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Dear President, 

The Commission would like to thank the Eerste Kamer for its Opinion concerning the 
Commission's communication "Taking stock of the Europe 2020 strategy for smart, 
sustainable and inclusive growth" {COM(2014) 130 final}.  

The Commission would like to address a number of issues raised in the Opinion from the 
Eerste Kamer and to give some additional information on the forthcoming steps regarding the 
Europe 2020 strategy. 

The Europe 2020 strategy aims to deliver smart, sustainable and inclusive growth. It relies on 
a set of five intertwined targets in areas identified as key levers for growth and jobs, namely 
employment, research and development, climate change and energy, education and the fight 
against poverty and social exclusion. No hierarchy has been set between these five targets, 
which all relate to areas identified as key levers for growth and jobs. The Europe 2020 
strategy is also supported by a number of initiatives and actions at EU and national level. 

In that respect, the Commission recalls that fiscal consolidation is not one of the targets 
under the Europe 2020 strategy. The area of public finances is governed by the rules of the 
Stability and Growth Pact.  

Over its first four years, the European Semester has proved to be a useful tool for monitoring 
progress and following up on the Europe 2020 strategy. The Annual Growth Survey for 2014 
sets out priorities which are fully consistent with the medium- to long-term ambition of the 
Europe 2020 strategy to foster growth and jobs. Furthermore, as mirrored in the latest 
Council recommendations for 2014, the country-specific recommendations under the 
European Semester invite the Member States to take action in a number of priority areas, not 
only to achieve and sustain sound public finances but also to improve their outcomes in areas 
covered by the Europe 2020 strategy. 

As the Eerste Kamer rightly points out in its Opinion, the progress towards the targets has 
been uneven four years after the launch of the Europe 2020 strategy. Overall, the EU is on 
course to meet or closely approach its targets on education, climate and energy; however, 
this is not the case regarding employment, research and development and poverty reduction. 
In particular, the crisis has had an impact on employment and levels of poverty. In addition, 



the crisis has amplified the diversity of the situation across and often also within the Member 
States.  

However, at this stage, the Commission has not yet drawn conclusions on the performance of 
the Europe 2020 strategy, nor has it formulated policy recommendations for a possible 
further development of the strategy, in order to make it an effective post-crisis growth strategy 
for Europe. This is the ambition of the on-going mid-term review of the strategy 

To feed into this mid-term review and in line with the partnership approach that remains at 
the core of the strategy, the Commission has launched a wide-ranging public consultation 
until 31 October 2014, inviting all interested parties to contribute their views. Following the 
consultation, the Commission will make proposals early in 2015 so as to allow the spring 
2015 European Council to discuss the future of the strategy. 

The Commission hopes that these comments address the points raised by the Eerste Kamer in 
its Opinion and looks forward to continuing the political dialogue in the future.  

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

 

Maroš Šefčovič 

Vice-President 
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