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Dear President, 

The Commission would like to thank the Senato della Repubblica for its Opinion 
concerning the proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council 
amending Regulation (EU) No 1308/2013 and Regulation (EU) No 1306/2013 as regards 
the aid scheme for the supply of fruit and vegetables, bananas and milk in educational 
establishment {COM(2014) 32 final}.  

The Commission takes due note of the Senato della Repubblica's observation concerning 
the inclusion of other milk products in the regular distribution. In this context, the Impact 
Assessment that accompanies the abovementioned proposal establishes that the 
consumption of drinking milk is declining in the medium term, while the consumption of 
other milk products is stable or increasing. The proposal therefore focuses the 
distribution under the new scheme on drinking milk in order to help reversing the 
declining trend in its consumption. Furthermore, as the distribution would take place 
within a fixed budget, this focus would additionally help reducing the organisational 
burden for schools and is in line with the overall practice under the current School Milk 
Scheme where drinking milk is by far the most distributed product. However, Member 
States would still have the possibility to include other milk products that fall under Annex 
I of the Treaty in the framework of thematic educational and awareness-raising 
measures.  

As regards the Senato della Repubblica's observation on the criteria for the allocation of 
funds for milk, the Commission indeed proposes a combination of two criteria, namely 
the historical use of the School Milk Scheme funds in years prior to this proposal and the 
objective criterion based on the Member State's population in the age group 6 to 10 
years. This would on the one hand allow Member States to maintain to a large extent the 
scale of their current programmes, while enabling Member States with a limited 
historical use of the programme to take up and improve their distribution of milk under 
the new conditions.  
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The detailed rules on the choice of suppliers or implementing bodies would be laid down 
by means of a delegated act following the adoption of the basic act. These rules should 
nevertheless give the required flexibility to Member States when it comes to the practical 
implementation of their scheme, so that they would be able to choose the implementing 
bodies based on their needs and particular situations.  

The same flexibility should be granted to Member States also when it comes to the 
sourcing of products coming from local and/or organic production and short supply 
chains. While encouraging the prioritisation of these products, the proposal still leaves 
the necessary flexibility to Member States in this respect, in particular considering the 
different situations when it comes to the production and availability of local and/or 
organic products across the EU throughout the year.  

The points made above are based on the initial proposal presented by the Commission 
which is currently in the legislative process involving both the European Parliament and 
the Council at which your government is represented. 

The Commission hopes that these clarifications address the issues raised by the Senato 
della Repubblica and looks forward to continuing our political dialogue in the future. 

Yours faithfully,  

 

Maroš Šefčovič 
Vice-President 


