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From the Editor
Welcome to the third edition of the European Cluster Observatory
Newsletter. In it you will find a full report on the GROW your REGIOn
Conference that was held in Brussels in April 2015 and was a unique
opportunity for policy-makers and practitioners dealing with smart
specialisation and clusters to exchange on how to create regional
growth and support SMEs in regions. The success of the conference
was based on close cooperation between the Directorate-Generals
GROWTH and REGIO of the European Commission that jointly organised
the conference. We believe that this conference marks a key turning
point and strengthening of cooperation actions to ensure that clusters
play a key role in supporting the implementation of smart specialisation
strategies across Europe.
We were very pleased to meet so many key players from the cluster
and regional development stakeholder communities and we recognise
that such events can sometimes create much more value than sixmonths of work on your own. We wanted to share with you some key
lessons and pictures from this event that was innovative not only for
its topic but also for its animation tools.

and were able to seek and provide information on topics that interested
them directly.
Apart from this, we are proud to announce that the European Cluster
Observatory has improved its mapping tool, and a first version of
the European Cluster Trend report is available, providing insights into
cross-sectoral value chain linkages.
Building trust between partners was one of the key messages received
from conference participants and we also continue to encourage cluster
partnering actions at an inter-regional and international level as a
means of supporting the competitiveness of clusters and the SMEs they
represent. A number of international cluster cooperation support initiatives are still running and some results are shared in this newsletter.
Enjoy the read and we look forward to hearing from you.
Best wishes,

Indeed the conference was characterised by a very strong emphasis
on interactive participation, through a series of sessions which relied
completely on input from the audience. Participants had the chance to
share experiences about cluster practices in their regions, learn about
novel ways of implementing smart specialisation, and explore new cluster
partnerships for joint activities. All participants were actively engaged
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the European Commission’s Directorate General for Growth
(which has been renamed to “Clusters, Social Economy and
Entrepreneurship” and is now headed by Michel Catinat).

European Cluster Observatory news mapping tool
New mapping tool

The key research questions of this study were the following:
• What are the global mega trends in industrial transformations?
What are the opportunities for global collaboration between
cluster organisations and SMEs? Which areas, markets, and
suitable strategic partners in third countries have the greatest
potential to foster SME internationalisation?
• What are the cross-sectoral dynamics of industrial
transformations that can lead to the further
development of emerging industries and new patterns of
geographical clustering?
• How will the industrial transformation trends identified
across industries and across nations, or globally, affect
future industrial structures and the development of emerging
industries by 2020? What are the inherent policy implications
of the identified trends?

The mapping tool is an online application that shows cluster-related
statistics for 25 indicators on web pages in a user-friendly way. It provides an updated cluster mapping for 51 sectoral industries and for
ten cross-sectoral emerging industries and by regions, i.e. users can
select industries and regions to visually display cluster strengths and
developments over time. The first version of this tool was released
in October 2014 and the update has been made available in July.

The analysis focused primarily on the European Union Member States, as well as Norway and Switzerland, but it also took
into account global trends in industrial dynamics and cluster development.
The report is divided into two sections. The first one presents
the ten selected emerging industries that are the focus of this
report, and summarises the identified ongoing trends in terms
of cross-sectoral linkages and geographical patterns. It also
highlights three so-called ‘collaboration spaces’ (biotechnology,
environmental technology and surface technologies as collaboration spaces driven by Research and Development) that span
across most of the emerging industries and provide a basis for
cooperation between, and development of, a wider range of
cluster types.
This enhanced version of the European Cluster Observatory mapping
tool provides an improved user interface (better and faster rendering), additional indicators (hotspots, as presented in the Cluster
Panorama report and a set of other new features to improve the
user’s experience. For instance, any of the shown data for the indicators can be easily exported to an Excel file and can be compared
over time on graphs and between regions.

The second section examines these ten emerging industries from
a global perspective by describing global mega trends that shape
future tendencies and outlines potential opportunities for internationalisation. The final version of this report, which will also
include the cluster foresight exercise, will be ready later in 2015.
The first edition of the report is now available and the final v ersion
will be available at http://ec.europa.eu/growth/smes/cluster/
observatory/european-cluster-trend-report/index_en.htm.

