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Dear Chair, 

The Commission would like to thank the Poslanecká snĕmovna for its Opinion on the 
Communication on an EU Strategy for liquefied natural gas and gas storage {COM(2016) 49 
final}, on the Communication on an EU Strategy on Heating and Cooling {COM(2016) 51 
final}, on the proposal for a Regulation concerning measures to safeguard the security of gas 
supply and repealing Regulation (EU) No 994/2010 {COM(2016) 52 final} and on the 
proposal for a Decision on establishing an information exchange mechanism with regard to 
intergovernmental agreements and non-binding instruments between Member States and 
third countries in the field of energy and repealing Decision No 994/2012/EU {COM(2016) 
53 final}. 

The above-mentioned proposals form the Commission's Energy Security package that will 
contribute towards the implementation of the Energy Union, one of the 10 political priorities 
of this Commission. The Energy Union aims to provide EU consumers – households and 
businesses – with secure, sustainable, competitive and affordable energy supplies. 
Specifically, this package of proposals focuses on addressing the dimensions of energy 
security, solidarity and trust.  

The Commission welcomes the Poslanecká snĕmovna's broad support for the aims of the 
proposals which seek to improve the framework for secure energy supplies to the EU with a 
focus on gas whilst at the same time ensuring competitiveness and sustainability of the EU's 
energy markets. The Commission also notes the Poslanecká snĕmovna's concerns as regards 
the need to strengthen solidarity and regional coherence without disproportionally 
suppressing competition and interfering in the gas market.    

In response to the more technical questions in the Opinion, the Commission would like to 
refer the Poslanecká snĕmovna to the annex to this letter. 

The Commission hopes that these clarifications address the issues raised by the Poslanecká 
snĕmovna and looks forward to continuing our political dialogue in the future.  

Yours faithfully, 

 

Frans Timmermans                Maroš Šefčovič 
First Vice-President                Vice-President 
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ANNEX 

The Commission has carefully considered each of the issues raised by the Poslanecká 
snĕmovna in its Opinion and is pleased to offer the following clarifications. 

Point 3 - On Regional coherence among EU Member States in the field of energy security 
and ensuring competition in the gas market: 

The Commission shares the Poslanecká snĕmovna's view that EU energy security is best 
achieved through true solidarity and regional cooperation, both of which need to be 
strengthened. It is also the Commission's opinion that well-functioning and competitive 
markets are best placed to address most security of supply issues and that, therefore, 
interference with their functioning should be kept to the minimum and focus on situations that 
the markets are not able to handle themselves. This is an underlying principle of the 
proposals in the Energy Security package.  

Point 5 - On the ex-ante assessment by the Commission of intergovernmental agreements 
concluded with third countries: 

As regards the introduction of an ex-ante assessment, this has been identified in the impact 
assessment accompanying the Commission's proposal as the only efficient way to ensure full 
compatibility of intergovernmental agreements ('IGA') with EU law. The current system, 
established under Decision No 994/2012/EU1, mainly relies on an ex-post assessment by the 
Commission that has been unable to ensure full compatibility with EU law. 

The Commission shares the Poslanecká snĕmovna's view that a shift from an ex-post to an 
ex-ante check should be cautiously designed. For this reason, the ex-ante check would not be 
a legally binding decision by the Commission. Rather, the opinion from the Commission 
would only have a suspensory effect on the process and negotiating and signing an IGA 
would remain the entire responsibility of Member States. Moreover, the basis for such an ex-
ante check would be strictly limited to the relevant provisions of the EU acquis. Such an ex-
ante control would, therefore, not constitute a judgment passed on the political opportunity of 
negotiating IGAs but be limited to a control of their conformity with EU law. This is fully in 
line with the Treaties, especially articles 4 and 194 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the 
European Union which establish a shared competence between the EU and its Member States 
in the field of energy. 

Point 6 - On heating and cooling: 

The Commission welcomes the Poslanecká snĕmovna's view that there is a need to reduce the 
energy consumed in the heating and cooling sector and that different choices are possible to 
reach that objective.  

                                                            
1 OJ L 299, 27.10.2012, pp. 13-17. 
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Point 7 - On waste heat: 

As regards the possibility of considering waste heat to be low-carbon energy, the 
Commission would like to recall the Staff Working Document accompanying the EU Strategy 
for Heating and Cooling, in which it is indicated that renewable heating and cooling 
solutions can also be integrated with high efficient gas solutions and other low-carbon 
efficient technologies as back-up technologies in the transition period towards full 
decarbonisation. 

Point 9 - On liquefied natural gas and completing cross-border connections:  

Looking at the EU overall, the level of diversification, access to sufficient liquefied natural 
gas imports and storage capacity is good, however, the energy security stress tests2 showed 
that there are still vulnerable regions, especially in the south-eastern parts of the EU. The 
infrastructure projects and actions identified in the EU Strategy for liquefied natural gas and 
gas storage {COM(2016) 49 final} aim to allow all Member States to have access to regional 
liquid gas hubs through a wide range of sources, including liquefied natural gas, and to 
ensure sufficient storage capacity on a regional basis, with a particular focus on vulnerable 
regions.    

The Commission shares the Poslanecká snĕmovna's view that both liquefied natural gas and 
storage play an important role in improving the EU's security of supply and that in most 
cases it is missing cross-border interconnections that prevent Member States from having 
access to them. This is clearly reflected in the EU Strategy for liquefied natural gas and gas 
storage where the infrastructure projects identified as key priorities are mostly 
interconnectors. 

The Commission fully understands that while liquefied natural gas plays an important role in 
providing a new source of supply; priority should be given to gas storage and completing 
missing interconnections given that these are the remaining issues in Central-Eastern 
Europe. The Czech Republic has significant gas storage capacity and access to liquefied 
natural gas import capacity is already possible today through other Member States. 

The Commission presented the Communication on the EU strategy on liquefied natural gas 
and gas storage to the Energy Working Party of the Council. The European Parliament is 
currently drafting an own-initiative report that is expected to be voted on towards the end of 
the year. In the meantime, the implementation of the strategy has been launched, in 
particular under the regional High Level Groups established in the Baltic Sea region and 
south-east Europe.  

                                                            
2 https://ec.europa.eu/energy/en/news/stress-tests-cooperation-key-coping-potential-gas-disruption  
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