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The Senate 

 
I.  

 

1. Considers 

the Communication to be a background material for the ongoing debate on the 

reform of the European asylum system and creation of legal and safe avenues to 

Europe;   

 

2. Is of the opinion  

that it is necessary to focus primarily on measures that would prevent 

uncontrolled migration, particularly to establish closer cooperation with countries 

of origin of migrants, which is necessary for the implementation of an effective 

return policy, to urgently adopt a list of safe countries of origin and safe third 

countries and to prevent abuse of asylum systems of the Member States;   

 

3.  Is convinced 

that before submitting the follow-up legislative proposals it is necessary to debate 

a broader range of reform options for the European asylum system and to fully 

evaluate the experience gathered in the past year;   

 

4. Agrees 

with the Position of the Government;   

 

II. 

 

1. Acknowledges 

that further harmonization of asylum law could reduce the differences in 

approaches of individual Member States which influence the asylum seekers' 

choice of destination country;  

 



2. Is convinced, however, 

that the main problem of the European asylum system is on the one hand 

insufficient capacity of asylum systems in the Member States exposed to greatest 

pressure, which needs to be addressed by personnel, material and financial 

assistance, and on the other hand factual differences in living standards and social 

and family ties of asylum seekers in individual Member States which cannot be 

eliminated;  

 

3. Recalls again 

the negative position of the Senate on mandatory relocation mechanisms and 

continues to insist on the voluntary nature of such measures and on the need to 

secure control of the external borders of the EU in the first instance; only then 

should it be deliberated, what are the most appropriate forms of solidarity 

between Member States regarding the asylum seekers already present in the EU;  

 

4. Therefore does not support 

any of the two proposed versions of the reform of the Common European Asylum 

System, which in principle correspond to the temporary or permanent relocation 

mechanisms to which the Senate expressed its clear disapproval in the past and 

which have in practice proven to be non-functional;  

 

5. Points out 

that although the outlined measures to prevent secondary movements are in 

principle properly aimed, they may not be sufficiently deterrent and are 

inadequate in combination with the proposed redistribution of asylum seekers, 

because they do not address the problem of uncooperative persons who do not 

want to stay in the country they were relocated to and at the same time it is not 

possible to return them to their country of origin;  

 

6. Is of the opinion 

that strengthening of the European Asylum Support Office (EASO) should be 

guided by the effort to provide the most efficient expert support to the Member 

States and must not lead to interference in the decision-making powers of the 

Member States in the field of asylum, since the Member States bear responsibility 

for the stay of asylum seekers in their territory and should primarily carry out 

asylum and migration policy; this democratic accountability must not be disturbed 

by the transfer of powers to an EU agency which would be difficult to supervise 

and would not have clear political leadership;  

 

7. Points out also 

that the flows of asylum applicants heading for the individual Member States vary 

considerably in terms of representation of the countries of origin and of the social 

composition; and therefore the considered centralization of asylum procedures 

would not have a practical benefit;  

 

8. Continues to support 

targeted resettlement of the most vulnerable groups of refugees from third 

countries which, however, must remain in the Member States’ competence;  

 

9. Therefore it will closely focus on  

proposals on revising the Dublin Regulation No. 604/2013 (so-called Dublin III) 

and introducing a structured system on resettlement which the Commission 

intends to present;  

 

10. Agrees 

with reinforcing the Eurodac electronic system so that the sharing of identification 

data of persons entering the EU irregularly is made as efficient as possible;   



 

11. Supports 

the development of legal migration routes into the EU, because securing them 

could contribute to the fight against the smuggling of migrants;  

 

III. 

 

1. Requests 

the Government to inform the Senate about the way this position was taken into 
account and about further initiatives following this Communication;  

 

2. Authorises 

the President of the Senate to forward this Resolution to the European 

Commission.  

  

 

 

 

 

 
Milan Štěch 

sign manual 

  President of the Senate 

 

 
Jaroslav Malý 

sign manual 

Senate Verifier 

 
 