Moreover, there is now additional help on the tool explaining how
to use it.
This new version is available at the following URL: http://ec.europa.
eu/growth/smes/cluster/observatory/cluster-mapping-services/
cluster-mapping/mapping-tool/index_en.htm

NEW REPORT: Cluster internationalisation
The European Cluster Observatory team has also issued a report
that provides the first results of identified trends in cluster
dynamics with particular attention to internationalisation and
cross-sectoral linkages. This report will also serve as an input
for a foresight process regarding the future priorities of developments in emerging industries. The report summarises cluster
internationalisation and global mega trends, which are existing
and widespread effective, and from which European SMEs can
benefit, notably those engaged in clusters. Thus, the report will
contribute to provide a global picture and to breakdown the global
mega trends into fields of competitive advantages and opportunities for European SMEs. The report also shows whether
clusters can act as springboards for SMEs to access global value
chains and develop longterm strategic partnerships and if so, at
what level of quality.

NEW REPORT: Cluster Trends
The objective of the European Cluster Trend Report published
in April 2015 was to identify and analyse trends in where and how
clusters of related industries are transforming and where new
specialisation patterns give rise to the renewal or development of
emerging industries. The research aims to help policy-makers, cluster practitioners and companies to identify transformation trends at
an early stage and to facilitate further policy efforts reflecting these
trends. It is intended to support and improve the implementation of
smart specialisation strategies, and it should also help European
regions identify areas of collaboration where industrial trends cut
across not only sectors, but also geographical borders.
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•

The report in based on the results of desk research and a survey
amongst European cluster organisations about their priority areas
and markets for international cluster collaboration. The key points
of this report are the following:
• What are the global mega trends, and how do they influence
emerging industries in their industrial transformations?
• Are there noticeable differences between industries, clusters
and regions when it comes to international cooperation?

Are there common patterns of successful strategies in
cluster internationalisation, useable as a blue print for
further activities?

The report should be regarded as a working document and is
designed to be updated if new data will become available, but it
is already available on http://ec.europa.eu/growth/smes/cluster/
observatory/european-cluster-trend-report/index_en.htm.

Validating the methodology of the Regional Ecosystem
Scoreboard – workshop on the 21 April 2015
The Scoreboard is being developed in the framework of the European Cluster Observatory. With the aim of discussing and validating the methodology of the forthcoming Regional Ecosystem
Scoreboard, a methodological workshop was held in Brussels on
April 21st 2015, which
brought together twenty
high-profile participants
from various backgrounds
such as academics, policymakers, OECD, JRC, EC and
other organisations.

dynamic cross-sectoral collaboration spaces for innovation and
entrepreneurship revealing both enabling and constraining mechanisms. In this way the emphasis of the Scoreboard is on
the conditions and on the dynamics that characterise the
quality and nature of the regional ecosystem and it is not
about measuring performance. The Scoreboard will have the twin
objectives of providing policy-makers both with insights about
general framework conditions for innovation and entrepreneurship in emerging industries and secondly theme-specific framework conditions that are specifically relevant for certain types of
industries and clusters.

The workshop was animated by Kincső Izsak and
Lorena Rivera Leon from
Technopolis Group and
had three main sessions.
First, it aimed to debate
the overall conceptual
framework. A special focus
was subsequently put on the Regional Ecosystem Scoreboard’s measurement dimensions and indicators followed by an animated opentable discussion. Lastly, the workshop sought to challenge the survey
methodology and design along with other data collection strategies.

On the basis of the discussions, the participating experts were asked
to deliver a final vote to validate the conceptual framework and
methodology of the Scoreboard that is expected to be implemented
and published in the autumn 2015.

