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Dear President, 

The Commission would like to thank the Senát for its Opinion on the proposal for 

a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council establishing the framework 

for achieving climate neutrality and amending Regulation (EU) 2018/1999 (European 

Climate Law) {COM(2020) 80 final}. 

This proposal forms part of a broader package of ambitious actions announced in the 

Commission’s European Green Deal Communication
1
. The European Green Deal 

launches a new growth strategy for the EU and reaffirms the Commission’s ambition to 

make Europe the first climate-neutral continent by 2050. With its proposal for a 

European Climate Law, the Commission proposes to enshrine the 2050 

climate-neutrality objective in legislation, to set the long-term direction, to provide 

predictability for investors, and to ensure transparency and accountability. 

The Commission welcomes the Senát’s support for setting a legally binding EU 2050 

climate-neutrality objective. It takes note of the Senát’s views and concerns and would 

like to make the following comments in response to the issues raised in the Senát’s 

Opinion. 

Like the Senát, the Commission attaches great importance to robust and sound impact 

assessments. The full analysis that the Commission services carried out in November 

2018 on the implications of the 2050 climate-neutrality objective in support of the 

Communication Clean Planet for All
2
 and the evaluation of the EU Adaptation Strategy 

provide an extensive assessment of the impacts of this proposal. The impact assessment 

accompanying the 2030 Climate Target Plan, which the Commission plans to present in 

September 2020, will look into the possible impact of the COVID-19 crisis on climate 

policy. 
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As regards the empowerment of the Commission to adopt delegated acts setting out a 

trajectory at Union level to achieve over time the EU 2050 climate-neutrality objective, 

the Commission would like to clarify that the function of the trajectory is foreseen to be 

used by the Commission as a tool to assess progress towards achieving the 

climate-neutrality objective and to assess the effectiveness of existing policies. 

The proposal foresees that the starting point and end point for the trajectory, as well as 

the criteria to be considered when setting the trajectory, are set by the co-legislators; 

thus the delegation to the Commission does not include any “essential element” within 

the meaning of Article 290 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union.  

The Commission welcomes the Senát’s support for the European Green Deal becoming a 

fundamental framework for the recovery of the European economy affected by the 

COVID-19 pandemic. Indeed, the climate and environmental crisis is still a reality and 

requires our continued attention and efforts. This is one of the very reasons why the 

Commission presented its proposal for a European Climate Law: to avoid that climate 

action, a generational task, is side-lined by more pressing and immediate challenges.  

The Commission remains fully determined to deliver the European Green Deal, which is 

the EU’s growth strategy. The Commission has confirmed this in its Communications on 

NextGenerationEU
3
 and a revamped long-term EU budget

4
. These constitute an 

ambitious recovery plan, guiding and building a more sustainable, resilient and fairer 

Europe for the next generation, as supported by the European Council in July. With the 

new package, we commit to ‘do no harm’ with regard to our climate ambitions, ensure 

that the money is spent in line with the European Green Deal, and accelerate the twin 

green and digital transition.  

The points made above are based on the initial proposal presented by the Commission, 

which is currently in the legislative process involving both the European Parliament and 

the Council. The Senát’s Opinion has been made available to the Commission’s 

representatives in view of the upcoming negotiations of the co-legislators and will inform 

these discussions. 

The Commission hopes that these clarifications address the issues raised by the Senát 

and looks forward to continuing the political dialogue in the future. 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

        Nicolas Schmit 

        Member of the Commission 
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