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Dear Chair,  

The Commission would like to thank the Poslanecká sněmovna for its Opinion on the 

Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council, the European 

Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions - A hydrogen strategy for 

a climate-neutral Europe {COM (2020) 301 final}.  

The Communication sets out a vision of how the EU can turn clean hydrogen into a viable 

solution to decarbonise different sectors over time, installing at least 6 GW of renewable 

hydrogen electrolysers in the EU by 2024 and 40 GW of renewable hydrogen electrolysers by 

2030. This Communication identified the challenges to overcome, laid out the levers that the 

EU can mobilise and presented a roadmap of actions for the coming years.  

Together with the Communication on an EU strategy for energy system integration
1
, the 

hydrogen strategy is an intrinsic part of the Commission’s European Green Deal proposal
2
.  

The Commission welcomes the broad support expressed by the Poslanecká sněmovna for the 

objectives pursued by the proposal, and its willingness to support the creation of a hydrogen 

ecosystem. The Commission takes note of the Poslanecká sněmovna’s position that research 

into industrial use of hydrogen is important, including the use of hydrogen to decarbonise 

specific transport applications. 

The Commission strategy sets the priority for renewable hydrogen because it is long-term the 

most compatible option with the EU’s climate neutrality and zero pollution goal and it 

provides additional benefits for the integration of large shares of variable renewables. The 

strategy recognises that scaling up renewable hydrogen requires the additional rollout of new 

renewable power generation, as technology matures and the costs of its production 

technologies decrease. 
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The strategy also recognises that in the short and medium-term, however, other forms of low-

carbon hydrogen are needed, primarily to rapidly reduce emissions from existing hydrogen 

production and support the parallel and future uptake of renewable hydrogen. ‘Low-carbon 

hydrogen’ includes electricity-based hydrogen with significantly reduced full life-cycle 

greenhouse gas emissions compared to existing hydrogen production.  

The Commission agrees with the Poslanecká sněmovna that a certification system for 

renewable and low-carbon hydrogen needs to be established, and that repurposing of existing 

gas infrastructure may provide an opportunity for a cost-effective energy transition. 

The Commission acknowledges the position of the Poslanecká sněmovna that support for 

renewable hydrogen should not jeopardise the competitiveness of certain EU Member States. 

Based on our latest available data, low-carbon hydrogen production is more cost-competitive 

than the production of renewable hydrogen today, although this situation is expected to 

change over the next decade.  

Accordingly, the strategy recognises that support schemes for renewable and low-carbon 

hydrogen are likely to be required for some time, but need to be subject to compliance with 

competition rules. The overall approach for market-based support schemes should allow for 

differentiated support for boosting demand and supply, taking into account the type of 

hydrogen and different starting points of Member States, in line with State aid policy.   

The observations made above are based on the initial proposal presented by the Commission, 

which is currently subject to further discussion in the European Parliament and the Council. 

The Commission hopes that these clarifications address the issues raised by the Poslanecká 

sněmovna, and we look forward to continuing our political dialogue.  

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

Maroš Šefčovič      Kadri Simson 

Vice-President       Member of the Commission 


