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Subject: State aid SA. 40605 (2015/N) – Lithuania – Start-up aid to new routes 

from Lithuanian airports 

Sir, 

1. PROCEDURE 

(1) By electronic notification of 15 December 2015, the Lithuanian authorities 

notified to the Commission, in accordance with Article 108(3) of the Treaty on 

the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU)1, an aid scheme aiming to provide 

support for the opening of new air passenger transport services connecting 

Lithuanian airports to other airports in the Common European Aviation Area 

(CEAA)2. The notification was registered under case number SA.40605. 

(2) Following the Commission's request for information dated 15 February 2016, the 

Lithuanian authorities submitted additional information on 17 March 2016. 

                                                 
1 OJ L 138 of 30.04.2004 

2 See Decision 2006/682/EC of the Council and of the Representatives of the Member States meeting 

within the Council on the signature and provisional application of the Multilateral Agreement between the 

European Community and its Member States, the Republic of Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, the 

Republic of Bulgaria, the Republic of Croatia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, the Republic 

of Iceland, the Republic of Montenegro, the Kingdom of Norway, Romania, the Republic of Serbia and the 

United Nations Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo on the Establishment of a European Common 

Aviation Area (ECAA) (OJ L 285, 16.10.2006,p. 1). 
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2. DESCRIPTION OF THE AID 

2.1. Context 

(3) According to the Lithuanian authorities, the Lithuanian start-up scheme approved 

by the Commission decision in case N521/2010 had never been implemented due 

to the lack of interested air carriers. That scheme complied with the provisions of 

the Community guidelines on financing of airports and start-up aid to airlines 

departing from regional airports3, hereinafter "the 2005 Aviation guidelines".  As 

they contained more restrictive conditions than the Guidelines on State aid to 

airports and airlines
4
 (hereinafter the "the 2014 Aviation guidelines") as regards 

eligible costs, no air carrier applied for the aid under the scheme.  

2.2. Objective of the aid 

(4) The proposed aid is a start-up aid scheme in the aviation sector, whose objective 

is to create net economic benefits for the Lithuanian regions by improving their 

connectivity and enhancing development perspectives. 

2.3. Form of the aid and eligible costs 

(5) Under the proposed scheme, passenger airlines will be selected via a call for 

tenders to receive public funding for the opening of new routes connecting 

airports located in Lithuania with other airports located in the CEAA. The start-up 

aid will be provided as a direct grant to passenger airlines whose proposals have 

been accepted. 

(6) The eligible costs are the airport charges in respect of the new route both in 

Lithuania and abroad. The start-up aid can be provided for not more than three 

years. Under the scheme, the total aid amount over three years shall not exceed 

50% of airport charges incurred on the specific route to which the aid under the 

scheme is granted. 

2.4. Eligible Lithuanian Airports 

(7) Lithuania has three airports which serve commercial scheduled international 

traffic: Vilnius, Kaunas, and Palanga.  

(8) According to Lithuania, average traffic over the two calendar years preceding 

notification at all those three airports was below 3 million passengers:  
 

Table 1 – Lithuanian Airports - annual traffic of passengers in 2013/2014 
 

Airport 2014 2013 
Average 

2013/2014 

Vilnius airport 2,942,670 2,661,869 2,802,269 

Kaunas airport 724,314 695,509 709,911 

Palanga airport 132,931 127,890 130,410 

 

                                                 
3 OJ C 312, 9.12.2005, p. 1. 

4 OJ C 99, 04.04.2014, p.3. 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/AUTO/?uri=OJ:C:2005:312:TOC
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(9) Since 1 July 2014, the management of three above-mentioned Lithuanian airports 

was entrusted to one single company – Lietuvos Oro Uostai, the State Enterprise 

"Lithuanian Airports", hereinafter "LOU". 

(10) All three airports will be concerned by the support scheme for start-up aid for new 

routes.  Šiauliai Airport – mostly a military aerodrome – will not be covered by 

the support scheme. 

