cooperation 

   

Industry Ministers meet every two years  

To take stock of progress 

To plan the next steps 

 

9th ministerial meeting, Brussels, February 
2014 

 2014-2015 work programme 

 
 

 

 



 

2014-2015 work programme 
 

 1.   
1. SMEs 

 

2. 2. Networks 

 

3. 3. Trade 

 

4. 4. Textiles/clothing, creative industries 

 
 

 

 



1. EU SMEs in the crisis 
- Why are SMEs  so important? 
 

1. 99 out 100 European Businesses are SMEs (9 
out of ten have less than 10 employees) 

2. They provide 2 out of 3 private sector jobs 

3. 85% of new jobs between 2002-2010 in the EU 
were created by SMEs 

 

=> All efforts to reinforce the EUs global 
competitive position have to put SMEs central  

 

 

 

 



What is an SME? 

http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/sme/facts-figures-analysis/sme-definition/index_en.htm 



EU SMEs in the crisis – main 
trends 

 
Source: Eurostat/National Statistics Offices of Member States/Cambridge Econometrics/Ecorys 

Note: 2011 and 2012 figures are estimates. 



 
 
 
2.The EU’s SME Policy 
 Guiding principles: 

 Subsidiarity as the starting point -> SME 
 policy is – first of all- national business 
 

 Role of EU   
  -> areas where joint EU action may yield 

 value-added 

  -> issues where the EU as such has the 

 responsibility to improve the situation of 
 SMEs 

 
 
 
 
 



The EU’s SME Policy 
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The EU’s SME Policy - The “Small Business 
Act” for Europe 

 

• Adopted in June 2008 

• Main objective: create a common framework for 
SME initiatives and implement the “Think Small 
First” principle 

• 10 principles and a set of policy actions to 
implement them  

• SBA Review in 2011 



The 10 SBA principles 

1. Support entrepreneurship 

2. Give a 2nd chance (failure) 

3. “Think Small First” (reduce burdens) 

4. Public administration responsive to SME needs (e-
government) 

5. Improve access to public procurement & use of state aid 

6. Facilitate access to finance 

7. Benefit from Single Market opportunities 

8. Access to skills and innovation 

9. Eco-innovation/environment opportunities 

10. Access to external markets 



Support programmes/measures 
 

=>SME Innovation  

 Example: Horizon 2020 (€ 77 000 Mio) 

 

=>SME Finance 

 Example: COSME (€ 2 400 Mio) 

 

=>SME Access to new markets 

 Example: Enterprise Europe network 

http://een.ec.europa.eu/ 

http://ec.europa.eu/easme/business-
cooperation-centres_en.htm 
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SBA Governance 

Network of SME 
Envoys SME 

Assembly 

SME 
Performance 

Review 



SBA Governance 

SME Assembly 
Naples 1-3 October 2014 

 

Daniel ABBOUD 
  

Association of 
Lebanese 
Industrialists 

Manal YASSINE 
  

Ministry of 
Industry, 
Charter/SBA 
Coordinator in 
Lebanon 



SME Performance Review: example 



Figure 4: Total number of policy measures taken by EU27’s Member States in 

2012/Q1-2013 

  

Source: European Commission, mimeo. 



SINGLE MARKET 



INTERNATIONALIZATION 



Country Evaluation Training 

Algeria 16 June 2014 17-18 June 2014 
Improving skills;  
Promoting innovation. 

Morocco 23 June 2014 24-25 June 2014  
Information on enterprises;  
Green economy. 
 

Israel 7 July 2014 17-18 September  2014 
e-Government (2 days). 
 

Tunisia 10 September 2014 11-12 September 2014 
Innovation; 
Second chance. 
 



Country Evaluation Training 

Egypt 28 September  2014 12-13 November 2014 
Innovation; 
Green economy.  

Lebanon 8 October 2014 09-10 October 2014 
Internationalisation of SMEs 
(2days). 
 

Jordan  15 October 2014 26-27 November 2014 
Supporting SMEs to benefit 
from the Euro-Mediterranean 
network and partnerships ; 
Tbc 
 

Palestine 28 October 2014 29-30 October 2014 
Topics: 
Innovation (2 days). 

 

Libya Tbc Tbc 



Total EU: € 21,187 m

Regional: € 1,254 m

Algeria: € 726 m

Egypt: € 4,603 m

Jordan: € 1,661 m

Lebanon: € 779 m

Libya: € 17 m

Morocco: € 7,390 m

Palestine: € 766 m

Tunisia: € 3,991 m

EU ongoing assistance in Southern and Eastern Mediterranean 
countries in support to investment and inclusive growth - by country 

 



Total: € 779 m

Inclusive economic development: € 161 m

Private sector and trade development:                          
€ 227 m

Energy: € 84 m

Transport: € 77 m

Environment, water, sanitation: € 230 m

Sector breakdown of EU assistance in Lebanon  



But also 

  

 - Euro-Mediterranean Statistical Business 
Register Working Group, 9 – 10 
September 2014, Paris 

 
  
  

 
 
 

ABDALLAH Ziad 

Head of IT department 

responsible of consumer 

price index project 



Liens utiles 
 
Small Business Act for Europe 
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies
/sme/small-business-act/index_fr.htm 
 
 

SME Performance Review 
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/polici
es/sme/facts-figures-
analysis/performance-
review/index_en.htm 
 
Coopération industrielle euro-
méditerranéenne 
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies
/international/promoting-
neighbourhood/mediterranean/index_fr.
htm 
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Bases de données de bonnes pratiques 
 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/polici
es/sme/best-
practices/database/euromed/index.
cfm?fuseaction=welcome.detail&lan
guage=FR 

 
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/polici

es/sme/best-
practices/database/SBA/index.cfm?
fuseaction=welcome.detail 
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