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This study (SMART 2007/0037) confirms that new and forward-looking common EU rules are needed
to unleash the full potential of the Digital Single Market. Europe has acted in this field as early as
1995 with the Data Protection Directive and many of these first generation directives have proven to
be beneficial to fostering the information society in Europe. But the findings of the study support the
conclusions of the Digital Agenda for Europe on the need to modernise and harmonise further the
legislative framework applicable to information society services in the Digital Single Market. According
to the study, a series of gaps and inconsistencies appeared due to the rapid technological evolution
and urgent EU action is necessary to allow the next generation of Europeans to turn their creativity
into new services, growth and jobs.
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But the findings of the study support the conclusions of the Digital Agenda for Europe on the need to
modernise and harmonise further the legislative framework applicable to information society services
in the Digital Single Market. According to the study, a series of gaps and inconsistencies appeared
due to the rapid technological evolution and urgent EU action is necessary to allow the next
generation of Europeans to turn their creativity into new services, growth and jobs.
Related Documents:
01. Summary [1]
02. Recommendations [2]
03. Overview [3]
04. Privacy [4]
05. Digital content [5]
06. Liability [6]
07. - 08. Electronic payments - contracting [7]
09. Net neutrality [8]
10. - 11. Spam - cybercrime [9]
12. - 13. Dispute resolution - self regulation [10]
14. Annex [11]
15. References [12]

Single market - legal analysis [13]
Federico Poggi ; Alis-Irena Riviere-Osipov
Contact:
Federico.POGGI@ec.europa.eu;Alis-Irena.RIVIERE-OSIPOV@ec.europa.eu

Newsroom Item Type:
●

Reports and studies [14]

Our Targets:
●
●
●
●
●

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Pillar I: Digital Single Market [15]
Action 1: Simplifying pan-European licensing for online works [16]
Action 2: Preserving orphan works and out of print works [17]
Action 3: Open up public data resources for re-use [18]
Action 4: Wide stakeholder debate on further measures to stimulate a European online content
market [19]
Action 5: Simplifying the distribution of creative content [20]
Action 6: Protecting intellectual property rights online [21]
Action 7: Fix a date for migration to Single European Payment & eInvoicing [22]
Action 8: Revision of the eSignature directive [23]
Action 9: Updating the eCommerce Directive [24]
Action 10: Member States to implement laws to support the digital single market [25]
Action 11: Member States to transpose the VAT Directive [26]
Action 12: Review the EU data protection rules [27]
Action 13: Complementing the Consumer Rights Directive [28]
Action 14: Explore the possibilities for Alternative Dispute Resolution [29]
Action 15: Consult the stakeholders on collective redress [30]
Action 16: Code of EU online rights [31]
Action 17: Stakeholder platform for EU online trustmarks [32]
Action 19: Spectrum Policy plan [33]
Action 20: Investigate the cost of non-Europe in the telecoms market [34]
Action 28: Reinforced Network and Information Security Policy [35]
Action 29: Combat cyber-attacks against information systems [36]
Action 30: Establish a European cybercrime platform [37]
Action 31: Analyse the usefulness of creating a European cybercrime centre [38]
Action 32: Strengthen the fight against cybercrime and cyber-attacks at international level [39]
Action 33: Support EU-wide cyber-security preparedness [40]
Action 34: Explore the extension of security breach notification provisions [41]
Action 35: Guidance on implementation of Telecoms rules on privacy [42]
Action 36: Support reporting of illegal content online and awareness campaigns on online safety for
children [43]
Action 37: Foster self-regulation in the use of online services [44]
Action 38: Member States to establish pan-European Computer Emergency Response Teams [45]
Action 41: Member States to set up national alert platforms [46]
Action 45: Foster the deployment of NGA networks [47]
Action 67: Member States to implement provisions on disability [48]
Action 79: Propose a sustainable model for financing the Europeana digital library [49]
Action 80: Propose measures to support cultural and creative industries. [50]
Action 82: Implement the Audiovisual Media Services Directive on cultural diversity [51]
Action 83: Propose a Council and Parliament Decision on mutual recognition of e-ID [52]
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Action 84: Support seamless cross-border eGovernment services in the single market [53]
Action 89: Member States to make eGovernment services fully interoperable [54]
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