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Dear Mr. Šefčovič,  

 

The standing committee for European Affairs of the Dutch Senate has considered the Commis-

sion’s Communication entitled ‘Taking stock of the Europe 2020 strategy for smart, sustainable 

and inclusive growth’ COM(2014) 130.1 In the context of the political dialogue with the Europe-

an Commission the members of the SP parliamentary party2 have the following comments and 

questions about the Communication. 

 

The members of the SP parliamentary party have taken note with interest of the interim as-

sessment of the Europe 2020 strategy, which was launched as the EU’s strategy for smart, sus-

tainable and inclusive growth. The aim was to improve the EU’s competitiveness while maintain-

ing its social market economy and improving significantly its resource efficiency. Today, smart 

sustainable and inclusive growth is broadly promoted as a crucial element of economic devel-

opment.  

 

The Europe 2020 strategy was developed in the wake of the worst global financial crisis the EU 

has ever faced. Now, a number of years into this crisis, some of the targets nonetheless seem 

very ambitious and even appear to go further than when they were originally formulated. 

 

After analysing the interim report, the members of the SP parliamentary party have cautiously 

concluded that only two of the five interrelated headline targets for the EU to achieve by 2020, 

namely only those in the areas of education and of climate change and energy, are likely to be 

achieved on schedule. It is gratifying that the target for education may possibly be attained. 

Although progress has been made towards attaining the target for climate change and energy, 

this is due in part to a positive effect of the crisis, namely the reduction of CO2 emissions. 

 

                                                
1 For the proceedings in the Senate see electronic dossier number E140011 at www.europapoort.nl.   
2 The Socialist Party (SP) has eight seat in the Senate of the Dutch Parliament.  

http://www.europapoort.nl/
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Since 2010, the targets for smart and inclusive growth in the areas of research development, 

employment and the fight against poverty and social exclusion have drifted even further away. 

This is viewed as particularly disappointing by the members of the SP parliamentary party since 

the Europe 2020 strategy was actually formulated as a response to the crisis.  

 

The European Commission concludes that over several decades the EU has been synonymous 

with deeper economic integration, resulting in convergence in incomes and living standards 

across the Member States. This has led to the EU being characterised as a ‘convergence ma-

chine’. However, since the start of the ‘worst global financial crisis the EU has ever faced’ the EU 

has been transformed into a ‘divergence machine’. Translating these central targets at national 

level has also helped to highlight several uncomfortable trends, namely a growing gap between 

the best and least well-performing Member States and a widening gap between regions. Moreo-

ver, the Commission notes that the crisis has also highlighted growing inequalities in the distri-

bution of wealth and income. 

 

Does the Commission share the view that the ‘convergence machine’ was at least in part an 

illusion because the convergence did not have a sufficiently real basis and was therefore not 

sustainable when the crisis broke out? How does the Commission propose dealing with the new 

reality of divergence between countries and regions? 

 

As inclusive growth is widely promoted as a crucial part of economic development, how does the 

Commission propose to achieve such growth and what will be its priorities? How desirable and 

realistic does the Commission consider the target of reducing inequality? And what priority does 

the Commission give to the target of fighting unemployment, poverty and social exclusion? 

 

The Commission notes that the crisis is expected to lead to a further rise in inequality and to 

have constrained redistributive systems even more. The pressure on redistributive social sys-

tems has also increased as a result of fiscal consolidation in response to the crisis. 

 

How does the Europe 2020 strategy relate to the Annual Growth Survey for 2014 and the Euro-

pean Semester? The members of the SP parliamentary party note that the targets for 2014 are 

not the same as those for 2020. Is there a given hierarchy between the five targets for 2014? 

Are the members of the SP parliamentary party right in thinking that a correction mechanism in 

the form of the Two Pack now exists for one of the five targets, namely fiscal consolidation, but 

not for the other targets? 

 

The EU 2020 strategy was originally conceived as a partnership between the EU and its Member 

States. European economic governance is now playing an increasingly prominent role. The 

Commission regards this as a positive development and as a way of reviving progress towards 

the targets of the strategy: 

"The economic governance of the EU (...) was considerably strengthened in recent years and is 

a potentially powerful instrument for pursuing the post-crisis priorities that will be needed to 

meet the objectives of the Europe 2020 strategy." Does this mean that the Commission is 

abandoning the original partnership approach?  
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Following the introduction of the policy on government debt, budget deficits and macroeconomic 

imbalances, does the Commission now propose to expand economic governance of the EU to the 

areas of labour market policy and the fight against poverty and social exclusion?  

 

The members of the Senate’s standing committee for European Affairs look forward with inter-

est to receiving the answers of the European Commission in the context of the political dialogue 

and would be grateful to receive the answer of the European Commission within the 3-month 

period it has itself set.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Mr. dr. M.H.A. Strik 

Voorzitter van de vaste commissie voor Europese Zaken 

 


