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Dear President,  

The Commission would like to thank the Senát for its opinion on the Communications to the 

European Parliament, the Council, the European Economic and Social Committee and the 

Committee of the Regions ‘Powering a climate-neutral economy: An EU Strategy for Energy 

System Integration’ {COM (2020) 299 final} and ‘A hydrogen strategy for a climate-neutral 

Europe’ {COM (2020) 301 final}.  

The energy system integration communication sets out a vision of how the EU can accelerate 

the transition towards a more integrated energy system in Europe. It will guide the reforms of 

the European energy system in the next few years to deliver an effective, affordable and deep 

decarbonisation of the European economy.  

At the same time, the hydrogen communication sets out a vision of how the EU can turn clean 

hydrogen into a viable solution to decarbonise different sectors over time, installing at least 

6 GW of renewable hydrogen electrolysers in the EU by 2024 and 40 GW of renewable 

hydrogen electrolysers by 2030.  

Both strategies are an intrinsic part of the European Green Deal
1
. These Communications 

identify the challenges to overcome and lay out the Commission’s roadmap of actions for the 

coming years. 

The Commission welcomes the broad support expressed by the Senát for the objectives 

pursued by the proposal, and its willingness to support efforts to integrate the EU energy 

system and create a functional European hydrogen market. The Commission takes note of the 

Senate’s position to make the most of existing energy infrastructure as well as the importance 

of Research and Development in the industrial use of hydrogen. 
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The Commission strategy proposes concrete policy and legislative measures at the EU level 

to gradually shape a new integrated energy system, while respecting the different starting 

points of Member States. The strategy takes full account of the individual positions and 

possibilities of Member States and does not affect their right to set their own energy mix.  

The strategies are based on the Commission’s assessment of the most cost-effective 

decarbonisation pathways towards climate neutrality in 2050. In this respect, our analyses 

find that the volume of natural gas consumed in Europe will progressively reduce and that the 

mix of gaseous fuels will be dominated by gaseous fuels of renewable origin
2
 before 2050. 

Similarly, our analyses foresee that the growing electricity demand will be largely based on 

renewable energy. By 2030, the share of renewable energy in the electricity mix should 

double to 55-60%, and projections show a share of around 84% by 2050. The remaining gap 

should be covered by other low-carbon options. 

The Commission takes note of the Senát’s position that, if possible, the existing infrastructure 

should be used as a basis for an integrated energy system, whilst ensuring the integrity of the 

internal markets for electricity and gases. At the same time, the strategies identify a number 

of solutions, including storage, electrolysers, and other flexibility options, that will be able to 

help balance the distribution networks  

It is clear from both strategies that there are several end-use applications where direct 

electrification and energy-efficient decarbonisation options might not be feasible or have 

higher costs. In such cases, a number of renewable or low-carbon fuels could be used, such 

as sustainable biogas, biomethane and biofuels, renewable and low-carbon hydrogen or 

synthetic fuels. The Commission takes note of the Senát’s call to consider existing and future 

demand for hydrogen or other renewable and low-carbon options in the planning process and 

development of our energy infrastructure.  

In this respect, the hydrogen strategy acknowledges that infrastructure needs for transporting 

hydrogen will initially remain limited, as demand will be met by production close or on-site. 

However, the planning of medium-range and backbone transmission infrastructure should 

begin. 

The Commission strategy sets the priority for renewable hydrogen because, in the long-term, 

it is the most compatible option with the EU’s climate neutrality and zero pollution goal and 

it provides additional benefits for the integration of large shares of variable renewables.  

At the same time, the Commission acknowledges the Senát’s position that other forms of low-

carbon hydrogen can be considered, especially to rapidly reduce emissions from existing 

hydrogen production in the short and medium-term.  
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The observations made above are based on the strategies on energy system integration and 

hydrogen as presented by the Commission, which is currently subject to further discussion in 

the European Parliament and the Council.  

The Commission hopes that these clarifications will answer the questions raised by the Senát 

and looks forward to continuing our political dialogue.  

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

Maroš Šefčovič      Kadri Simson 

Vice-President       Member of the Commission 


