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Dear Chairman, 

The Commission would like to thank the Poslanecká sněmovna for its Opinion on the 

Communication on establishing a new Partnership Framework with third countries under the 

European Agenda on Migration {COM(2016) 385 final}. 

The Commission welcomes the Poslanecká sněmovna's broad support for increased 

cooperation with third countries, which is the foundation of the new Partnership Framework. 

One of the aims of this approach is to improve cooperation on return and readmission of 

third-country nationals without a right to stay in the EU. 

This external effort has to be matched by improvements of procedures and operations inside 

the European Union by, for example, tackling possible obstacles at national and EU level 

which could hamper swift return and readmission procedures and dedicated capacity to 

identify and pursue migrant smuggling groups. The new mandate of the European Border 

and Coast Guard, which was officially launched on 6 October 2016, will present further 

opportunities to this effect. The mandate allows the European Border and Coast Guard 

Agency’s extended support to the Member States in the area of returns as well as the 

necessary resources to implement hotspots to be provided. 

The Commission has taken note of the views expressed as regards a structured EU 

resettlement system. The proposal for a Regulation establishing a Union Resettlement 

Framework and amending Regulation (EU) No 516/2014 {COM(2016) 468 final} sets out a 

structured common system to pool resettlement efforts more systematically. It foresees a 

central role for Member States in determining their participation in the implementation of the 

Union resettlement framework. Thus, the maximum total number of persons to be resettled to 

the EU every year within the Union resettlement framework, the details about the 

participation of the Member States and their contributions shall be set by the Council in an 

annual Union resettlement plan. When adopting the annual Union resettlement plan, the 

Council should take into account the discussions within a High-Level Resettlement 

Committee, where all Member States are represented to indicate what contribution they are 

willing to make to the annual Union resettlement plan. 

The Commission welcomes the Poslanecká sněmovna's support to the hotspot approach and 

its importance in the management of migratory flows at the EU external border. Currently 



2 

 

the hotspots are fully operational in Italy and Greece and their role has also been recently 

recognised with the adoption of the European Border and Coast Guard Regulation. 

Under the revised European Neighbourhood Policy, Compacts will be annexed to the 

Partnership Priorities, in which migration would feature prominently. The approach would 

strive to strengthen the institutional and economic resilience of Lebanon and Jordan and to 

increase economic opportunities for Syrian refugees and host communities. Furthermore, 

negotiations on the EU-Jordan Readmission Agreement should start soon. 

The Commission has informed Member States about the progress achieved so far in a recent 

report
1
 discussed at the European Council of 15 December 2016. 

To support the new Partnership Framework, the Commission has proposed an External 

Investment Plan
2
, aiming at addressing the root causes of irregular migration and improving 

migration management in partner countries. The Commission will closely monitor the 

progress of the Plan and report annually to the European Parliament and the Council on its 

activities. 

The Commission values the Poslanecká sněmovna's engagement and will take its opinion and 

other contributions received into account when implementing the new Partnership 

Framework and the External Investment Plan. 

The Commission hopes that the clarifications provided in this reply address the issues raised 

by the Poslanecká sněmovna and looks forward to continuing our political dialogue in the 

future.  

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

Frans Timmermans               Dimitris Avramopoulos 

First Vice-President               Member of the Commission 

                                                            
1 COM(2016) 960 final. 
2 COM(2016) 581 final. 


	Brussels, 23.03.2017       C(2017) 1753  final