(11) The distance and travelling time by land transport between each of those airports 

and other commercial passenger airports currently in operation in the region, 

including the neighbouring Latvian airport (Riga), Vilnius, Kaunas, and Palanga 

airport catchment areas are as follows: 

Table 2 - Data on distances/travel time between Lithuanian airports and Riga 

airport (closest non-Lithuanian EU airport) 

Airports  Distance 

by land, 

km 

Travel time 

Vilnius – Kaunas 100 1h 25 min 

Vilnius – Palanga  330  3h 40 min 

Vilnius – Riga 310  3h 55 min 

Kaunas – Palanga  148 2h 35 min 

Kaunas – Riga 275  3h 50 min 

Palanga – Riga 270 3h 35 min 

(12) As regards airports in operation in Poland, the closest international airport is 

Warsaw airport which is more than 400 km away from the closest Lithuanian 

airport. Tallinn airport is even further away with roughly 600 km away from the 

Lithuanian airports.  

(13) The closest international airports outside the EU, notably Minsk (Belarus) and 

Kaliningrad (Russia), are 190 km and 270 km away, respectively, from the closest 

Lithuanian airports and the choice of these airports is rarely a real alternative 

given unpredictable travel time and administrative formalities related to crossing 

the EU's external border.  

(14) For the time being no high-speed rail links exist in Baltics. Construction of Rail 

Baltica - one of the priority projects of the EU under TEN-T program - is planned 

to start in 2020. The route Tallinn–Riga–Kaunas is planned to be finished in 

2025, that is, after the last disbursements under the notified scheme
5
 , and the 

connection with Warsaw in 2030. In any case no start-up aid will be granted for 

air connections between Kaunas and cities on the Rail Baltica route, inter alia 

because such connections already exist (Kaunas-Tallinn, Kaunas-Riga, Kaunas-

Warsaw) and the scheme will only support new routes.  

2.5. Eligible airlines 

(15) The aid will be granted to air carriers performing passenger transport with a valid 

                                                 
5 In other words, that rail route is planned to be finished after the expiry of the six-year duration of the 

scheme and even after the last possible disbursement has been made (i.e. 9 years after the entry into force 

of the scheme). 
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operating licence issued by a Member State pursuant to Regulation (EC) No 

1008/2008 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 24 September 2008 

on common rules for the operation of air services in the Community.6  

(16) The beneficiaries of the aid will be airlines which are chosen following the 

tendering procedure. Airlines of all sizes are eligible. The estimated number of 

beneficiaries of the scheme is between 11 and 50. 

2.6. Eligible routes 

(17) Under the proposed scheme start-up aid to airlines on a specific route will only be 

permissible if the proposed air service  

(i) is neither already being operated between the two airports of the 

proposed route,  

(ii) nor was operated within the 12 months preceding the planned start 

date for the operation of the new services. 

(iii) nor is planned within next 12 month based on announcement by any 

airline made prior to the publication of the call for tenders. 

(18) No aid will be given for routes that are not actually new routes, but instead simply 

involve a more frequent schedule on a route already served. 

(19) Similarly, no aid is planned to be granted in case the airline changes its 

Lithuanian departure/arrival airport on a route to/from Lithuania voluntarily or 

following request from Lietuvos Oro Uostai. 

2.7. Governance of the scheme,  tendering and selection procedures 

(20) The Ministry of Transport and Communications (hereinafter, "the Ministry") will 

be responsible for the implementation and functioning of the scheme following 

adoption of the operational regulations.  

(21) The performance of the functions of the Ministry with respect to practical 

implementation of the scheme may be delegated to LOU. In this case, the 

Ministry and LOU will sign agreements on the use of budget funds which will 

ensure strict compliance with the provisions of the present Decision.  

(22) With regards to publicity and selection process, two options are foreseen under 

the scheme: either the granting authority will specify the precise routes for which 

airlines may bid or airlines may submit offers to the granting authority in respect 

of routes of their choice provided they are eligible under the scheme. 

(23) Prioritised target routes are routes which Lithuania will identify as priority, 

because they offer particularly large macro-economic benefits. 

