
7 July 2017 

Meeting 

CEF eInvoicing 
Pioneer Group  



Agenda 

11 00 Introduction Michael Scanlon, DIGIT 

11 05 Roll call of participants All 

11 10 
CEF eInvoicing services (online platforms, 
implementation workshops, webinars, grants) 

Ines Costa, DIGIT 

11 25 

Discussion on stakeholders' needs in anticipation of the 
implementation of the upcoming European Standard on 
eInvoicing – CIUS and the extensions  

Martin Forsberg, DIGIT  

11 55 Close Michael Scanlon, DIGIT 
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Invited participants: 
 Name Organisation 

Ahti Allikas OpusCapita 
Alberto REdondo SERES 
Andrea Caccia  CEN TC 434 
Anna Nordén TrustWeaver 
Antti Eskola Ministry of Economic Affairs and Employment, Finland 
Carmen Ciciriello Celeris Group 
Charles Bryant EESPA 

Daniele Tumietto Studio Daniele Tumietto 
Erwin Wulterkens Ministry of Internal Affairs, The Netherlands 
Esa Tihila EESPA 
Fred van Blommestein Flowcanto 
Ger Clancy IBM 
Harm Jan van Burg UN/CEFACT 
Javier Carreras TrustWeaver AB 
Johan Schaeffer eConnect International B.V. 
Lois Devey Crown Commercial Service 
Marcus Laube Crossinx  
Olav Astad Kristiansen Difi ( Agency for Public Management and eGovernment) 
Peter Potgieser -- 
Philip Helger Bundesrechenzentrum GmbH 
Pirjo Ilola Federation of Finnish Financial Services 
Sara Facchinetti InfoCert consultant 
Virginijus Jasaitis National Forum 
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CEF Digital 



eInvoicing Readiness Checker 

https://ec.europa.eu/cefdigital/wiki/x/4wBfAQ


eInvoicing User Community 



CEF eInvoicing Trainings 

Remote trainings  

• Live sessions on a focused eInvoicing topic for a specialised target audience; 

• 1-3 hour-long sessions provided on-line; 

• Focused training sessions on key areas derived from the on-site workshops. 

Webinars  

• Ca. 1 hour-long sessions with core elements from on-site and remote trainings to 
gain expertise in key areas 

Implementation workshops  

• Typically at least one full or one half-day workshop;  

• Possibly in combination with bilateral meetings b/w EC and MS; 

• Currently workshops planned in Cyprus, Finland and Poland after summer break; 

• Apply here: CEF-BUILDING-BLOCKS@ec.europa.eu 
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Trainings – Modules list 

1. Introduction to eInvoicing 

2. The legal background 

3. The European norm and its content 

4. Infrastructure based on the eDelivery DSI architecture 

5. eInvoicing from a user's perspective (including ordering and 
payments) 

6. Examples of early adopters of large scale eInvoicing – lessons 
learned 

7. Basic XML using examples from the EN-syntaxes + 
mapping/conversion considerations 

8. XML Validation mechanisms 

9. Understanding OASIS UBL 2.1 & UN/CEFACT CII D16B 

10. Funding and grants for eInvoicing 

11. Introduction to CEF eInvoicing resources and tools 

12. Introduction to CEF Digital and eInvoicing Readiness Checker 

 

• 45-60 minutes for each module 

• Each module contains 
topics/questions to be used for group 
discussions and collaborations 

• Some modules can contain 
collaborative exercises to improve 
the audience's understanding 

• For on-site Implementation 
workshops, the combination of 
modules will be agreed with the 
host and adjusted for the intended 
target audience 

• The workshops should enhance the 
knowledge of CEF eInvoicing in the 
Member States 

 

 

 



Upcoming Webinars Related to the Standard and the Directive 

The European standard and its content (eInvoicing Directive)  

eInvoicing from a user's perspective (incl. ordering & payments) 

Examples of Early Adopters of large scale eInvoicing 

Basic XML + XML Validation mechanisms + OASIS UBL 2.1  
and UN/CEFACT CII D16B 

Technical webinars 

September 

October 

November 

December 

January 

February 

More information on the events can be found here:  
https://ec.europa.eu/cefdigital/wiki/x/MQHpAQ  

https://ec.europa.eu/cefdigital/wiki/x/MQHpAQ


Webinar # 3: The European 
norm and its content  

• 11 September  

• This webinar will provide 
information on the European 
norm and its content in the 
context of the eInvoicing 
Directive 

• Register here 

• Background of the European 
norm and the Directive 
2014/55/EU on electronic 
invoicing in public procurement 

• Important concepts and 
definitions 

• Presentation of the European norm 
and related specifications 

• Overview of processes, underlying 
requirements, data model and 
business rules 

