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EU-funded high-tech research makes a reality of legal requirements and policy initiatives that aim at
unlocking truly equal opportunities and rights for disabled citizens Besides offering smart solutions to
empower persons with disabilities, digital technologies are becoming the more and more necessary,
when not the default channel, to access services and exercise one’s basic rights. That is why giving to
the 80 million Europeans with a disability the same access to ICT as all other citizens is imperative to
counter the emergence of new digital divides and fully realise the EU’s commitment to the UN
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, which is celebrated today across the world.
Since 2007, the European Commission has earmarked more than 110 million euro for research into
accessible and inclusive ICT. Thanks to such funding, pan-European teams of researchers, public
authorities, disabled users and industry work together to deliver meaningful technology for disabled
people in all life environments.
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