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Notice of call for expressions of interest 

1. Contracting authority 

European Commission, Directorate-General for Education, Youth, Sport and Culture, Unit D.1: Cultural 
Policy, Rue Joseph II, 70, 1000 - Brussels, BELGIUM.  

 

2. General description of the procedure 

The objective of this call for expressions of interest is to set up a list of pre-selected applicants. 

Inclusion on the list entails no obligation on the part of the contracting authority concerning the conclusion 
of an agreement.  

 

3. Application procedure 

Interested parties are invited to submit an expression of interest in accordance with the rules of this notice.  

As a result of this call, the contracting authority will draw up a list of the pillar-assessed entities who have 
expressed their interest and meet the admissibility, eligibility and selection criteria specified in the sections 
below.  

The contracting authority may then organise a competitive procedure among the entities included in the 
list and invite them to submit a fully developed proposal for the implementation of the call, by sending 
each of them a request for a proposal. 

 

4. Full description of the field covered by the call for expression of interest 

This call aims at identifying relevant entities who will express interest in managing an IPA II Multi-country 

action "Regional programme to support culture and creativity in the Western Balkans", with a budget of 8 

million EUR, to be launched in 2021with an implementation period of 48 months indicatively. Entities with 

experience in capacity-building and technical assistance for cultural development in the Western Balkans 

(Republic of Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo*, Montenegro, Republic of North Macedonia, and 

Republic of Serbia) are invited to respond to this call.  

The cultural dimension of the EU international relations and cooperation actions is fundamental to 

promote better mutual understanding, dialogue, peace-building and inclusive and sustainable 

development. The Global Strategy for the European Union’s Foreign and Security Policy1 (2016) identifies 

cultural diplomacy as a new field for joined-up external action and is further elaborated in the Joint 

Communication “Towards an EU strategy for international cultural relations”2 (2016), the framework for 

the EU’s cultural cooperation with third countries. Building on this policy framework, the “Council 

conclusions on an EU strategic approach to international cultural relations and a framework for action”3 

(2019) create opportunities to deepen work in this field. The Communication “A New European Agenda for 

                                                           
1
 https://eeas.europa.eu/sites/eeas/files/eugs_review_web_0.pdf  

2
 JOIN(2016) 29 final 

3
 https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-7749-2019-INIT/en/pdf  

https://eeas.europa.eu/sites/eeas/files/eugs_review_web_0.pdf
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-7749-2019-INIT/en/pdf
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Culture”4 (2018), the blueprint for EU culture policy for the next years, also identifies ’strengthening 

international cultural relations’ as one of its pillars.  

The strategy “A credible enlargement perspective for and enhanced EU engagement with the Western 

Balkans”5 (2018), recognised the European future of the region and called for significant enhancement of 

the EU’s political, technical and financial support, to boost the economic growth and support the reforms 

required to move forward on the EU path. Enhancing cooperation in culture with and within the region is 

one of the actions in support of Flagship Initiative 6 of this strategy. 

Based on this, DG NEAR allocated 8 million EUR in the IPA Multi-Country Programme 2020 to support the 
culture and creative sector in the Western Balkans (Republic of Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo*6, 
Montenegro, Republic of North Macedonia, and Republic of Serbia). The action will be co-delegated from 
DG NEAR to DG EAC, and implemented trough indirect management under the supervision of DG EAC.  

The final beneficiaries of the actions are to be public authorities, private sector and civil society 
organisations in culture in the Western Balkans (Republic of Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo*, 
Montenegro, Republic of North Macedonia, and Republic of Serbia). Thus, as this future action is intended 
to provide financing through grants, the entrusted entity implementing this action needs to be positively 
pillar-assessed for the grants and procurement pillars (see section 6.2). 

 

4.1 About the action 

Objectives  

The action aims at fostering reconciliation and good neighbourly relations in the Western Balkans through 

culture. Promoting cultural and creative expressions is a driver for social cohesion as well as for socio-

economic growth and development, thus creating an environment conducive to reconciliation. The action 

will increase the capacities of cultural operators and will support partnership between the cultural sector 

and the public authorities on local, regional and national level to promote inclusive cultural policy-making.  