The objective of the Regional Ecosystem Scoreboard is to identify,
describe and capture the quality of conditions in the regional
ecosystem that can foster or eventually hinder the creation of
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GROW your REGIOn Conference, 2015:
Delivering Smart Specialisation
and economic transformation through clusters
27-28 April 2015 in Brussels/Square
The “GROW your REGIOn Conference, Delivering Smart Specialisation and Economic transformation through clusters”
was a dynamic event bringing together regional policy makers
and members of the business community. The aim was to identify
joint avenues to help drive growth through innovation, collaboration and the breaking of sectoral and regional silos.
This was the first joint event of this kind by the European
Commission’s Directorate General for Internal Market, Industry,
Entrepreneurship, and SMEs, (DG GROWTH), and the Directorate
General for Regional and Urban Policy, (DG REGIO). The joining of
forces of these DGs demonstrated the importance of this topic
and the 350 attendees from across Europe had a fantastic
opportunity to network and directly discuss possible future collaboration in a stimulating environment.

Daniel Calleja supported this statement, saying that “clusters are a
huge driving force [since they] represent 39 % of all European jobs”
and reminded the audience of the importance of SMEs in supporting
growth and innovation.
The next session focused on four Smart Cluster Stories from
different regions that were shared and discussed on stage. Speakers
had been selected from 47 proposals to tell their smart specialisation and cluster stories.
Christine Picard, Regional Innovation Strategy Project Manager,
Rhône-Alpes region, France, together with Isabelle Guillaume, CEO
of Minalogic cluster, Grenoble, France, presented an interregional
cluster cooperation and microelectronics smart specialisation
experience. Isabelle Guillaume highlighted the benefits of interregional cooperation with other clusters through the Silicon Europe project: “we found two axes of complementarity: on technologies, including
between SMEs, and in discovering that each cluster had good practices
that could be shared”. Christine Picard presented the smart specialisation strategy of the Rhône-Alpes region focusing on the role of clusters
in implementing the strategy, through projects such as Health2Care.

Using interactive formats, this conference provided a unique opportunity for regional policy makers and cluster actors to share experiences on how smart specialisation strategies and clusters can
help transform regions and drive growth. Building upon success
stories and innovative practices, participants learnt about novel ways
of implementing smart specialisation through cluster-based activities
and cross-clustering actions. They also had the chance to explore new
partnerships for joint activities in the context of the new generation
of European programmes such as ERDF, COSME and Horizon2020.
A chronological summary of the Conference main highlights are
described below.

DAY 1 – Opening session and Smart Cluster Café
▶▶ Opening Session: Stories of Transformation and Growth
The conference highlighted the common priorities of the two Directorates-General with regard to clusters, industry policy and smart
specialisation. This was emphasised by Directors General Daniel
Calleja (GROWTH) and Walter Deffaa (REGIO) who opened the conference in a joint dialogue. They shared their common beliefs and
notably the will for a continued cooperation between the two DGs in
the future on these topics. “Clusters can bring in knowledge needed
to make smart specialisation successful” pointed out Walter Deffaa.

Daniel A. Gottschald, Managing Director of Chemical Cluster Bavaria,
Germany, presented the idea of value creation partnership for
cross-cutting innovation through clusters. He advocated that the
cluster managers are in charge of creating growth in their region and
emphasised the need for cluster managers to also discuss with clusters
and businesses outside their
own fields where cross-sectoral synergies can be found.
Innovative and opportunistic
networking methods were
also highlighted.
Claudia Bettiol, Project
Manager at Veneto Region,
Italy, shared her experience
on RIS3 cross-sectoral cluster cooperation in the Creative
industries and Smart Agrifood sector. Through the example of a
cooperation between the silk industry and design industry in Veneto
Region, the need for a strong cooperation between regional authorities and clusters to support SMEs involvement in Research and innovation projects, including international cooperation was highlighted.
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Vassilios Makios, Director-General of Corallia Cluster Initiative, Greece,
presented the history of cluster development in his country and the benefits of cluster developments
on Greece which persuaded
the Greek government to start
a national cluster programme.
He further advocated for
the development of cluster development across
k nowledge–intensive
sectors.

cluster policies and initiatives can help deliver smart specialisation
that contributes to economic transformation and growth across
Europe’s regions.
Participants at the conference had been asked to take notes on different discussion topics when listening to the Smart Cluster Stories,
such as “challenges and opportunities”, “game-changing moment”
or “transfer potential”, and then share their opinion on the topic in
small groups. Participants brainstormed while a group rapporteur
took notes of the main ideas on a board.
Sharing the results

Asked about the key lessons of their cluster smart stories, the
speakers replied in terms of SMEs involvement, need for time for
people to realise they want and need to share with others, accepting
competition because cooperation is needed, and the need for building
trust between clusters for long term cooperation.

