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Dear Chairs, 
 
The Commission would like to thank the Eerste Kamer for its Opinion concerning the 
Multistakeholder Statement of the Global Multistakeholder Meeting on the Future of Internet 
Governance (the Sao Paulo Statement) of 24 April 2014 and the Communication from the 
Commission on Internet Policy and Governance - Europe's role in shaping the future of 
Internet Governance {COM(2014) 72} (the Communication). 
 
In its Communication, the Commission expressed the view that conflicting visions on the 
future of the Internet and on ways to strengthen its multistakeholder governance in a 
sustainable manner have intensified. Furthermore, recent developments have negatively 
affected trust in the Internet. Taken together, a continued loss of confidence in the Internet 
and its current governance could lead to pressure for new regional and national governance 
structures that might lead to a fragmentation of the Internet. As stated on 25 April 2014,1 the 
Commission considers the Sao Paulo Statement to be an important step in the necessary 
process of positively reforming the current framework for the governance of the Internet. 
 
The Sao Paulo Statement includes a number of relevant political commitments which closely 
reflect the positions expressed by the Commission, both with the above-mentioned 
Communication and previously.2 Examples include: 
 

• concrete timelines for reforms of key Internet organisations and processes, including the 
accountability and transparency mechanisms of the Internet Corporation for Assigned Names 
and Numbers (ICANN), the transition of the Internet Assigned Number Authority (IANA) and 
the strengthening of the Internet Governance Forum;  
 

                                                            
1 See STATEMENT/14/138 of 25.4.2014. 
2 See STATEMENT/14/138 of 25.4.2014. 



• the need to develop principles for transparency, accountability and inclusiveness for all 
organisations having responsibilities in the governance of the Internet, as well as for 
stakeholder groups more generally;  
 

• the call for exploring ways of creating better interaction between the technical communities 
and public authorities, in view of policy implications of technical decisions; 
 

• the intention to explore issues related to the Internet and applicable jurisdiction/law; 
 

• the importance given to the public interest and the need to safeguard democratic principles in 
Internet-related decision-making processes.  
 
Concerning more specifically the roadmap agreed with the Sao Paulo Statement, and noting 
that the latter is a non-binding document, the Commission is of the opinion that the actions 
already envisaged in its Communication are considered together fully coherent with such a 
roadmap. It is therefore the intention of the Commission to base its further work in this area, 
together with EU Member States and all relevant stakeholders, on the above Communication, 
as well as on any further reflection and positions that might emerge from discussions within 
the European Parliament, the Council, Member States and European stakeholders, as 
appropriate.  
 
The Commission hopes that these clarifications address the concerns raised by the Eerste 
Kamer and looks forward to continuing our political dialogue in the future.  
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 

 

Martine Reicherts 
Member of the Commission 
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