The expected results of the programme are as follows: 

 enhanced capacities of cultural and creative sectors in the Western Balkans;  

 develop cultural cooperation strategy at regional level with the Western Balkans; 

 increased mobility of artists and cultural operators; 

 cultural heritage promotion and preservation for promoting local development; 

 enhanced partnerships between public and private actors in the CCS; 

 more open and inclusive way to define and implement cultural policies. 

The full Action plan can be found in the Annex to this call.  

Main priorities 

 Improve the performance of the cultural and creative sector in the Western Balkans;  

 Strengthen the cultural cooperation within and with the Western Balkans;  

 Enhance inclusive cultural heritage for local development.  

 

                                                           
4
 COM(2018) 267 final 

5
 COM(2018) 65 final 

6
 * This designation is without prejudice to positions on status, and is in line with UNSCR 1244/1999 and the ICJ 

Opinion on the Kosovo declaration of independence. 
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5. Expected delivery 

The entrusted/selected entity will be responsible for the implementation of the action in accordance with 

the Action document and its annex7 and with the contribution agreement, regardless of whether the 

activities are performed by the entity itself, a contractor or a grant beneficiary. As such, the entity will bear 

overall responsibility for the successful implementation, including the detailed elaboration of the delivery 

mechanisms (for example: organisation of calls for proposals, calls for tenders, etc.), for the monitoring, 

reporting, communication, dissemination of results, and evaluation, in accordance with the provisions of 

the contribution agreement. 

 

6. Criteria for selection 

The contracting authority will assess the expressions of interest against the following admissibility, 
eligibility and selection criteria: 

6.1 Admissibility criteria 

- The expression of interest is sent within the deadline for submission indicated in point 8.  

- Expressions of interest should be submitted in one of the official languages of the European Union by 
electronic means at the following address: EAC-D1-FINANCIAL@ec.europa.eu 

- Expressions of interest must be duly completed, dated and signed by the person authorised to enter into 
legally binding commitments on behalf of the applicant organisation. 

Failure to comply with those requirements will lead to rejection of the expressions of interest. 

No modification to the application is allowed once the deadline for submission has elapsed. However, if 
there is a need to clarify certain aspects or to correct clerical mistakes, the Commission may contact the 
applicant. 

 

6.2 Eligibility criteria 

Pursuant to Article 62(1)(c) of the Financial Regulation, the applicants eligible for this call of expression 
of interest should be: pillar-assessed EU Member State organisations or international organisations. 

The Commission is to ensure a level of protection of the financial interests of the Union with regards to 
entities and persons entrusted with the implementation of Union funds by indirect management as 
provided for in Article 154(3) of the Financial Regulation. To this end, such entities and persons are to be 
subject to an assessment of their systems and procedures in accordance with Article 154(4) of the Financial 
Regulation8 and, if necessary, to appropriate supervisory measures in accordance with Article 154(5) of the 
Financial Regulation before a contribution agreement can be signed.  

Please be aware that following the entry into force of the EU-UK Withdrawal Agreement9 on 1 February 
2020 and in particular Articles 127(6), 137 and 138, the references to natural or legal persons residing or 

                                                           
7
 Commission Implementing Decision C(2020) 5209 final of 28.7.2020 adopting a Multi-country Action Programme for 

the year 2020  
8 

          Except for the cases of Article 154(6) of the Financial Regulation, where the Commission may decide, not to 
require an ex-ante assessment. 
9
     Agreement on the withdrawal of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland from the European 

Union and the European Atomic Energy Community. 

mailto:EAC-D1-FINANCIAL@ec.europa.eu


4 
 

established in a Member State of the European Union are to be understood as including natural or legal 
persons residing or established in the United Kingdom. UK residents and entities are therefore eligible to 
participate under this call. 

 

6.3 Selection criteria 

- The entity(ies) has (have) sound technical expertise and strong practical experience in the EU in 
promoting culture and cultural heritage, including through supporting policy-making; 

- The entity(ies) has (have) strong institutional, financial and operational capacity, in particular to 
design and implement grant schemes; 

- The entity(ies) has (have) a presence and/or demonstrated experience in one or more IPA II 
beneficiary(ies). 

