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Dear President, 

The Commission would like to thank the Senát for its Opinion on the proposals for a 

Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council establishing a Recovery and 

Resilience Facility {COM(2020) 408 final} and for a Regulation of the European Parliament 

and of the Council establishing a Technical Support Instrument {COM(2020) 409 final}. 

The Commission has carefully considered each of the issues raised by the Senát and is 

pleased to offer the following clarifications. 

As regards the period of funding from the Facility, the European Council of 17-21 July 

underlined the importance of a swift deployment of the recovery support, concluding that 

commitments for grants and loans can be made until the end of 2023. However, payments can 

be made until the end of 2026, almost the full duration of the multiannual financial 

framework. 

With regard to the allocation key, the European Council shared the view of the Senát on the 

relevance of the loss of GDP in determining the allocation key. It concluded that for 70% of 

the EUR 312.5 billion available for grants, the allocation key method will take into account 

the following: (i) population, (ii) the inverse of GDP per capita and (iii) the average 

unemployment rate over the past five years (2015-2019) compared to the EU average. For 

the remaining 30% of the envelope available for grants, the formula will replace the 2015-

2019 unemployment rate indicator by the observed loss in real GDP over 2020 (for 50%) and 

by the observed cumulative loss in real GDP over the period 2020-2021 (for 50%).  

The Commission takes note of the request of the Senát to the Czech Government to assert the 

inclusion of nuclear energy among the so-called clean sources of energy for the purpose of 

the preparation of the recovery and resilience plan. It is worth recalling that the plan should 

set out measures that are relevant for the green and digital transitions to boost actions that 

fall within the priorities of the European Green Deal and the Digital Agenda. 
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On the aim of the funds and the need for a united plan, the Commission would like to 

underline that the Facility indeed puts national plans centre stage. At the same time, the 

proposed Regulation provides clear guidance on the direction of reforms and investments. 

The starting point for the recovery and resilience plans are the country-specific challenges 

identified in the European Semester and the main reforms and investment needed to support 

the green and digital transitions. This approach will ensure national ownership of reforms 

and investments, which is crucial for their success, while at the same time ensuring that they 

are coherent with the EU’s common priorities. 

The Commission takes note of the interest of the Senát to discuss the possibility of 

cooperation on joint investments with its neighbouring Member States.  

Discussions between the Commission and the co-legislators, the European Parliament and 

the Council, concerning the proposal are underway and the Commission is hopeful that an 

agreement will be reached by the end of the year. 

The Commission hopes that the clarifications provided in this reply address the issues raised 

by the Senát and looks forward to continuing the political dialogue in the future.  

Yours faithfully, 

 

Valdis Dombrovskis   Maroš Šefčovič 

Executive Vice-President   Vice-President 
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