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Dear Chair, 

The Commission would like to thank the Poslanecká sněmovna for its Opinion on the 

Annual Report 2019 on the application of the principles of subsidiarity and 

proportionality and on relations with national Parliaments {COM(2020) 272 final}. 

The Commission takes the political dialogue with national Parliaments very seriously. 

Their input into European policy making in the context of the subsidiarity control 

mechanism and our political dialogue is crucial for linking the citizens and the EU 

institutions and ensuring that EU action responds in an appropriate and proportionate 

manner to the needs of our citizens. This is even more important under the current 

difficult economic and social circumstances caused by the COVID pandemic.  

Every single opinion sent by a national Parliament and all suggestions included are well 

noted and carefully analysed by the responsible Commission services, and they are 

available to  Commissioners and Commission representatives when they assist in the 

legislative negotiations between the European Parliament and the Council on a 

proposal.  

The Commission appreciates national Parliaments’ suggestions on how we could 

intensify our political dialogue and encourages national Parliaments to engage earlier in 

the policy making process, at pre-legislative stages. 

The Commission also shares the Poslanecká sněmovna’s view that National Parliaments 

have an important role to play in the debates on the future of Europe. In its 

Communication to the European Parliament and the Council on the shaping of the 
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Conference on the Future of Europe
1
, the Commission has emphasised the essential role 

of national Parliaments in the working of the Conference and in contributing in making it 

a success. National Parliaments’ involvement will help to ensure that the Conference 

goes far beyond Europe’s capital cities and reaches every corner of the Union.  

Despite the delay induced by the pandemic, the Conference remains a priority for the 

Commission. Currently, the European Parliament, the Council and the Commission are 

negotiating a Joint Declaration covering the scope and structure of the Conference and 

outlining its principles and objectives. 

The Commission looks forward to continuing the political dialogue with the Poslanecká 

sněmovna in the future.  

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

Maroš Šefčovič 

Vice-President 
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