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Dear President,  

The Commission would like to thank the Senát for its Opinion on the Communication from the 

Commission to the European Parliament, the Council, the European Economic and Social 

Committee and the Committee of the Regions - A Renovation Wave for Europe - greening our 

buildings, creating jobs, improving lives {COM(2020) 662 final}. 

The Renovation Wave Communication, as a strategic policy document, lays down the 

important role of the building sector in a de-carbonised European Union. With 85% of 

buildings built before 2001 and current renovation rates at very low levels, it is necessary to 

significantly increase the energy renovation rates if we aim to achieve the objectives set out in 

the European Green Deal. 

Building renovation can also play an important role in the re-activation of the economy 

following the COVID19 pandemic, offering both investment opportunities and job creation, 

particularly at local level. Crucially, it also presents an opportunity to modernise buildings, 

improve their comfort, turn them into a healthier living environment and reduce energy 

poverty of the most vulnerable. The Communication presents a number of solutions to achieve 

the objective of doubling the current renovation rate.  

The Commission takes note of the concerns expressed by the Senát in its Opinion. It agrees on 

the need to remove existing barriers to renovation and encouraging owners to carry out 

thorough energy renovations. The Commission also agrees on the need to comprehensive 

renovations. Energy renovations can, and where necessary, should be combined with other 

measures to improve the standards of health and safety in buildings. For example, measures 

to improve fire safety, earthquake protection, removal of harmful substances or that improve 

building access. 

The Commission takes note of the concerns of the Senát regarding obligations to building 

owners and the inclusion of buildings in the EU emission trading system. These measures 

were outlined as part of the toolbox to increase renovation rates and the Commission is now 

in the process of assessing these measures as part of the Fit for 55 Package to be adopted by 

summer 2021. As with any modifications to the legislative and regulatory framework, the 
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Commission will carry out an extensive analysis of the different alternatives and their impact, 

in consultation with all relevant stakeholders.  

The Commission understands the concerns of the Senát regarding the modifications to the 

existing legislative and regulatory framework, particularly when the transposition deadline 

has elapsed recently. It would like to reassure the Senát that any modifications will be 

proposed only after careful examination of the effectiveness, efficiency, coherence and 

possible impacts of the measures. The Commission is aware of the need of a stable legal 

framework. The measures indicated in the Renovation Wave Communication were specifically 

targeted to further strengthen the current framework so it can better support the renovation 

process and, in turn, the achievement of our energy and climate ambitions towards 2030 and 

2050. 

The Commission hopes that the clarifications provided in this reply address the issues raised 

by the Senát and looks forward to continuing the political dialogue in the future.  

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

 

Maroš Šefčovič      Kadri Simson 

Vice-President       Member of the Commission 

 


