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Dear President, 

The Commission would like to thank the Senát for its Opinion on the proposal for a 
Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on the Governance of the Energy 
Union {COM(2016) 759 final} and the proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament 
and of the Council on the promotion of the use of energy from renewable sources (recast) 
{COM(2016) 767 final}. 

The Commission welcomes the Senát's support for these proposals which were adopted as 
part of the Clean Energy for all Europeans package, and which are important elements of the 
Energy Union Framework Strategy. The measures included in the package focus on the 
following three main objectives: energy efficiency first, achievement of a global leadership in 
renewable energies and a fair deal for consumers.  

The proposal on the Energy Union Governance sets out a robust Governance system in order 
to deliver on the Energy Union objectives and in particular the 2030 targets for energy and 
climate. It also streamlines, simplifies and integrates existing planning, reporting and 
monitoring obligations to ensure coherence and reduce administrative burden in line with the 
Better Regulation principles.  

On the Senát's concerns regarding regional consultations on the national plans, the 
Commission would like to emphasise that the objectives of security, sustainability and 
competitiveness cannot be achieved in a cost-effective manner in the different Member States 
unless they cooperate more closely and better consider the cross-border impacts of national 
policies. 

The proposal for a revised Renewables Directive puts forward a number of measures across 
the various sectors aimed at fostering the deployment of renewables. This ambitious set of 
measures would allow Member States collectively and the European Union as a whole to 
reach the binding European Union level target of at least 27% of renewable energy in gross 
final consumption of energy.  
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As regards the Senát's call on the Commission to consider the efforts of individual Member 
States in the fulfilment of the 2020 renewable energy sources target when determining the 
gap filling measures and the functioning of a future financial platform for development of 
renewable energy projects, the Commission would like to stress that the proposal on Energy 
Union Governance clearly provides that the sharing of efforts between Member States should 
be fair and that early efforts made by each Member State should be taken into account in 
view of  the fulfilment of the Union's 2030 target. 

The Commission also welcomes the Senát's view that the support for food based biofuels 
should be gradually reduced, in line with what is proposed in Article 25 of the proposal for a 
revised Renewables Directive. 

The points made above are based on the initial proposals adopted by the Commission which 
are currently in the legislative process involving both the European Parliament and the 
Council. 

The Commission hopes that these clarifications address the issues raised by the Senát and 
looks forward to continuing our political dialogue in the future. 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

 

Frans Timmermans Miguel Arias Cañete 
First Vice-President Member of the Commission 


