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Dear Chair, 

The Commission would like to thank the Poslanecká sněmovna for its Opinion on the 

proposal for a Decision of the European Parliament and of the Council amending 

Decision No 1313/2013/EU on a Union Civil Protection Mechanism {COM(2020) 220 

final}. 

This proposal intends to introduce targeted amendments allowing for a more ambitious 

and wide-ranging crisis management system within the Union, further strengthening the 

Union Civil Protection Mechanism. The main objective of the proposal is to complement 

and support Member States’ response in large-scale high impact emergencies where 

several or all EU Member States are impacted at the same time and they are not able to 

help each other. While respecting the principles of subsidiarity and proportionality, the 

Union aims to provide better crisis and emergency support to its citizens in Europe and 

beyond, in full compliance with Article 196 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the 

European Union. It is in this very spirit that the Commission, following a request for 

assistance from the Czech Republic, immediately sent on 22 October 2020 a first batch of 

thirty ventilators from rescEU – the common European reserve of medical and other 

capacities of the Union Civil Protection Mechanism.  

The Poslanecká sněmovna’s Opinion has been made available to the Commission’s 

representatives assisting in the ongoing negotiations of the co-legislators and will inform 

these discussions. 
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In response to the more technical comments outlined in the Opinion, the Commission 

would like to refer to the attached annex. The Commission hopes that these clarifications 

address the issues raised by the Poslanecká sněmovna and looks forward to continuing 

the political dialogue in the future. 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

Maroš Šefčovič      Janez Lenarčič  

Vice-President       Member of the Commission
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ANNEX 

As regards the points to which the Poslanecká sněmovna has drawn the Commission’s 

particular attention, the Commission is pleased to offer the following clarifications. 

Lack of a detailed analysis of failure of the existing system, as well as the impact of the 

proposed changes 

The nature and scale of the ongoing COVID-19 crisis at EU, national and regional level 

is unprecedented. Many of the consequences of this complex crisis still need to be fully 

evaluated. The Commission agrees with the Poslanecká sněmovna that a  comprehensive 

lessons-learned exercise with the EU and Member States would be useful to ensure 

learnings from all relevant stakeholders are effectively captured, allowing to prepare 

better for future unforeseen large-scale crises. Under the Union Civil Protection 

Mechanism, a specific lessons-learned programme has been activated right after the 

start of the pandemic and a lessons-learned exercise has been carried out, including a 

comprehensive consultation process with Member States.  

This exercise points towards some limitations to the Union Civil Protection Mechanism’s 

architecture, which currently relies largely on Member States’ resources. The 

Commission, through its amending proposal, and the Member States should remedy the 

said situation as soon as possible to broaden the array of tools at their disposal to 

protect citizens should similar large-scale emergencies occur in the future. 

The Commission’s amending proposal also comes as a response, albeit limited to civil 

protection, to the call, made by the European Council to the Commission on 26 March 

2020, to improve the EU’s emergency management system. 

Clear indication of the proposed amendments in the text 

The Commission agrees that it should cooperate in such a way that the national 

Parliaments can fulfil their role as assigned by the Treaties. 

While a recast format would increase readability of the text, the Commission chose to 

adopt an amending decision given that the proposed changes relate only to a limited 

number of provisions.  
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