(24) Airlines can also make unsolicited proposals for new routes. The granting 

authority will publish, once it has received the proposal and considers that the 

proposal meets the criterion for macro-economic benefits, a call for expression of 

interest in national and international newspapers, as well as in the Official Journal 

of the EU (similarly as in case of the routes directly proposed by the authorities 

for start-up aid).  

                                                 
6 OJ L 293, 31.10.2008, p. 3–20 
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(25) The calls for offers in respect of routes will provide the following information 

relating to the start-up aid scheme: 

a)  objectives of the scheme and rules of determining eligible routes; 

b) the proposed route(s) and the implementation time-table. 

c) information required from applicants; 

d) a summary of the appraisal process, including the ranking methodology which 

will be used in case of competing bids; 

e) a summary of the dispute resolution procedure. 

(26) Calls for tenders will always provide adequate time for response which will never 

be less than one calendar month. 

(27) The data supplied by airlines must be accompanied by an ex ante business plan. 

This business plan should inter alia include : 

- Rationale for the route, i.e. what markets is it trying to serve, such as 

point-to-point, onward connecting, business, leisure, inbound or outbound. 

- Information regarding the route: i. Airports being served; ii. Distance 

between the two airports; iii. Journey times by different modes; iv. 

Proposed air service provision; v. Aircraft type; vi. Catchment area size 

- Explanation as to why the route is not expected to be commercially viable 

during the period for which funding is being sought. 

- Evidence that supports the passenger number forecasts for each of the 

years covered by the business plan. 

(28) The business plan must clearly show that the route will become profitable on its 

own merits upon expiration of the aid, which can be no longer than three years 

after the commencement of the operation of the route. In the absence of a 

business plan for a route, the airline must provide an irrevocable commitment to 

the granting authority to operate the route at least for a period as long as the 

period during which it received start-up aid. 

(29) If, after the evaluation of the offers received, an offer to conclude an agreement is 

made to a carrier and a second carrier announces operating traffic between the 

same city pair without funding, the agreement under the scheme will not be 

concluded. 

2.8. Aid cumulation 

(30) The Lithuanian authorities intend to establish in both the calls for tenders and in 

the contracts eventually signed with the aided airlines, that the proposed aid 

cannot be cumulated with other types of state aid for operating the same route, 

including aid paid in another CEAA state. 

(31) Under the proposed scheme, the Lithuanian authorities will require all applicants 

for funding to make a “declaration of other state aid”. The aim of this is to 

identify whether other sources of public funding have been applied for or secured.  

In the event of other aid being present, the exact intensity will be calculated and 

the aid granted under the proposed scheme will be reduced to the allowed 

maximum (50% of airport charges) accordingly. 

2.9. National legal basis 

(32) The national legal basis for granting the notified aid is Government Resolution 
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No 228 of 13 March 20137. 

2.10. Budget and duration 

(33) The duration of the scheme is six years. The proposed budget for contracts to be 

entered over that six-year period8 is EUR 26.1 million, while disbursements will 

continue up to 3 years after the conclusion of the last contract.  

2.11. Transparency and reports  

(34) The granting authority will prepare an annual report for each financial year within 

three months of the end of the year and the Ministry will submit a copy of the 

report to the Commission.  

(35) The Ministry will publish on its website the following information on the scheme: 

(a) the full text of the approved aid scheme  

(b) implementing provisions, 

(c) the identity of the granting authority, 

(d) information on supported route(s), 

(e) the identity of the individual beneficiaries, the form and amount of aid 

granted to each beneficiary, the date of granting, the type of undertaking 

(SME / large company), the region in which the beneficiary is located (at 

NUTS level II). 

(36) Such information must be published after each decision to grant the aid has been 

taken, will be kept by the Ministry for at least 10 years and will be available to the 

general public without restrictions. Ministry's records will contain all information 

necessary for possible ex-post verifications of respect of the compatibility 

conditions, including eligible costs, maximum allowable aid intensity and the 

selection process of beneficiaries. 

2.12. Confidential information 

(37) The Lithuanian authorities confirmed that the present notification does not 

contain confidential information. 

