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Dear President,  

The Commission would like to thank the Senát for its Opinion on the Proposal for a 

Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Regulation (EU) 

2016/1036 on protection against dumped imports from countries not members of the 

European Union and Regulation (EU) 2016/1037 on protection against subsidised imports 

from countries not members of the European Union {COM(2016) 721 final}. 

The Commission attaches great importance to maintaining a robust trade defence policy 

which will shield European Union industry against unfair trade practices. The legislative 

proposal {COM(2016) 721} represents an important element in a range of measures which 

the Commission is taking to ensure that the Union will be equipped with modern and effective 

trade defence tools which will provide adequate protection for its industry and citizens. 

The Commission would like to confirm that the proposal {COM(2016) 721} is not about 

granting market economy status to China (or to any other country). Rather, the core element 

of the proposal consists in introducing a new, country neutral, dumping calculation 

methodology which would allow the Commission to discard domestic prices and costs when it 

is not appropriate to use them, due to the existence of significant, in particular state-induced, 

distortions in the exporting country. By introducing this new methodology, the European 

Union would be able to tackle precisely one of the root causes of the unfair trading practices 

which the Senát correctly identifies. 

The proposal is currently in the legislative process involving both the European Parliament 

and the Council. The Czech government is represented in the Council which, on 3 May 2017, 

approved its position on the legislative proposal. 
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The Commission hopes that these clarifications address the issues raised by the Senát and 

looks forward to continuing the political dialogue in the future.  

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

 

Frans Timmermans Cecilia Malmström 

First Vice-President Member of the Commission 
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