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Dear President, 

The Commission would like to thank the Camera dei Deputati for its Opinion concerning the 
Commission's Annual Report 2013 on relations between the European Commission and 
national Parliaments {COM(2014) 507 final}. 

The Commission warmly welcomes the Camera dei Deputati's strong support for the political 
dialogue, and agrees that the dialogue is benefitting the process of integration and shows the 
great interest that national Parliaments take in the substance of EU policy.  

The Commission also appreciates the positive comments from the Camera dei Deputati as 
regards the quality of the Commission's replies to opinions from national Parliaments. On 
the question of the response time the new Commission is committed to replying to the 
national Parliaments as soon as possible and within three months. In some cases that self-
imposed deadline can be difficult to respect, but the Commission will work to ensure that 
delays remain exceptional. 

The Commission fully agrees with the Camera dei Deputati's observation on the importance 
of Commissioners' visits to national Parliaments. It is pleased to confirm that as indicated in 
its political guidelines and in the mission letters to all Commissioners, the new Commission 
has made it a priority to strengthen the oral part of the political dialogue, in particular by 
Commissioners visiting national Parliaments and discussing important legislative proposals 
and initiatives. 

As regards the observation of the Camera dei Deputati that Commission replies should 
indicate in detail how the positions of the national Parliaments have been taken into account, 
the Commission would like to stress that, as it stated in its reply to the Camera dei Deputati's 
Opinion on the Commission's Annual Report 20121, it always takes note of national 
Parliaments' positions for the purpose of the legislative process. However, the Commission 
will rarely be able to take a final position on a national Parliament's position at the time of 
replying, as the institutions are engaged in political negotiations, and it will not be possible  
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either at that point in time to confirm if the observations of the national Parliament in 
question will be reflected in the adopted legislative text. 

Concerning the early involvement of national Parliaments in the policy-making process, the 
Commission fully shares the views of the Camera dei Deputati. It encourages national 
Parliaments to participate in the pre-legislative phase, and in order to facilitate that process 
the Commission has set up a system to alert national Parliaments when public consultations 
are launched. The Commission notes, however, that so far very few national Parliaments 
make their views known in the pre-legislative phase. 

The Commission also agrees with the Camera dei Deputati that contributions from national 
Parliaments to public consultations should be adequately reflected when reporting on 
stakeholders' views both in the Impact Assessment and the Explanatory Memorandum.  

The Commission is currently working on internal guidelines on stakeholder consultation, 
with a view to improving its consultation policy. A public consultation on these guidelines 
took place between June and September 2014. Among others things, these guidelines intend 
to further strengthen the reporting requirements on contributions received in the context of a 
consultation. This includes also an improved presentation of responses by stakeholder type 
and represented interest. Thus, any contribution of national Parliaments will be duly 
reflected and highlighted in the summary report of public consultations. 

In view of improving information and increasing transparency on ongoing preparatory work 
for new important initiatives and in view of facilitating the contribution of national 
Parliaments to public consultations, since May 2014 all 41 chambers of the national 
Parliaments receive automatic notifications of newly published roadmaps or public online 
consultations. This should facilitate national Parliaments' active contribution to the policy 
development process already from its very beginning. The Commission continues to 
encourage national Parliaments to make more use of these instruments available to them and 
to participate more actively in public consultations. 

In relation to the role of national Parliaments in the preparations of the Commission Work 
Programme, the opinions of national Parliaments on future political priorities feed into the 
preparation of the Commission Work Programme and of the new initiatives planned. The 
Commission continues to encourage national Parliaments to make more active use of the 
possibility to express their opinions on future political priorities early, which could thus 
become an important feature of the political dialogue.  

As regards the suggestion from the Camera dei Deputati that future annual reports on 
relations with national Parliaments should give examples of how the Commission and other 
EU institutions have taken opinions of national Parliaments into account, the Commission 
notes that the annual reports have a broader objective and are not intended to describe 
specific policy areas in detail. Furthermore, it is extremely difficult to measure what impact 
any given opinion has had on a legislative draft, given that the legislative process is complex 
and involves many actors. The influence of each individual actor on the finally adopted text is 
often very difficult – if not impossible – to determine. 
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Finally, as regards the Camera dei Deputati's suggestion that the Commission should avoid 
entering into collective dialogue with groups of national Parliaments and that it should focus 
the political dialogue on bilateral exchanges with individual Parliaments, the Commission 
notes that under the political dialogue, it replies to opinions, whether they are sent by one or 
more chambers. However, it is important to underline that it remains a rare exception that 
national Parliaments submit opinions together – normally the written political dialogue is 
bilateral. The Commission also notes that debates with and among national Parliaments 
constitute an important supplement to the written part of the political dialogue and it 
generally welcomes invitations to participate in discussions with national Parliaments. 

The Commission hopes that these clarifications address the issues raised by the Camera Dei 
Deputati and looks forward to continuing our political dialogue in the future.  

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

                    Frans Timmermans  
First Vice-President 
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