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Dear President, 

The Commission would like to thank the Senát for its Opinion on the Communication 

from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council, the European Economic 

and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions EU Biodiversity Strategy 

for 2030 - Bringing nature back into our lives {COM(2020) 380 final}. 

The Commission welcomes the Senátʼs overall support for the EU Biodiversity Strategy 

for 2030. 

The Commission shares the concern expressed by the Senát about the ongoing decline in 

biodiversity. Indeed, the main findings of the recently published 2020 State of Nature 

report show that protected habitats and species continue to decline. Without urgent 

action, our shared natural heritage and the vital services it provides will continue to 

erode, ultimately putting human health and prosperity at risk. 

The EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030 is a central element of the European Green Deal. 

We are proposing a package of clear and measurable 2030 commitments, which – having 

just been endorsed by the Council – will carry sufficient political weight for their 

success. 

The commitments proposed in this strategy pave the way for ambitious and necessary 

changes – that will ensure the wellbeing and economic prosperity of present and future 

generations in a healthy environment. While the targets proposed in the EU Biodiversity 

Strategy for 2030 apply to the EU as a whole, the implementation of these commitments 

will take into account the diversity of challenges across sectors, regions and Member 

States. 

As regards conducting impact assessments for the proposed targets, the Commission 

would like to clarify that all targets have a sound scientific justification. We are 

confident that they are achievable and fully compatible with the Green Deal objectives. 

The Commission underscores that the EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030 is 
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a Communication, and the quantitative targets are at this stage not legally binding. In 

accordance with better regulation principles, the Commission will carry out impact 

assessments to support the legislative proposals announced in the strategy, including 

those giving practical effect to the targets, e.g. for restoration. 

The Commission hopes that these clarifications address the issues raised by the Senát 

and looks forward to continuing the political dialogue in the future. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

 

Maroš Šefčovič      Virginijus Sinkevičius 

Vice-President      Member of the Commission 

 