At the end of the discussion,
groups of participants were
invited to each write on cards
two main ideas that came out
of their discussion and report to
the whole audience.

Creativity at core
The key messages
from the four Smart
Cluster Stories were
graphically captured
on large posters by
Claudio Nichele, from
the European Commission’s DG REGIO.
An example is shown
here.

Some of the main ideas that
came out of the discussion were:
• Moving from accidental to systemic approach to help
winners emerge. This requires thinking outside the box
and an open space for cross-fertilisation in order to find
complementarities
• Clusters are key, but they need a conducive framework
of funding, (political) commitment, and support for smart
specialisation
• Building trust is critical for cluster cooperation and involves
focusing on strengths, adding value and connecting the right people
• Visualisation is needed to show the way by moving from
the abstract to concrete actions and from past, present to
the future in order to demonstrate a long-term visionSmart
specialisation was reflected in the emphasis on niche development,
identifying one’s own advantages, and being the starting point
for internationalisation.

Cluster Smart Café

Active audience participation was a key feature of the conference
that was facilitated by trained animators. The Cluster Smart
Café was an interactive session to reflect on the Smart Cluster
Stories presented and to share experiences in small groups on how

The productive day one exchanges closed with a Conference participants’ selfie and a jazz cocktail.
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Conference Day 2: Smart Breakfast debate
and Break-out session for Smart Cluster
partnering

concrete partnering opportunities and possible joint actions. Carsten
Schierenbeck, Team leader at SMEs: Clusters & Emerging Industries’ Unit of DG Growth, encouraged participants to come forward
to propose topics to discuss for teaming up with others in order to
join competences and to build linkages.

▶▶ Smart breakfast debate
The day began with a plenary session with a panel debate based
on the participants’ inputs on moving from smart cluster stories
to smart cluster partnering featuring different perspectives on
Cluster Policy.

Participants were invited to choose a
topic on which they would be interested to discuss and animate a small
group discussion. Those who stepped
forward made a short presentation
of their theme, and invited other
interested participants to join them.
This resulted in some fifteen diverse
discussion groups being created
focusing on such topics as “creative
industries”, “chemical industries”,
“raw materials” “software”, “education matters!”, “going out to China
or Korea” or “S3 implementation”.

Alisdair Reid, Director
of Technopolis Group,
Belgium, recalled the

European Commission’s
Enterprise and Industry
Directorate-General long
history of cluster support
policies and 
initiatives
that evolved through evaluations and learning. Christiane Egger,
Deputy Manager of Energy Efficiency Agency of Upper Austria and
EU Cluster Manager Finalist 2014, Austria, highlighted that clusters
also learn with time, citing as an example the emerging trend of
cross-sectoral cooperation and innovation in cluster strategies. Gerd
Meier zu Köcker, Director of VDI-VDE-IT in Germany and coordinator
of the European Cluster Observatory team, added that this involves
considering clusters not just as a funding tool, but also as a means
for policy-makers to better understand industries’ needs and lead to
growth. Linda Hammel, Managing Director of Strategy and Sectors
of Scottish Enterprise, United Kingdom, focused on the benefits of
initiatives such as the Vanguard Initiative, as a bottom-up approach
with an industry commitment to engage in dialogue with policy-makers
and identify their research and development needs to the academic
community. Finally John Edwards, from the S3 Policy Unit of the Joint
Research Centre, stated that smart specialisation strategies have now
been largely agreed upon, but that implementation will be the most
important issue, and clusters could play a strong role only if they
succeed in overcoming their own private interest and opening up to
other communities.

This session was fully participant-led and explored areas of interest
suggested by them and the results of each group were recorded on
large poster sheets to be later shared with the rest of the audience.

▶▶ Sharing the results
The outcomes of the individual group discussions were then presented,
along with a mention of partnering opportunities that had been identified. Volunteers were called on stage to report on their group discussion
and highlight and report on the main ideas and outcomes of the session.

