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Dear President, 

The Commission would like to thank the Riksdag for its Opinion on the Commission 

Communication "Trade for All – Towards a more responsible trade and investment policy" 

{COM(2015) 497 final} and for its support for the overall aims of the new trade strategy. 

The Communication is part of the 2015 Commission Work Programme and aims to make 

trade policy more responsible and responsive to the wider political debate. This means 

making trade policy more transparent, for example by publishing EU negotiating mandates 

and texts to the fullest extent possible. Trade policy is about defending European interests but 

it is also about promoting our values. In this context, the Communication seeks to secure 

Europe’s place in global supply chains whilst factoring in citizens' expectations of a more 

responsible management of these supply chains. The Commission will further seek to get the 

most out of the deals it concludes, including for Small and Medium Sized Enterprises (SMEs). 

This means working differently and more intensively with Member States, national 

Parliaments, the European Parliament and stakeholders. 

The Trade for All strategy prioritises concluding major ongoing projects like the Doha 

Round of World Trade Organisation (WTO) talks, the Transatlantic Trade and Investment 

Partnership (TTIP), the EU-Japan Free Trade Agreement (FTA) and the EU-China 

investment agreement. It opens the door to new negotiations in the vital Asia-Pacific region 

(such as the Free Trade Agreements with Australia, New Zealand, the Philippines and 

Indonesia) and plans a deepening of the EU's relationships with its African partners. It also 

shows our ambition to modernise the existing Free Trade Agreements with Mexico and Chile 

and the Customs Union with Turkey. 

In response to the more technical questions in the Opinion, the Commission would like to 

refer the Riksdag to the attached annex. 

The Commission hopes that the clarifications provided in this reply address the issues raised 

by the Riksdag and looks forward to continuing our political dialogue in the future.  

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

Frans Timmermans               Cecilia Malmström 

First Vice-President                Member of the Commission 
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ANNEX 

 

The Commission has carefully considered each of the issues raised by the Riksdag in its 

Opinion and is pleased to offer the following clarifications. 

On investment protection and dispute resolution: 

The Commission is pleased to note the Riksdag's positive view of the new and reformed 

approach on investment protection and dispute resolution. The Commission's new proposal, 

published on 12 November 2015, is built around the same key elements as domestic and 

international courts. It enshrines governments' right to regulate and ensures transparency 

and accountability. The Commission aims to adopt this new approach in all future trade 

agreements and is pleased that the recently finalised legal review of the Comprehensive 

Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA) with Canada enabled these principles to be fully 

embedded into the agreement. The provisions on the right to regulate have been specifically 

strengthened (for all levels of government), the much criticised private arbitration system has 

been replaced by a public, permanent and institutionalised dispute settlement tribunal, more 

detailed commitments on ethics for the members of the tribunal have been included, and an 

appeal system has been established. CETA now incorporates all the essential elements of the 

EU's new approach on investment protection and dispute settlement mechanisms and the 

Commission hopes to thereby meet the high expectations of its citizens and investors for a 

fairer and more transparent judicial system of settling investment disputes. 

On transparency: 

Enhancing transparency in the area of trade policy is a strategic priority for the Commission 

and constitutes a cornerstone of the new trade strategy. For example, on 21 March 2016, the 

European Commission published further documents from the ongoing negotiations on TTIP, 

in line with its commitment to enhanced transparency. The documents made public
1
 included 

the recent EU proposal on regulatory cooperation which the Commission submitted to the 

United States during the latest round of talks in February this year. As the Riksdag stresses in 

its Opinion, it is important that this level of transparency be applied to all negotiations. In 

this regard, the Commission is pleased to note that it has recently published on its website the 

text of the most recently concluded negotiation, the EU-Vietnam Free Trade Agreement, and 

did the same in 2014 already for the Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA) 

with Canada.  

Indeed, the Commission is convinced that unless properly explained to European citizens, EU 

trade policy cannot be expected to receive their full support. This Communication is thus also 

an attempt to address this communication challenge, which cannot be overcome without the 

necessary support of Member States and their elected representatives to awareness raising 

campaigns about the objectives of the new EU trade and investment strategy. 

                                                            
1 http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/press/index.cfm?id=1230  

http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/press/index.cfm?id=1230
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On trade defence instruments: 

In response to the Riksdag's comment on trade defence instruments, the Commission would 

like to recall that it has already tabled a proposal
2
 for their modernisation on which the 

Council, in which your government is represented, is yet to adopt a common position. 

On anti-protectionism: 

The Commission welcomes the Riksdag's support on anti-protectionism, an issue that the 

Commission continues to push in the G20, WTO and the Organisation for Economic  

Co-operation and Development (OECD), as appropriate. 

On fair trade: 

The Commission's Trade for All strategy defines several new tools for promoting fair trade. 

First, we will work to support fair trade schemes and fair trade practices based on a clear 

definition of fair and ethical trade. Second, we will include new provisions against corruption 

in our trade agreements. Third, we will use the TTIP negotiations to deepen our cooperation 

with the US on strengthening labour rights and environmental protection worldwide.  

 

                                                            
2 COM(2013) 192 final 
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