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Dear Chair, 

The Commission would like to thank the Poslanecká sněmovna for its Opinion on the 

Commission work programme for 2021 - “A Union of vitality in a world of fragility” 

{COM(2020) 690 final}. 

The Commission welcomes the analysis of the Commission work programme for 2021 

made by the Poslanecká sněmovna and its conclusions. 

The Commission particularly welcomes the support of the Poslanecká sněmovna for 

many of the key initiatives that aim to achieve a carbon neutral, digitalised, inclusive and 

fair EU economy.  

It further appreciates the support regarding the EU actions in the area of health. The 

Commission put forward an ambitious European Health Union package on 11 November 

2020, including a new Regulation on serious cross-border health threats, proposals for 

the extension of the mandates of the European Centre for Disease Control and 

Prevention and of the European Medicines Agency and a Communication announcing 

notably the setting up a new agency by the end of 2021, the  Health Emergency Response 

Authority. The proposals aim to enhance the EU capacities for preparedness, 

surveillance, risk assessment, early warning and response to cross border health threats. 

The EU and Member States - acting as Team Europe - have also been at the forefront of 

the global response to the pandemic and are leading the World Health Organisation 

reform process to strengthen this key UN agency as the leading and coordinating 

authority in global health emergency response.     
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The support by the Czech Council Presidency in the second half of 2022 will be 

invaluable in delivering concrete legislative and policy action to turn the headline 

ambitions of the European Commission’s Political Guidelines into reality.  

The Commission shares the position expressed by the Poslanecká sněmovna that in areas 

where the Union shares competence with the Member States, all measures must fully 

respect the principles of subsidiarity and proportionality. The European Union must act 

only in the areas where there is clear European added value. The Commission is 

committed to respect these principles in all its initiatives and to explain their application 

in the explanatory memoranda accompanying the proposals. Ex-ante impact assessments 

accompanying initiatives with significant impacts provide qualitative and quantitative 

information to support the EU level action as well as on the application of the principles 

of subsidiarity and proportionality. Ex post evaluations and fitness checks assess how the 

initiative has proven its EU added value. 

Regarding the Conference on the Future of Europe, the Commission appreciates the 

support of the Poslanecká sněmovna. For the Commission the Conference remains a 

priority that should be swiftly launched. National Parliaments, as well as locally and 

regionally elected representatives will play a crucial role in the process and contribute 

in making the Conference a success.  

The Commission takes note of the request from the Poslanecká sněmovna to come 

forward with a proposal to reduce social and environmental dumping of goods imported 

into the EU. The Commission would like to recall that social and environmental 

standards were introduced in the trade defence legislation in the last two amendments to 

the basic anti-dumping and anti-subsidy regulations, in December 2017 and June 2018. 

The importance of including trade and sustainable development (TSD) standards was 

discussed extensively with the co-legislators in the course of the trilateral negotiations 

leading up to both legislative changes. This resulted in provisions that were carefully 

drafted with the help of the European Parliament and Member States to ensure 

compatibility with WTO rules, as well as ensuring the EU’s trade defence instruments 

remain robust tools to tackle unfair trade. Social and environmental standards are taken 

into account in the investigations in the following ways: (i) the selection of a 

representative country for establishing normal value as part of the dumping calculation 

process; (ii) deciding whether to accept voluntary undertakings by exporting producers 

to revise their prices or to cease exports at dumped prices; (iii) publication of country 

distortion reports and (iv) inclusion of costs of labour and environmental standards 

borne by Union industry as part of the determination of a target price. 

The Commission agrees that climate change is a global challenge that requires global 

action. The EU will continue to lead global efforts by example, while at the same time 

using its leverage to promote a global change in economic incentives in support of the 

low-carbon transition. Comparable action and increased efforts by others will be critical 

for addressing the global climate challenge in a meaningful way. The EU will foster 

multilateral rule-based cooperation to enhance the ambition level of its partners, in 

particular the largest and upcoming emitters, and accelerate the global transition to 

climate neutrality. 
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The Commission looks forward to the involvement of the Poslanecká sněmovna on these 

topics and to continuing our political dialogue in the future.  

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

Maroš Šefčovič 

Vice-President 

   

   

  


	Brussels, 25.1.2021
	C(2021) 492 final