The panel experts called for more collaborative efforts in the implementation of smart specialisation strategies and for the Commission
to create more opportunities like the cluster action currently proposed
under Horizon2020. One of the conclusions of the panel was that not
only “Vanguard Initiative”-type political commitment is needed, but
also stronger partnering and better alignment with concrete cluster
actions on the ground.

▶▶ Break-out Session: Smart Cluster Partnering
The panel debate created the impetus for participants to move on
to the next phase of the conference programme which consisted of
a fully engaging innovative market place session to map out new

A final panel discussion with the Smart Cluster Story-tellers was
organised to share key impressions on the outcomes of the Conference participative sessions. Participants of this Panel were Isabelle
Guillaume, Daniel A. Gottschald, Claudia Bettiol, and Vassilios Makios.
Questions and issues raised by the Panel and audience highlighted
a number of issues such as:
• A call for more funding for supporting inter clustering
activities and promotion of existing tools such as Article
70 of the ERDF Programme.;
• Importance for targeting and lobbying other relevant policy
fields relevant to a cluster’s business development actions,
such as the energy field;
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•
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The Nordic Innovation and cluster communities have
encouraged cluster collaboration through challenge prizes
and synchronized calls;
Internationalisation actions need to incorporate a strong
European dimension along with regional strengths;
Cluster labels should be used and recognised by funding
organisations to drive forward cooperation actions;
Cross-sectoral cluster actions are a promising tool to
encourage emerging industries and smart partnering actions
Clusters can play a key part in the entrepreneurial discovery
process and they should be encouraged to participate more.

The final conference remarks were
made by the two Head of Cabinets of
the organising DGs. In his summing up,
Mikel Landabaso, Head of Cabinet of
Commissioner Corinna Creţu, responsible for Regional Policy, emphasized that
“Clusters are the DNA of Smart Specialisation”. “We will gather all the inputs
to build the future EU cluster strategy”
added Tomasz Husak, Head of Cabinet
of Commissioner Elźbieta Bieńkowska
responsible for Internal Market, Industry,
Entrepreneurship and SMEs. Mr. Husak
then went on to say that the stories and
lessons learned from this event will be
integrated into the ‘Smart Guide to Cluster Policy’, to be soon released jointly
by DGs REGIO and GROWTH. And both
wished to pursue the dialogue process
to ensure experiences can be shared,
lessons learned and implementation
actions enhanced.

▶▶ Closing session: the Joint Road to Delivery

Both the outcomes and the participatory style of the conference got
a “thumbs up” from the participants, and is likely to be the first of
many to come!
As the event came to a close, the respective Heads of Units gave
their feedback. Kirsi Ekroth-Mansilla, Head of Unit of SMEs:
Clusters and Emerging Industries, DG GROWTH, highlighted the
importance of this event as an opportunity to hear directly from
stakeholders so that the Commission could better understand the
needs of the business community and work towards fulfilling them.
She particularly highlighted the importance to create space and
opportunities for discussion and noted that continued creativity was
important for this to succeed. This was supported by Colin Wolfe,
Head of Unit of Competence Centre: Smart and Sustainable Growth,
DG REGIO, who stressed the “continuous need to talk to business
in the implementation of smart specialisation strategies” particularly on behalf of the participants. He also highlighted the human
dimension that clusters can bring to the implementation process by
ensuring a more personalised and flexible approach. Both speakers
hoped this conference marked the beginning of closer cooperation
and improved programming of calls and funding initiatives and
enhanced synergies.

A video of the event was shown at the end
of the Conference, take a minute to feel the spirit
of the conference through the conference video.

For further details on the conference, including the event video, see
the following web site: http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/index.cfm/
en/conferences/grow_region/

Clusters and Emerging Industries Project Zoom
Six projects for “Clusters and Entrepreneurship in support of
Emerging Industries” were launched in 2014 and will run until
2016. They are co-funded by the Competitiveness and Innovation Programme (CIP). Progress on one of these projects is
described below.

in Dorset/Hampshire and the Isle of Wight on the South coast
of England. Companies are encouraged to engage in and join
the LoToNo platform from which they can benefit in terms of
innovation support tools, for example to find solutions to their
waste challenges, to improve their environmental standing or
to shorten their supply chains. The overall aim is to drive the
transition to a low carbon economy in the region.