3. ASSESSMENT OF THE AID 

3.1. Existence of aid within the meaning of Article 107(1) TFEU 

(38) According to Article 107(1) TFEU "any aid granted by a Member State or 

through State resources in any form whatsoever which distorts or threatens to 

distort competition by favouring certain undertakings or the production of certain 

goods shall, in so far as it affects trade between Member States, be incompatible 

with the internal market". 

(39) The criteria laid down in Article 107(1) TFEU are cumulative. Therefore, in order 

                                                 
7 Lietuvos Respublikos Vyriausybės 2012–2016 metų programos įgyvendinimo prioritetinė priemonė 258 

„Skatinti tiesioginių skrydžių krypčių plėtrą ir aviakompanijų pritraukimą į Lietuvos oro uostus“, 

patvirtinta 2013 m. kovo 13 d. nutarimu Nr. 228 „Dėl Lietuvos Respublikos Vyriausybės 2012–2016 metų 

programos įgyvendinimo prioritetinių priemonių patvirtinimo“ 

8 Duration of support to new start-up routes from/to Vilnius airport may be adjusted downwards, depending 

on traffic trends. 
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to determine whether the notified aid constitutes State aid within the meaning of 

Article 107(1) TFEU, all the above mentioned conditions need to be fulfilled. 

Namely, the financial support should: 
 

(f) be granted by the State or through State resources and be imputable to the 

State, 

(g) favour certain undertakings or the production of certain goods, 

(h) distort or threaten to distort competition, 

(i) affect trade between Member States. 
 

(40) State resources and imputability: Since the notified aid involves financing granted 

by the Lithuanian authorities, it involves the use of State resources and is 

imputable to the State. 

(41) Selective economic advantage: The proposed scheme will consist of grants from 

State resources allocated to airlines selected by the Lithuanian authorities to cover 

part of the costs borne for the launch of new services. The subsidies in question 

will give the beneficiaries a competitive advantage over other operators in the 

liberalised markets for passenger air transport in the EU, reducing costs normally 

borne by the beneficiaries for the expansion of their activity. As the public 

financing is directed to certain eligible airlines, to the exclusion of competitors, it 

is therefore selective. 

(42) Distortion of competition and impact on trade: When aid granted by a Member 

State strengthens the position of an undertaking compared with other 

undertakings competing in intra-Union trade, the latter must be regarded as 

affected by that aid9. It is sufficient that the recipient of the aid competes with 

other undertakings on markets open to competition10. Support by the Lithuanian 

authorities of new air services distorts or threatens to distort competition between 

airlines and affects trade between Member States as air transport services is a 

fully liberalised activity in the internal market, in which many undertakings from 

different Member States compete against each other. 

(43) On the basis of the above, the Commission concludes that the notified aid scheme 

involves aid within the meaning of Article 107(1) TFEU. By having notified the 

planned aid to the Commission and not having put it into effect before its 

approval by the latter, the Lithuanian authorities have observed the stand-still 

obligation under Article 108(3) TFEU. 

3.2. Compatibility of the aid 

(44) The Commission will examine the compatibility of the proposed scheme in the 

light of the 2014 Aviation guidelines.  

(45) The guidelines set out in points 138-155 several cumulative conditions to be 

complied with, in order for start-up aid granted to airlines launching new routes to 

be found compatible with the internal market under Article 107(3)(c) TFEU: 

(a) Contribution to a well-defined objective of common interest. 

                                                 
9 See, in particular, Case 730/79 Philip Morris v Commission ECLI:EU:C:1980:209, paragraph 11; Case C-

53/00 Ferring, ECLI:EU:C:2001:627, paragraph 21; Case C-372/97 Italy v Commission, 

ECLI:EU:C:2004:234, paragraph 44. 

10 Case T-214/95 Het Vlaamse Gewest v Commission, ECLI:EU:T:1998:77 
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(46) According to the guidelines:  

"139. Start-up aid to airlines will be considered to contribute to the 

achievement of an objective of common interest, if it: 

a) increases the mobility of Union citizens and the connectivity of the regions 

by opening new routes; or 

b) facilitates regional development of remote regions. 

140. When a connection which will be operated by the new air route is already 

operated by a high-speed rail service or from another airport in the same 

catchment area under comparable conditions, in particular in terms of length 

of journey, it cannot be considered to contribute to a well-defined objective of 

common interest." 