The applicant needs to send the following documents to prove the fulfilment of these criteria:  

- A list of at least two EU supported actions (with a minimum budget of 1 m EUR) to promote culture 
and cultural heritage, which was implemented by the applicant in the past 5 years; 

- Proof that the applicant operates at least one representation office in the Western Balkans, and/or 
a reference to at least one action (with a minimum budget of 1 m EUR) to promote culture and 
cultural heritage in the Western Balkans, which was implemented by the applicant in the past 5 
years; 

- A list of at least two actions promoting culture and cultural heritage, which were delivered in English 

and were implemented by the applicant in the past 5 years. 

 

7. Information and documents to be provided 

Interested parties should provide their full contact details in their expression of interest with the following 
information:  official name in full, official legal form, place of establishment or registration. 

Applicants shall provide supporting evidence related to eligibility and selection criteria, as follows: 

- Evidence on the eligibility (proof of being pillar-assessed); 
- Evidence on the capacity to deliver the action, according to the criteria specified in point 6.3. 

At this stage, the interested applicants are not requested to provide a detailed proposal on how they 
envisage the implementation of the action.  

 

8. Indicative timeline  

Steps Date (and hour) 

Publication of the call for expressions of interest February 2021 

Deadline for submitting clarification questions 16 March 2021, 11:00 Brussels local time 

Deadline for the submission of expressions of 
interest 

31 March  2021, 11:00 Brussels local time 

Notification to entities that have met the criteria 
for pre-selection on the acknowledgement of 
receiving the expression of interest, and 

April-May 2021 
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information on the next steps of the procedure 

 

Clarification questions can be sent to: EAC-D1-FINANCIAL@ec.europa.eu.  

Clarification questions sent after the date indicated in the table above will not be processed and answered. 

Only pillar assessed entities can submit clarification questions and requests for further information. 
Emails submitted by other entities or organisations will not be treated.  

 

9. Protection of personal data 

If processing your expression of interest involves the recording and processing of personal data (such as 

your name, address and CV), such data will be processed pursuant to Regulation (EU) 2018/172510 of 23 

October 2018 on the protection of natural persons with regard to the processing of personal data by the 

Union institutions, bodies, offices and agencies and on the free movement of such data, and repealing 

Regulation (EC) No 45/2001 and Decision No 1247/2002/EC. Unless indicated otherwise, any personal data 

will be processed solely for evaluation purposes under the call for expression of interest by the European 

Commission acting as data controller. Details concerning the processing of personal data are available in 

the privacy statement at: https://ec.europa.eu/info/data-protection-public-procurement-procedures_en. 

If you would like to exercise your rights under Regulation (EU) 2018/1725, or if you have comments, 
questions or concerns, or if you would like to submit a complaint regarding the collection and use of your 
personal data, you can contact the data controller at EAC-UNITE-D1@ec.europa.eu by explicitly specifying 
your request. 

The applicant's personal data may be registered in the Early Detection and Exclusion System (EDES) if the 
applicant is in one of the situations mentioned in Article 136 of the Financial Regulation. For more 
information, see the privacy statement: 
http://ec.europa.eu/budget/explained/management/protecting/protect_en.cfm. 

10. Use of the list resulting from this notice 

Pursuant to Article 62(1)(c) and to Article 154 of the Financial Regulation, this action will be implemented 

in indirect management through a contribution agreement with an already pillar-assessed entrusted entity, 

under the supervision of DG EAC.  

The list resulting from this notice will be used exclusively for the signature of a contribution agreement (of 
an estimative duration of 48 months) to deliver the regional action to support the culture and creative 
sector in the Western Balkans in accordance with the subject of the call in point 4. 

  

                                                           
10

 OJ L 295, 21.11.2018, p. 39 

mailto:EAC-D1-FINANCIAL@ec.europa.eu
https://ec.europa.eu/info/data-protection-public-procurement-procedures_en
http://ec.europa.eu/budget/explained/management/protecting/protect_en.cfm
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Annex 

Action plan “Multi-country EU support to Regional programme on culture and creativity in the Western 
Balkans” – in separate pdf file.  
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