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Dear President,  

The Commission would like to thank the Senát for its Opinion on the White Paper on 

Artificial Intelligence - A European Approach to Excellence and Trust {COM(2020)65 

final} and on the Report from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council 

and the European Economic and Social Committee on the safety and liability 

implications of Artificial Intelligence, the Internet of Things and robotics {COM(2020) 

64}.  

The Commission appreciates the Senát’s careful analysis of benefits and risks related to 

the development of artificial intelligence, and agrees that we need to ensure developing 

artificial intelligence in a way that respects European values and fundamental rights to 

create a Europe fit for the digital age. 

The Commission and the Senát share the same concerns for fundamental rights and 

freedoms. In order to address possible societal concerns related to the use of artificial 

intelligence in public places, the Commission considers the launch of a broad European 

debate on the specific circumstances, if any, that might justify such use, and on common 

safeguards. 

The Commission takes seriously the concerns expressed by the Senát regarding the 

protection of citizens' personal data, as well as the concerns related to possible 

discriminations. The Commission’s approach to artificial intelligence, based on trust and 

excellence, should give citizens the confidence to embrace these technologies while 

providing businesses with the legal certainty to invest and develop them. 

The Commission will issue proposals on the way forward for a future regulatory 

framework for artificial intelligence, addressing safety and fundamental rights, after 

analysing the results of the public consultation. The consultation closed on 14 June 2020, 

and more than 1000 responses have been received. A report on the results of this 
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consultation and a summary of the contributions will be published on the Commission's 

website shortly
1
. 

Any future European legislation will be based on the results of a debate with Member 

States, stakeholders and with experts from the High Level Expert Group on Artificial 

Intelligence. 

Beside the work on the possible introduction of European legislation on artificial 

intelligence, the Commission has also invested significant efforts on adaptations of 

existing Union safety and liability frameworks to new emerging technologies (artificial 

intelligence, internet of things and robotics). This is a necessary additional step to ensure 

a future-proof regulatory environment and legal certainty for operators.  

The Commission appreciates the support of the Senát to establish appropriate synergies 

between Horizon Europe and Digital Europe programmes. In the Digital Europe 

programme it is foreseen to create a network of European Digital Innovation Hubs 

across the EU and to invest in Testing and Experimentation Facilities and other digital 

capacities that Europe needs. Centres of Excellence in artificial intelligence will be 

supported through Horizon Europe. In this context, the Commission will strive for an 

appropriate geographic balance of the new facilities across the EU, and most 

importantly, to ensure that stakeholders, no matter where they are located in Europe, 

may make the best use of these facilities. 

The Commission believes that the political dialogue with national Parliaments is 

essential for linking the EU Institutions and the citizens of the European Union, and 

looks forward to continuing it with the Senát in the future. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

               Johannes Hahn 

               Member of the Commission 
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 Public consultation on the White Paper on Artificial Intelligence  

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12270-White-Paper-on-Artificial-Intelligence-a-European-Approach
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