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Dear President, 

The Commission would like to thank the Senát for its Opinion on the Communication 
from the Commission "Annual Growth Survey 2017" {COM(2016) 725 final}. 

The Commission welcomes the endorsement by the Senát of the main economic and 
social priorities for the year ahead. The Commission called on the Member States to 
redouble their efforts along the so-called 'virtuous triangle' of economic policy – 
boosting investment, pursuing structural reforms and ensuring responsible fiscal 
policies. In 2017, emphasis is placed on the importance of ensuring social fairness as a 
way to stimulate more inclusive growth, as well as on the need to strengthen 
competitiveness, innovation and productivity. 

The Commission also welcomes the Senát's endorsement of reforms in Member States' 
health care systems aimed at making them sustainable and more effective, accessible and 
resilient. 

Regarding the Senát's observation on strengthening economic growth, the Commission 
recalls that Member States should pursue fiscal policies in respect of the Stability and 
Growth Pact, thereby ensuring sustainability, while making best use of the flexibility in 
the existing rules. Member States that have fiscal space should use it to support 
investment to strengthen the recovery and boost their productive potential. Others should 
continue to pursue the consolidation of their public finances. The effectiveness and 
efficiency of public expenditure by all government levels should be regularly reviewed, 
including with respect to the objective of promoting fairness. Ensuring the effective 
functioning of national fiscal frameworks would contribute to the attainment of these 
goals. 

The Commission continues to emphasise that national Parliaments should play a strong 
role in the preparation of the national programmes. This would help to increase national 
ownership of the process and add to the broader support for reforms. The Commission 
stands ready to facilitate contacts at all levels. 
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The Commission hopes that these clarifications address the issues raised by the Senát 
and looks forward to continuing our political dialogue in the future.  

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

Frans Timmermans              Valdis Dombrovskis 
First Vice-President              Vice-President  
     

  


