
 

Mr Miloš VYSTRČIL 

President of the Senát 

Valdštejnské naměstí 17/4 

CZ – 118 01 PRAGUE 1 

 

 

EUROPEAN COMMISSION 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Brussels, 19.1.2021 

 C(2021) 340 final 

 

 

Dear President, 

The Commission would like to thank the Senát for its Opinion on the Report to the European 

Parliament, the Council, the European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee 

of the Regions on the impact of demographic change {COM(2020) 241 final}. 

We are grateful that the Senát appreciates the work done on the impact of demographic 

change and would like to take this opportunity to lay out the upcoming initiatives in this area. 

Based on the challenges identified in the ‘Report on the impact of demographic change’, the 

Commission is preparing a Green Paper on Ageing, planned for adoption in the coming 

weeks. This will launch a wide public debate, taking into account both the challenges that 

come with an ageing society, as well as the new opportunities. Later during the first half of 

2021, a Long Term Vision for Rural Areas will look at perspectives for citizens and 

communities living in such regions and will seek to propose various sustainable development 

options, across multiple sectors, in the light of changing realities. 

The Commission’s policies help address the impact of demographic change on people and 

families in a number of ways, such as by supporting better reconciliation between work and 

private life, gender equality and social protection. During these first weeks of 2021, the 

Commission will present an Action Plan on the implementation of the European Pillar of 

Social Rights, which includes, among others, principles on childcare and support to children, 

work-life balance and social protection. The Commission will also adopt a Comprehensive 

Strategy on the Rights of the Child, which will reinforce children’s rights and protection. 

The Commission welcomes the suggestion that the Report is discussed in all Member States, 

taking into account that demographic trends are different between and within each Member 

State. A comprehensive and wide discussion of the impact of demographic change would 

allow to better understand both the different and the shared challenges and to pool best 

practices.  

In relation to population decline, work on the development of the Atlas of Demography, 

grasping territorially population change, is ongoing. This new tool will provide a basis to 
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explore the best possible adaptation and mitigation measures to tackle this phenomenon that 

is having a particular impact on some EU regions. This approach is also being pursued in 

the Commission’s strategies for the implementation of structural assistance for the recovery 

from the COVID-19 crisis.     

As regards the national strategies for regional and rural development, we would like to recall 

the mechanisms that will allow the Member States to respond to demographic change 

through the EU funds in the period 2021-27.  

In the 2019 European Semester, specific recommendations were adopted for investments to 

address demographic challenges and depopulation in 12 Member States, including for 

Czechia. When developing the new 2021-2027 cohesion policy partnership agreement and 

operational programmes, Member States need to identify their demographic challenges and 

specific needs of regions and areas to address both causes and consequences of demographic 

change. The future European Regional Development Fund contains a provision on 

disadvantaged areas that will draw the attention of Member States to address the challenges 

of those regions and areas, including those with demographic handicaps. Territorial 

instruments, such as integrated territorial investments and community-led local development 

will be available to support integrated territorial and local development strategies under any 

policy objective. 

The Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) for the 2021-2027 period will also address 

demographic issues, in particular by aiming at attracting young farmers and facilitating 

business development in rural areas. The Czech Republic has included both the support for 

young farmers and the community-led local development in its draft national CAP Strategic 

plan.  

The Commission hopes that the points provided in this reply address the issues raised by the 

Senát and looks forward to continuing our political dialogue in the future.  

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

Maroš Šefčovič      Dubravka Šuica 

Vice-President       Vice-President   
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