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Dear President, 

The Commission would like to thank the Senát for its Opinion on the Communication 

from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council, the European Economic 

and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions “A new Circular Economy 

Action Plan – For a cleaner and more competitive Europe” {COM(2020) 98 final}. 

The Commission takes note of the views expressed and appreciates the support of the 

Senát for its ambition to make the EU a leader at global level in the transition towards a 

circular economy by promoting a more efficient use of natural resources while 

maintaining EU competitiveness. The circular economy is also a key element to 

achieving a climate neutral continent by 2050 and to decoupling economic growth from 

resource consumption, as laid out in the European Green Deal.  

The Commission will certainly ensure that the actions of the action plan are implemented 

in accordance with better regulation principles and in synergy with other policy areas, 

namely digitalisation, industrial policy and climate change. In addition, the Commission 

will also reap the potential of the circular economy to address the challenges derived 

from the COVID-19 pandemic. The Commission would like to refer the Senát to the 

annex for more detailed considerations.  

The Commission hopes that these clarifications address the issues raised by the Senát 

and looks forward to continuing the political dialogue in the future.  

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

 

Virginijus Sinkevičius       Maroš Šefčovič 

Member of the Commission      Vice-President 
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ANNEX 

The Commission has carefully considered each of the issues raised by the Senát in its 

Opinion and is pleased to offer the following clarifications.  

Achievement of the targets and commitments included in the action plan:  

The circular economy action plan lists in its annex an indicative timetable for the 

implementation of the initiatives included in the action plan. The action plan therefore 

represents a roadmap for the next five years that, if implemented, will consolidate and 

reinforce Europe’s transition towards a circular economy. In addition, each of the 

initiatives mentioned in the action plan will be subject to better regulation principles and 

will be assessed against the subsidiarity and proportionality principles. Details both on 

the content and the process for each of the actions will be make available in due time.  

As regards the goal of halving residual municipal waste by 2030, the initiatives included 

in the action plan, notably those related to waste management, aim at reducing waste 

generation, increasing recycling rates in Europe while supporting Member States in 

fulfilling the targets established in the EU legislation, thus reducing the amount of 

residual waste.  

Harmonization of laws in individual areas is important for the monitoring and effective 

implementation of circular economy 

When preparing the initiatives included in the action plan, the Commission will ensure 

that existing regulatory frameworks are taken into account. When appropriate, it will 

also ensure a homogenous implementation of the action plan. As an example of these 

efforts, the Commission would like to point out the recent revision of the waste 

legislation
1
, which included simplified and improved definitions and harmonised 

calculation methods for recycling rates throughout the EU.  

Education and awareness about circular economy 

The circular economy action plan states that the instruments in support of skills and job 

creation already in place will also contribute to the transition. This applies notably to 

updating the skills agenda, launching a pact for skills with large-scale multi-stakeholder 

partnerships, and the implementation of the action plan for social economy. In addition, 

further investment in education and training systems, lifelong learning, and social 

innovation will be promoted under the European Social Fund Plus. 

The Commission will also continue supporting successful experiences that promote 

citizens’ awareness and education on new ways of consumption and production, such as 

the European Week for Waste Reduction.  

                                                 
1
  Directive (EU) 2018/851 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 30 May 2018 amending 

Directive 2008/98/EC on waste. 