• Conformance rules and 
introduction to the Usage 
Specification concept 

Participants will learn about: 

https://ec.europa.eu/cefdigital/wiki/x/swOtAg
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2017-3 eInvoicing call 

Launch date 28 June 2017 

Deadline  28 November 2017 

Who can apply?/Consortium composition 
Minimum 2 private or public entities 
from one or several Member States 

Budget €10 million 

Co-financing 75% of the eligible costs 

Indicative duration 12 months 

2017-3 eInvoicing call 
 
 



2017-3 eInvoicing call: scope  

Proposals must meet objective 1 or 2: 

 

1. Uptake of eInvoicing solutions compliant with the EN and its ancillary deliverables by public 
entities 

2. Update of eInvoicing solutions compliant with the EN and its ancillary deliverables by 
solution providers and public authorities 

 

 

     Promotion of eDelivery:  

• Deployment of the eDelivery Building Block or use of eDelivery through a service provider  

• Must be carried out in conjunction with objective 1 or 2 
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2017-3 eInvoicing call: expected outcomes 

 

• Increased uptake and use of eInvoicing by public authorities (especially 
regional/local) in meeting the requirements of the eInvoicing Directive 

 

• Support for service providers in making their existing solutions compliant with the 
requirements of the eInvoicing Directive 
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Compliance – Usage Specifications 

• The norm allows for (Core Invoice) Usage Specifications – CIUS 

• A CIUS can be compared to an implementation guide 

• A CIUS must be a true subset of the norm – meaning it must follow all business rules and cannot add 
any terms not already defined (that would require an Extension) 

• A CIUS can range from a simple restriction like 

• ”The seller MUST provide a contract reference” 

• To more complex specifications 

• Restrictions of cardinalities 

• Subset of code lists 

• Length restrictions of text elements 

 

EN 16931-1:2017 Chapter 7 



What is allowed to restrict in a Core Invoice Usage Specification 

• ”Forbid” optional elements  0..n/0..1  0..0 

• Make definition narrower 

• Add synonyms or explanatory text 

• Make optional element mandatory 

• Limit allowed number of repetitions 

• Change data type to narrower representation (alphanumeric 
 numeric) 

• Limited allowed code values 

• Add additional business rules or make existing more 
restrictive 

• Restrict field lengths 

• Require certain formatting on values 

• Restrict number of decimals/fractions 

IMPORTANT 

An invoice which follows a CIUS MUST 
ALWAYS also be compliant with the (non-
restricted) norm. 

EN 16931-1:2017 Chapter 7 



Requirements for the contracting authorities/entities 

From article 7 

Receipt and processing of electronic invoices 

Member States shall ensure that contracting authorities and contracting entities receive and 
process electronic invoices which comply with the European standard on electronic 
invoicing whose reference has been published pursuant to Article 3(2) and with any of the 
syntaxes on the list published pursuant to Article 3(2). 

 



Claiming conformance with the norm 

Conformance of sending or receiving party 

A receiving party may only claim conformance with the core invoice model if he accepts 
invoices that comply with the core invoice model in general, or with a CIUS, that is itself 
conformant with the core invoice model. 

 

EN 16931-1:2017 Chapter 7 

© CEN, reproduced with permission 



A few scenarios 

Using EN as is 

Supports EN fully 

Using CIUS X 

Using CIUS Y 

Using Extension 

Assuming the invoices are 
conformant against its specification 

(EN/CIUS/Extension) 

All instances should 
be possible to accept 

All instances should 
be possible to accept 

All instances should 
be possible to accept 

All instances may not 
be possible to accept 

Example: The extension has 
added a code for an Invoice 
Type which is not supported 

in the EN and the receiver will 
not understand its purpose  



A few more scenarios 

Using EN as is 

Supports CIUS X only 

Using CIUS X 

Using CIUS Y 

Using Extension 

Assuming the invoices are 
conformant against its specification 

(EN/CIUS/Extension) 

All instances may not 
be possible to accept 

All instances should 
be possible to accept 

All instances may not 
be possible to accept 

All instances may not 
be possible to accept 

Example: The extension has 
added a code for a Invoice 

Type which is not supported 
in the EN and the receiver will 

not understand its purpose  

Example: The issuer may 
use a feature from the EN 
which has been restricted  

in the CIUS 



Discussion 

• Pros and cons with the CIUS-possibility? 

• How can the potential barriers be managed? 

 



Contact us  

© European Union, 2017. All rights reserved. Certain parts are licensed 
under conditions to the EU.  
Reproduction is authorized provided the source is acknowledged. 

CEF-BUILDING-BLOCKS@ec.europa.eu 

Find out more on CEF Digital 
ec.europa.eu/cefdigital  



Thanks! 
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