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Dear President, 

The Commission would like to thank the Hrvatski Sabor for its Opinion on the 

Commission work programme for 2022 {COM(2021) 645}. 

Regarding the political priorities for this year, Russia's war of aggression on Ukraine 

launched on 24 February was evidently not foreseeable when this year's work 

programme was adopted. However, now it will also be at the heart of the EU's political 

action in many areas, both external and internal within the Union.  

The Commission and EU Member States are working together at all levels to deliver 

humanitarian aid and civil protection to Ukraine and neighbouring countries. The EU is 

stepping up its support for Ukraine and sanctions against Russia. Since 24 February, in 

a series of decisions, the EU has adopted the largest ever set of sanctions, targeting 

Russia's financial system, its high-tech industries, energy, transport and defence sectors, 

and its elite. Moreover, restrictions on media and economic cooperation were imposed. 

In addition, the EU is also targeting the Belarusian regime with sanctions.  

The EU is closely coordinating its actions with its partners and allies, including NATO, 

the G7, the US, the UK, Canada, Norway, South Korea, Japan and Australia. These are 

unprecedented actions by the European Union and our partners in response to 

unprecedented aggression by Russia. The current situation shows the importance of the 

open strategic autonomy objectives for the EU, notably in the fields of defence, energy 

and digital.  

The Commission is well on track to follow-up to the EU leaders’ Versailles Declaration 

and the European Council conclusions from March 2022. In addition, our efforts must 

continue to address the economic and social consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic 

and to accelerate the ecological and digital transformation of our society and economy. 

With the ‘RePowerEU’ package, we adopted a comprehensive set of measures to address 

the energy crisis and drive the green transition. Further key initiatives for 2022 include 

the Cyber Resilience Act, which creates common cybersecurity standards, the adoption of 

a Recommendation on minimum income, the care package, recommendations on cancer 

screening and the Media Freedom Act. 
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The Commission thanks the Hrvatski Sabor for the document assigning the analysis and 

consideration of the Commission’s new initiatives and draft legislative acts to its relevant 

committees. A deep and active political dialogue with national Parliaments remains a 

priority for this Commission, and I look forward to continuing our exchanges. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

Maroš Šefčovič 

Vice-President 
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