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THE SENATE 

OF THE PARLIAMENT OF THE CZECH REPUBLIC 

10
TH

 TERM 

549th 

RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE  

Delivered on the 28th session held on 19th October 2016  

on the Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council 

establishing a Union Resettlement Framework and amending Regulation (EU) 

No 516/2014 of the European Parliament and the Council 

(Senate Print No. N 108/10) 

 

 

The Senate 

 
I. 

 

1. Got acquainted  

with the submitted proposal for a Regulation and considers resettlement to be an 

effective humanitarian tool for helping vulnerable persons in need of international 

protection and one of ways how to safely and legally enter the EU territory;   

 

2.  Recalls, however, 

its long-term negative position on permanent and obligatory resettlement 

mechanisms and emphasizes the exclusively voluntary character of resettlement 

activities for the Member States and persons concerned, because otherwise it may 

give rise to security risks and undesirable secondary movements within the EU;   

 

 

II.  

 

1. Agrees 

with the Position of the Government;  

 

2. Requests 

to avoid weakening the decision-making powers of the Member States and 

establishing new powers of the Commission regarding resettlement; therefore 

disagrees with the adoption of targeted Union resettlement schemes by delegated 

acts of the Commission;    

 

 



3. Emphasizes 

the key role of Member States in the making of decisions on which persons, how 

many of them and from what area will come to their territory, since it is the 

Member State that will be responsible for such persons whether in terms of their 

social, economic and cultural integration or maintaining public security;   

 

4. Points out also 

the need for caution when defining eligibility criteria for resettlement as too broad 

a definition (including the provisions on family reunification) can lead to abuse and 

may encourage further migration flows; in particular disagrees with the inclusion 

of “persons with socio-economic vulnerability”,  because given the other groups 

already included (women and girls at risk, persons with disabilities, survivors of 

violence or torture and others) it is not clear which persons should be covered by 

this category;   

 

5. Supports 

in accord with the Government the emphasis on making resettlement conditional 

upon cooperation of third countries from which people will be resettled 

(particularly in return policy), the inclusion of internally displaced persons in the 

resettlement framework and submitting an annual Union resettlement plan 

together with EU budget in order to take the expected costs of resettlement 

activities into account;   

 

6. However, considers it appropriate 

to clarify how will the persons for resettlement be chosen on the basis of 

conditioned cooperation in case of ongoing war or other conflict in the target area 

and lack of possibilities for cooperation, and to regulate the activity of High-Level 

Resettlement Committee in particular with regard to decision-making procedure 

with the aim to preserve the powers of the Member States;   

 

 

III.  

 

1. Requests 

the Government to inform the Senate about the way this position was taken into 

account, and about further development of negotiations; 

 

2. Authorises 

the President of the Senate to forward this Resolution to the European 

Commission.  

 

 

 

 
Milan Štěch 

sign manual 

  President of the Senate 

 

 
Zdeněk Papoušek  
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Senate Verifier 
 


