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Dear Chair, 

The Commission would like to thank the Poslanecká sněmovna for its Opinion on the 

2020 Commission Work Programme {COM (2020) 37} and its adjustment following the 

outbreak of the COVID-19 crisis {COM (2020) 440}.  

This Opinion provides a thorough analysis of the 2020 Commission Work Programme. 

The Commission particularly welcomes the support of the Poslanecká sněmovna for 

many of the key initiatives that aim to foster a carbon neutral, digitalised and inclusive 

EU economy. The support by the Czech Council Presidency in the second half of 2022 

will be invaluable in delivering concrete policy action to turn the headline ambitions of 

the European Commission’s Political Guidelines into reality. 

The Commission takes note of the Poslanecká sněmovna’s position on the ‘New Pact on 

Migration and Asylum’. The Commission is committed to a fresh start on migration 

through the New Pact. The reform of the Common European Asylum System will be 

embedded in a comprehensive framework on migration and asylum. Following extensive 

consultation with the Member States and the European Parliament, the Commission is 

considering to propose a solidarity mechanism in order to ensure that Member States 

under migratory pressure receive all the necessary support. The protection of our 

Union’s external border will be a key element, as well as speeding up asylum and return 

processes and reinforcing the EU’s return policy. Moreover, we will further strengthen 

our cooperation with countries of origin and transit, both in support of legal pathways 

and in prevention of irregular migration. 
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Regarding the measures envisaged under the headline ambition ‘A new push for 

European democracy’, the Commission aims to support our vibrant European 

democracy, strengthen citizen involvement and better protect our democracies against 

outside interference and disinformation campaigns. The Commission’s work to fight 

discrimination and safeguard fundamental rights is undertaken within the limits of the 

EU competences and in line with the principle of subsidiarity. This also holds true for the 

LGBTI+ Equality Strategy, which is scheduled for adoption in the fourth quarter of 

2020. The Commission looks forward to the involvement of the Poslanecká sněmovna on 

the above topics and to continuing our political dialogue in the future.  

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

Nicolas Schmit 

Member of the Commission 
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