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Dear Chairman,  

The Commission would like to thank the Poslanecká sněmovna for its Opinion on the 

Commission's 2015 annual reports on subsidiarity and proportionality 

{COM(2016) 469  final} and its relations with national Parliaments {COM(2016) 471 final}. 

This Commission under the leadership of President Juncker has made a concerted effort to 

forge a new partnership with national Parliaments, engaging more often with them to discuss 

key initiatives and proposals. Since the beginning of this Commission's mandate, 

Commissioners have had more than 540 visits or meetings with national Parliaments. In his 

State of the Union Address in September 2016, President Juncker confirmed his commitment 

to maintaining the frequency of these meetings, and also called on all Commissioners to 

discuss the State of the Union with the national Parliaments they know best. I am pleased that 

Commissioner Jourová was able to follow up on that invitation by visiting the Poslanecká 

sněmovna on 20 October 2016. 

This Commission also made a commitment to reinvigorate the written dialogue with national 

Parliaments. For the past two years, replies have been signed not only by the First Vice-

President responsible for relations with national Parliaments but also by the Commissioner 

or Vice-President responsible for the policy area in question. As regards the suggestion by 

some national Parliaments for a "green card" allowing a group of national Parliaments to 

invite the Commission to table new or amended proposals for legislation, the Commission 

sees this as a clear demonstration of national Parliaments' readiness to contribute in a 

positive and constructive manner to the policy debate at EU level. The Commission has 

already expressed its support for such an enhanced political dialogue as long as it can be 

done in a pragmatic way without setting up new formal mechanisms. In that regard, I would 

also like to stress that the Commission always needs to act within the boundaries of the 

existing treaties. This explains why the Commission is not in a position to extend the eight 

week deadline provided in Protocol No 2 for submitting Reasoned Opinions, a point which 

was confirmed in the Commission's official reply to the Contribution of the LV COSAC 

adopted in The Hague in June 2016. 
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The Commission has taken note of the Poslanecká sněmovna's observations regarding the 

quality of the Commission's replies to national Parliaments' Opinions. The Commission 

endeavours to give clear and substantial replies to all opinions from national Parliaments, 

both as regards the political questions and the more technical issues they raise. If the 

Poslanecká sněmovna finds that the Commission has not provided satisfactory replies to its 

Opinions, I would like to invite it to write back to us stating which points the Commission has 

failed to address adequately. 

Measuring the impact of national Parliaments' Opinions on the decision-making process is 

extremely difficult, not least because the legislative process is complex and involves many 

actors. This means that the influence of each individual actor on the finally adopted text is 

very difficult – if not impossible – to determine in exact terms. To the Commission the impact 

and added value in receiving opinions from national Parliaments, especially early in the 

legislative process, is that it can conduct negotiations with the European Parliament and the 

Council in full awareness of the views expressed by national Parliaments. Furthermore, when 

the Commission decides which amendments from the co-legislators to support, it also does so 

in full awareness of the different positions expressed by national Parliaments on the 

respective issues. In this context, the Commission encourages national Parliaments to make 

both the European Parliament and their Governments' representatives in Council aware of 

the content of their opinions. 

The Commission notes the Poslanecká sněmovna's observation that the Commission should 

focus more on its executive-administrative role rather than being a political body, suggesting 

that when submitting new proposals for legislation, the Commission should focus on 

proposals on which broad consensus is most likely to be achieved. In that regard the 

Commission would like to recall that the Commission's political role is foreseen by the 

Treaties, by means of which the Member States made it the promoter of the general interest 

of the Union. As pointed out by President Juncker in his State of the Union Address, the 

Commission has to take responsibility by being political, and not technocratic. The immense 

challenges Europe is currently facing – both internally and externally – leave us no choice.  

The Commission hopes that these clarifications address the issues raised by the Poslanecká 

sněmovna and look forward to continuing our political dialogue in the future.  

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

Frans Timmermans 

First Vice-President 
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