LotoNo and Open Innovation

Cluster collaboration and Entrepreneurial support: Out of the
targeted 25 LoToNo Innovation Vouchers (each worth 10,000€),
companies are able to get innovation support for the further development of their cross-sectoral projects five have been attributed
until May 2015 while another 14 further voucher applications
were being analysed.

LoToNo is establishing a cross-cluster, crossregional and transnational platform to help nurture the development of emerging industries
and stimulate new business models. The main
beneficiaries of this platform are SMEs based
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Transnational policy learning: the project team has visited Denmark, Austria and Germany to better understand how established
and more mature clusters related to low-carbon industries worked.
Insights, learnings and best practices from these visits are now feeding into and being translated into the regional context and the rather
“young” clusters in Dorset/Hampshire and the Isle of Wight. In addition
to many methodologies that can be tried and applied in the UKcontext, one of the most striking examples and take-aways’ came
from CLEAN - Denmark’s cleantech cluster – which has been using
clusters potential as favorable innovation ecosystem by adopting a
challenge driven innovation approach.

▶▶ RNLI Lifeboat Decommissioning Challenge in p artnership
with LoToNo

What would you do with 86 search-and-rescue lifeboats, including
172 high-powered engines, 86 radar systems, 954 tonnes of composite materials and 43 tonnes of plastic?
Over the next 10 years, the Royal National Lifeboat Institution (RNLI)
in the UK will decommission three different classes of lifeboats. The
potential to recover, reuse, recycle and reimagine these lifeboats and
their components is huge.

like composites. The challenges were discussed through a brainstorming session summarized in the drawing set out above. The
promising results of these discussions and brainstormings might
offer business solutions also for other industry sectors. When
the challenge is mastered, LoToNo will look forward to reporting
the results.

LoToNo invited engineers, technologists, researchers, designers
and waste specialists from across Europe to work on the challenge
and submit commercial solutions and innovative proposals for
lifeboat decommissioning, including hard-to-dispose-of materials

You can find out more here www.RNLIChallenge.org.uk and at
www.lotono.co.uk

Latest cluster cooperation news
EU-US cooperation Arrangement
on Clusters signed in Washington D.C.

European Commission’s Directorate-General for Internal Market,
Industry, Entrepreneurship and SMEs by Director-General Daniel
Calleja, represented in the US by Joanna Drake, Director responsible
for Entrepreneurship and SMEs.
The signature of the Cooperation Arrangement took place in parallel
to the 6th US-EU SME Workshop in the framework of the Transatlantic Economic Council (TEC) and the Bilateral Meeting with the US
Department of Commerce in Washington D.C. on 21-22 April 2015.

Clusters are being recognised on both sides of the Atlantic as boosters of the economy and a Cooperation Arrangement on Clusters, the
first of its kind, was signed on 22 April in Washington D.C.

The objective of this agreement is to facilitate transatlantic linkages
between EU and US clusters, and help SMEs find strategic partners.
Possible next steps include:
• Identifying thematic areas of mutual interest
• Linking-up and exchanging information between the European
Cluster Collaboration Platform and the U.S. Cluster Map and
Registry websites
• Facilitating partnering between cluster organisations and
clusters firms through cluster match-making events

The agreement was signed between the U.S. Department of Commerce, represented by Deputy Secretary Bruce Andrews, and the

Find more information on: http://ec.europa.eu/growth/news/ and
www.clustercollaboration.eu/news/
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Cluster matchmaking events

Feedback from cluster representatives was very positive and a
number of potential cooperation agreements between the clusters
are foreseen, such as joint proposals for European funding programmes including H
 orizon 2020 projects or joint events.

In support of a policy aimed at promoting international cluster
cooperation for the benefit of SMEs, the European Commission’s
Directorate-General for Internal Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship
and SMEs and the Europe Enterprise Network launched in 2012 an
initiative, which was renewed in late 2013, that contributes to the
organisation of specific cluster matchmaking missions to support cluster organisations and their SME members in their efforts
to develop partnerships and business cooperation in global
markets. These missions aim to prepare the ground for practical
cluster cooperation across borders and to make a more strategic use of transnational cluster cooperation. They are organized in
cooperation with the Europe Enterprise Network and facilitated by a
consortium led by the Sociedade Portuguesa de Inovação (Portugal)
and supported by inno TSD (France) and Steinbeis-Europa-Zentrum
(Germany). Find more information on the past and upcoming events
at www.clustercollaboration.eu.

