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Dear President,  

 

The Commission would like to thank the Poslanecká sněmovna for its reasoned opinion on the 

proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on the internal 

market for electricity (recast) {COM(2016) 861 final} as well as for its opinion on the 

proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council establishing a 

European Union Agency for the Cooperation of Energy Regulators (recast) {COM(2016) 863 

final}, the proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on 

common rules for the internal market in electricity {COM(2016) 864 final} and the proposal 

for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on risk-preparedness in the 

electricity sector and repealing Directive 2005/89/EC {COM(2016) 862 final}. 

These proposals are part of a package of ambitious measures, the "Clean Energy for All 

Europeans" package, adopted by the Commission in order to establish a stable and forward-

looking regulatory framework to meet upcoming energy challenges. The measures included in 

the package focus on the following three main objectives: energy efficiency first, achievement 

of a global leadership in renewable energies and a fair deal for consumers. 

The Commission takes seriously the concerns expressed by the Poslanecká sněmovna in its 

reasoned opinion on the proposal for a Regulation on the internal market for electricity. It 

considers, however, that the proposed changes to the Regulation are necessary to achieve the 

objective of an integrated European electricity market. Evidence has shown that isolated 

national approaches have led to delays in the implementation of the internal energy market, 

resulting in sub-optimal and incompatible regulatory measures, unnecessary duplication of 

interventions and delays in correcting market inefficiencies. Moreover, national policy 

interventions in the electricity sector have a direct impact on neighbouring Member States. 

This is valid even more so now than in the past as increasing cross-border trade, the spread 

of decentralised generation and more enhanced consumer participation increase spill-over 

effects. No Member State can effectively act alone and the externalities of unilateral action 

have become more important. This naturally calls for some adaptations to the existing 

electricity market legislation. On that basis, the Commission considers that the proposal duly 

respects the subsidiarity principle. 
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The Commission has taken due note of the substantive comments in the Poslanecká 

sněmovna's reasoned opinion as well as in its opinion on the other proposals in the package 

and would like to provide the following clarifications.  

As regards the Poslanecká sněmovna's concerns on the decision-making by regional 

operational centres, the Commission would like to underline that the challenges that the EU 

electricity system will be facing in the medium to long term are pan-European and cannot be 

addressed and optimally managed by individual transmission system operators alone, 

rendering the current legal framework no longer suited to the reality of the dynamic and 

variable nature of the future electricity system. Enhancing regional cooperation is therefore a 

crucial element when building the market design of the future. 

To ensure better security of supply and to avoid that inefficient solutions are applied at 

regional level because of a lack of appropriate coordination or agreement between 

transmission system operators, it is necessary to have a regional entity that can act in the 

interest of the whole region. This is particularly necessary regarding congestion management 

at borders.  

For almost all tasks attributed to the regional operational centres in the proposal, existing 

legislation already requires coordination in decision-making between transmission system 

operators. The proposal includes only very limited issues on which regional operational 

centres would decide. None of these decisions would interfere with the transmission system 

operators' core activity related to system security as all decisions are about coordination of 

issues which can be agreed weeks or months ahead of actual operations. 

As regards the proposal on risk-preparedness in the electricity sector, it aims to ensure that 

citizens in Europe will be better protected against black-outs at a lesser cost. It would ensure 

that all Member States put in place appropriate tools to prevent, prepare for and manage 

electricity crisis situations. The proposal also requires Member States to cooperate with each 

other in a spirit of solidarity, with a view to ensuring that the remaining electricity goes 

where it is most needed in an electricity crisis situation. 

As regards the Poslanecká sněmovna's concern that the regional top-down approach for the 

risk-preparedness plans could endanger a Member State's security of supply by not taking 

into consideration national specificities and risks, the Commission wishes to underline that 

the increasing interconnection of electricity markets in the European Union requires the 

coordination of security of supply measures. In the absence of such coordination, it is likely 

that measures adopted at national level could jeopardise the internal market and the security 

of supply in other Member States or across the Union. However, the proposal would ensure 

that national specificities are taken into account, in particular when Member States define 

their crisis scenarios at national level and prepare their risk-preparedness plans.  

Regarding the confidentially of sensitive information, the Commission wishes to highlight that 

confidentiality is ensured as the proposal provides that only parts of the risk-preparedness 

plans would be made public. Furthermore, on the annual testing of the plans, the Commission 

is of the view that prevention is the most efficient way to ensure security of supply. Therefore 
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the annual testing of the plans would ensure that Member States are well prepared in the 

event of an electricity crisis. 

The Commission has taken note of the Poslanecká sněmovna's support for the Czech 

Government's position on the proposal for a Regulation establishing a European Union 

Agency for the Cooperation of Energy Regulators. The Commission is aware of the issues 

raised by the Czech Government and trusts that these will be resolved during the legislative 

process.  

The points made in this reply are based on the initial proposals adopted by the Commission, 

which are currently in the legislative process involving both the European Parliament and the 

Council. 

The Commission hopes that these clarifications address the issues raised by the Poslanecká 

sněmovna and looks forward to continuing the political dialogue in the future.  

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

         Julian King 

 Member of the Commission 
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