
 

 

EUROPEAN COMMISSION 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Brussels, 23.8.2016 
C(2016) 5503 final 

 

Mr Milan ŠTĔCH  

President of the Senát  

Valdštejnské naměstí 17/4 

CZ – 118 01 PRAGUE 1 

Dear President,  

The Commission would like to thank the Senát for its support to its Communication  

"Steel: Preserving sustainable jobs and growth in Europe" {COM(2016) 155 final}. 

In its Conclusions from 17/18 March on steel, the European Council has asked responsible 

Ministers at the Council to rapidly examine the Commission's communication with a view to 

taking strong action in response to the challenge posed by overcapacity in steel production at 

the global level. 

In the light of the upcoming expiry of certain provisions in China's Protocol of Accession to 

the WTO, the Commission is thoroughly analysing whether, and if so how, the EU should 

change the treatment of China in anti-dumping investigations after December 2016. The 

Commission is fully aware that, as noted by the Senát, this issue has an impact on the 

situation of the European steel industry. In this respect, I can reassure you that the 

Commission is determined to maintaining the effectiveness of the trade defence instruments. 

In the same context, further strengthening the effectiveness of the EU's Trade Defence 

Instruments, notably through the swift adoption of the Commission's Trade Defence 

Instruments modernisation proposal of April 2013
1
, remains key. While the European 

Parliament adopted its report in first reading, the Member States have so far prevented the 

file from moving forward in the Council. As the main stumbling block appears to be the 

proposal for the partial removal of the so-called Lesser Duty Rule
2
, the Commission provided 

support to the reflection by Member States on how to overcome the political deadlock at the 

Foreign Affairs Council in May 2016. 

  

                                                            
1 COM(2013) 192 final. 
2 The lesser duty rule foresees the imposition of anti-dumping duties at the level required to eliminate the injury 

suffered by the EU industry, if this level is lower than the dumping margin. 
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In its Energy Union Strategy
3
, the Commission recalled that competitiveness is one of the 

three fundamental objectives of EU's energy policy, along with security of supply and 

sustainability. It will propose later this year legislative initiatives to address the electricity 

market design with in mind increasing consumer participation and access to the market, as 

well as ensuring that the energy transition occurs in the most cost-effective manner to meet 

EU's targets. The Commission is also updating its report from 2014 on energy prices and 

costs
4
 and will publish it later this year. Finally, the Commission proposal for revising the 

EU Emissions Trading System
5
 aims at safeguarding the international competitiveness of the 

EU energy intensive industries in the gradual transition to a low-carbon economy as long as 

no comparable efforts are undertaken in other major economies, and maintaining incentives 

for long-term investment in low-carbon technologies.  

The Commission hopes that these clarifications address the issues raised by the Senát and 

looks forward to continuing the political dialogue in the future. 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

 

        Marianne Thyssen 

Member of the Commission 

                                                            
3 COM(2015) 80 final. 
4 COM(2014) 21/2  
5 COM(2015) 337 final. 
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