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THE SENATE 

OF THE PARLIAMENT OF THE CZECH REPUBLIC 

11
TH

 TERM 

70TH 

RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE  

Delivered on the 4th session held on 18th January 2017 

 

on the Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the 

Council, the European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the 

Regions Launching a consultation on a European Pillar of Social Rights/Senate 
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The Senate 
 

I. 

 

1. Got thoroughly acquainted 

with the first, preliminary outline of the European Pillar of Social Rights and 

considers its proposed scope to be sufficient and its content to be satisfactory; 

 

2. Welcomes 

that the Member States could participate in this public consultation on the future 

desirable content of this Pillar which is fully in accord with the priorities and 

objectives of the Europe 2020 strategy due to its emphasis on creating jobs and 

fight against poverty;  

 

3. Appreciates  

that coordinated actions of the Member States should lead to greater protection of 

workers’ rights and occupational safety and health, effective fight against social 

discrepancies and reduction of social stratification gap, facilitation of social 

mobility through affordable housing, reduction of adverse economic impacts on 

citizens, supporting the unemployed, in particular the long-term unemployed, in 

their difficult life situation, supporting the youth and persons aged fifty or older, 

strengthening of the principle of flexicurity and the idea of upskilling and life-long 

learning, reduction of pay gap and global social inequality between women and 

men, equal treatment of women and men and efficient reconciliation between 

work and private life;  

 

 



4. However, points out,  

that the social policy is in shared or in coordinating competence of the EU since 

each Member State has different historic traditions and possibilities of realization 

of this policy;  

 

5. Is of the opinion 

that the European Pillar of Social Rights should on one hand fully respect the 

division of competences between the Member States and the EU, however, on the 

other hand also contribute to the efficient harmonisation of the Member States´ 

policies in the above mentioned areas but without modifying the EU treaties; the 

Senate is convinced in this context that the adopted contribution of the Czech 

Republic to the public consultation in many cases supports future action and 

progress of the Union in good faith that this action will adequately respect the 

division of competences; 

II. 

 

1. Finds 

that the first, preliminary outline of the pillar is based on existing legal provisions, 

such as the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the EU, although objectives and 

principles are defined rather generally and the pillar does not take adequately into 

consideration the international conventions in the field of social rights ratified by 

the Member States;   

 

2. Emphasizes 

that the future pillar should take account of the plurality of the Member States´ 

positions and their social systems; 

 

3. Is of the opinion 

that measures on the EU level should be adopted particularly in the form of 

recommendations (e.g. by means already established tools such as the European 

semester) which the Member States would subsequently take into account in their 

national strategies;  

 

4. Is also of the opinion 

that the debate about the establishment of the European Pillar of Social Rights 

should be as transparent as possible and should include all the Member States 

irrespective of the fact that the pillar is intended to focus for now only on the 

Eurozone;  

 

5. Considers 

it important, in the spirit of the utmost inclusivity and facilitation of civic 

participation, to involve social partners and various sectors of civic society not 

only in the consultation process but also in the future realization of the European 

Pillar of Social Rights; 
 

III. 

Authorises 

the President of the Senate to forward this Resolution to the European 

Commission.  

 

Milan Štěch  

sign manual 

President of the Senate 

 

Luděk Jeništa 

sign manual 

Senate Verifier 


