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Dear Chairman,  

The Commission would like to thank the Poslanecká sněmovna for its Opinion on the 
proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on the Governance 
of the Energy Union {COM(2016) 759 final}, the proposal for a Directive of the European 
Parliament and of the Council amending Directive 2012/27/EU on energy efficiency 
{COM(2016) 761 final}, the proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the 
Council on the promotion of the use of energy from renewable sources (recast) {COM(2016) 
767 final} and the Communication 'Clean Energy for All Europeans' {COM(2016) 860 final}. 
 
The proposal is part the "Clean Energy for All Europeans" package, adopted by the 
Commission in order to establish a stable and forward-looking regulatory framework to meet 
upcoming energy challenges. The measures included in the package focus on the following 
three main objectives: energy efficiency first, achievement of a global leadership in 
renewable energies and a fair deal for consumers. 

In proposing these measures, the Commission is delivering on its commitment set out in the 
Energy Union Framework Strategy {COM(2015) 80 final} to ensure energy supply security, 
reduce dependency on imports from third countries, further integrate national energy 
markets, improve participation of consumers, enhance energy efficiency, decarbonise the 
energy mix and promote research and innovation in the energy field.  

Setting the ambitious but achievable binding target of 30% for energy efficiency in 2030 will 
demonstrate Europe's readiness to assume a leadership role and give a renewed impetus to 
meeting the Union's commitment to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 2030 and beyond.  

 



2 

 

 

The Commission recalls that the 30% target is fully in line with the European Council's 
conclusions from October 2014. The Commission was asked by the European Council to 
reassess the 27% energy efficiency target by 2020 having in mind an EU level of 30%. The 
Impact Assessment accompanying the Commission's proposal amending the Energy 
Efficiency Directive clearly shows that a 30% energy efficiency target for 2030 would reduce 
the costs for achieving decarbonisation in 2050 compared to a 27% energy efficiency target. 
In addition, it would help to reduce Member States' energy import bills, create additional 
jobs and trigger economic growth. In addition, health benefits and a decrease in energy 
poverty can be expected as comfort levels of European houses would be improved. 

As described in the above-mentioned Impact Assessment, the Commission is confident that 
the European Union will achieve its 2020 energy efficiency targets. A 30% target for energy 
efficiency would require Member States to maintain the current momentum in energy 
efficiency. Therefore, a target of 30% is not overly ambitious. The binding character of the 
EU target is necessary to ensure greater commitment by the Member States and greater 
assurance for investors to take long-term decisions. 

The Commission also recalls that it is for each Member State to determine its contribution to 
the European Union's overall energy efficiency target – these national contributions have an 
indicative nature.  

Investment in energy efficiency can notably be facilitated by a more effective use of European 
Structural and Investment Funds. The Czech Republic has earmarked significant funds 
(almost EUR 2 billion) to energy efficiency under the current programming period. These 
could be further leveraged by combining them with resources of the European Fund for 
Strategic Investments, in the context of the Smart Finance for Smart Building Initiative. In the 
next months the European Investment Bank and the Commission will reach out to the relevant 
Czech authorities and private actors to propose a way forward in that respect, possibly 
through the establishment of an investment platform combining these different sources of 
funding in order to provide advantageous conditions for energy efficiency loans. 

The Commission takes seriously the concerns expressed by the Poslanecká sněmovna as 
regards the method for determining the national contributions. The Commission has retained 
the methodology, which was used for setting the 2020 energy efficiency targets, when setting 
the 2030 targets. Member States are free – as in 2020 – to set their national 2030 energy 
efficiency contribution based on either primary or final energy consumption, primary or final 
energy savings, or energy intensity. This method was integrated into the new Governance 
proposal, also part of the Package, which focuses on the achievement of the Energy Union 
objective and in particular the 2030 climate and energy framework.   

The points made above are based on the initial proposals which are currently in the 
legislative process involving both the European Parliament and the Council. 
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The Commission hopes that the clarifications provided in this reply address the issues raised 
by the Poslanecká sněmovna and looks forward to continuing the political dialogue in the 
future.  

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

Frans Timmermans Miguel Arias Cañete 
First Vice-President Member of the Commission 
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