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Dear President, 

The Commission would like to thank the Senato della Repubblica for its Opinion on the 
proposal for a Directive facilitating cross-border exchange of information on road safety 
related traffic offences {COM (2014) 476 final} (the proposed Directive). 

The Commission welcomes the support of the Senato della Repubblica for the proposed 
Directive.  The Commission has examined the observations put forward by the Senato della 
Repubblica and would like to offer the following explanation in this regard. 

The Commission takes note of the first observation that it should be explicitly indicated in the 
text of the proposed Directive that the provisions of the Directive 2011/82/EU and of the 
related acts shall remain in force until the new Directive enters into force. On this point the 
Commission would like to refer to the Court's decision (Case C-43/12) that the provisions of 
the annulled Directive 2011/82/EU shall be maintained until the entry into force within a 
reasonable period of time – which may not exceed twelve months as from the date of delivery 
of the judgment – of the proposed Directive under the correct (transport) legal basis. The 
anticipated date, until which the effects of the annulled Directive are maintained, is reflected 
in Article 12 of the proposed Directive by setting out 6 May 2015 as the transposition 
deadline.  

As regards the second observation that the proposed Directive should confirm the bodies, 
procedures and organisational arrangements of the information-exchange system between 
Member States, the Commission’s view is that Article 4 of the proposed Directive sufficiently 
confirms the system of vehicle registration data exchange as envisaged in the annulled 
Directive 2011/82/EU. As far as data protection procedures are concerned, under the 
transport legal basis it is necessary to apply the Directive 95/46/EC on the protection of 
individuals with regard to the processing and free movement of personal data, as laid down 
in Article 7 of the proposed Directive. Nevertheless, Member States may apply specific 
provisions set out in Chapter VI of Council Decision 2008/615/JHA to vehicle registration 
data containing personal data which are processed for the purposes of the proposed 



Directive whilst ensuring that the processing of such data comply with the national 
provisions implementing Directive 95/46/EC. 

The points made above are based on the initial proposal presented by the Commission which 
is currently in the legislative process involving both the European Parliament and the 
Council in which your government is represented.  

The Commission hopes that these clarifications address the concerns raised by the Senato 
della Repubblica and looks forward to continuing our political dialogue in the future.  

Yours faithfully,  

 

 

 

Frans Timmermans              Violeta Bulc 
First Vice-President                         Member of the Commission 
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