▶▶ Series of international cluster matchmaking events in Milan
A series of cluster matchmaking events is currently being organised
by the European Commission’s Directorate-General for Internal Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship and SMEs and the Europe Enterprise
Network in conjunction with Milan EXPO 2015.
On the 6th and 7th of May 2015, a thematic matchmaking event
was organised in Milan with the aim of promoting business partnerships between industry, science and food professionals in EUROMED
countries that are active in the agro-food manufacturing value-chain.
The clusters were selected primarily due to their willingness and understanding of the need to collaborate with other clusters and network
organisations from EUROMED countries in order to better support their
SMEs in a competitive global market. A delegation of 26 representatives from clusters across Europe participated in activities such as an
introductive session where each cluster had the occasion to introduce
itself, a conference focused on business opportunities and the economic
and industrial cooperation in the Euro-Mediterranean area; Cluster-tocluster (C2C) and cluster-to-business (C2B) matchmaking meetings;
and a guided visit to the recently opened Milan EXPO 2015. The cluster participants conducted more than 170 meetings with EUROMED
clusters and companies.

▶▶ EU

Commissioner Bieńkowska at cluster matchmaking
event during the Hanover Fair

© HANNOVER MESSE

Cluster cooperation was
the focus of the networking event held on the 13th
and 14th April 2015 where
a European delegation of
19 cluster managers from
eight European countries
met at HANNOVER MESSE.
Cluster representatives from a wide range of technological backgrounds (including ICT, automotive, aerospace, nanotechnology,
photonics, the furniture and habitat sector, environment, new materials and mechanical engineering) participated in over 60 meetings
to discuss cooperation possibilities. The cluster matchmaking
event was integrated in the Enterprise Europe Network’s Technology Cooperation Days at the Hanover Fair (Hannover Messe).

Another event of this type was organized in Milan, on 12th and 13th of
June, related to EU-CELAC (Community of Latin America and Caribbean
States Countries) cluster cooperation. It gathered a total of 42 cluster
organisations from 13 European countries and 10 CELAC countries.
Upcoming event: EU-ASEAN (Association of Southeast Asian
Nations) Cluster Matchmaking Event in Milan on the 29th and
30th September 2015 on creativity and innovation in the agro-food
sector. More information is available at the European Cluster Collaboration Platform at www.clustercollaboration.eu.

A particular highlight: EU Commissioner for Internal Market, Industry,
Entrepreneurship and SMEs, Elżbieta Bieńkowska, visited the event.
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Next European Cluster Observatory Newsletter highlights
•
•

ECO newsletter Issue 4 is planned for the end of 2015 and will feature
a certain number of topics:
• A full report on progress of the Six Model Demonstrator
Regions launched in 2014
• Information in view of the 2016 European Cluster
Conference and the Cluster Manager Award 2016

•
•

A summary of the upcoming Smart Guide to Cluster policy
More information on the online European Stress Test for
Cluster Policy Cluster (available summer 2015)
Detailed information on the Regional Scoreboard methodology
A presentation of the latest changes and progress of the
European Cluster Observatory web pages

Contact
The European Cluster Observatory is implemented through a
service contract from the “SMEs: Clusters and Emerging Industries” Unit of the European Commission’s Enterprise and Industry
Directorate-General.

Competitiveness of the Stockholm School of Economics, Orkestra,
inno TSD and TIPIK.
Please find further information, or follow the European Cluster
Observatory activities, at: http://ec.europa.eu/growth/smes/cluster/
observatory/index_en.htm

Contact the expert team of the European Cluster Observatory directly
at: eco@vdivde-it.de

Subscribe to the European Cluster Observatory newsletter
by sending an email to: eco@vdivde-it.de or by contacting
m.pattinson@inno-group.com

The key members of the team led by VDI/VDE-Innovation + Technik GmbH include Technopolis Group, Center for Strategy and
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