(47) The Commission notes that the aid is to be granted to encourage airlines to launch 

new routes from Lithuanian airports with fewer than 3 million passengers per 

annum11 to other destinations in the CEAA. The scheme's objective is to create net 

economic benefits by improving the connectivity of the regions involved. 

(48) As set out in recital (14) the subsidised new air routes will not duplicate high-

speed rail services since such will not yet be operational during the duration of the 

scheme. Similarly, as set out in recitals (11) to (13) the subsidised routes will not 

duplicate existing air services from airports in the same catchment area:  

 the Lithuanian airports (in addition to being managed by the same airport 

management company) are situated vis-à-vis each other at a distance by 

far exceeding the usual presumption of the catchment area of an airport as 

described in the guidelines around of around 100 kilometres or around 60 

minutes travelling time by other traffic mode.  

 closest non-Lithuanian EU international airport (Riga) is located at a 

distance of over 270 km from Lithuanian airports covered by the scheme.  

(49) For these reasons, the proposed aid can be considered to contribute to a well-

defined objective of common interest. 

(b) Need for State intervention. 

(50) According to the guidelines:  

"141. The conditions that smaller airports face when developing their services 

are often less favourable than those faced by the major airports in the Union. 

Also, airlines are not always prepared to run the risk of opening new routes 

from unknown and untested airports, and may not have appropriate incentives 

to do so. 

142. On this basis, start-up aid will only be considered compatible for routes 

                                                 
11 I.e. airports with actual average annual passenger traffic during the two financial years preceding that in 

which the aid is notified. These thresholds refer to a one-way count. This means a passenger flying for 

example to the airport and back would be counted twice; it applies to individual routes (see footnote 94 of 

the guidelines). 
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linking an airport with less than 3 million passengers per annum12 to another 

airport within the Common European Aviation Area. 

143. Start-up aid for routes linking an airport located in a remote region to 

another airport (within or outside the Common European Aviation Area) will 

be compatible irrespective of the size of the airports concerned". 

(51) As set out above, only routes to or from Lithuanian airports with fewer than 3 

million passengers per annum will be eligible for support, and only with respect 

to destinations within the CEAA. The Lithuanian authorities' method of counting 

passenger numbers is in line with the methodology of the guidelines, including 

the “one-way count” rule. This condition is thus fulfilled. 

(c) Appropriateness of State aid as policy instrument. 

(52) According to the guidelines:  

"146. The Member States must demonstrate that the aid is appropriate to 

achieve the intended objective or resolve the problems intended to be 

addressed by the aid. An aid measure will not be considered compatible with 

the internal market if other less distortive policy instruments or aid 

instruments allow the same objective to be reached. 

147. An ex ante business plan prepared by the airline should establish that the 

route receiving the aid has prospects of becoming profitable for the airline 

without public funding after 3 years. In the absence of a business plan for a 

route, the airlines must provide an irrevocable commitment to the airport to 

operate the route for a period at least equal to the period during which it 

received start-up aid". 

(53) As explained above, the Lithuanian authorities opted for this support method after 

the failure of the previously approved start-up aid scheme (N521/2010), the 

scheme which was approved under the 2005 Aviation guidelines, as its underlying 

requirements turned out to be too strict to incentivise airlines to bid. Notably, the 

previously approved aid scheme which was limited to partial subsidisation of 

marketing costs (costs which are clearly lower than airport charges) turned out to 

be insufficient to achieve the objective of improving connectivity of Lithuanian 

regions. Therefore the Commission considers that Lithuania has chosen 

appropriate policy instrument.  

(54) The call for tenders organised by the Lithuanian authorities will require applicant 

airlines to provide either an ex ante business plan for each route which must show 

the profitability of the route in question after the aid has expired, which in any 

case must be within three years. Alternatively, in the absence of a business plan, 

the airline must provide an irrevocable commitment to the airport to operate the 

route for a period at least equal to the period during which it received start-up aid. 

(55) This condition is thus fulfilled. 

                                                 
12 Actual average annual passenger traffic during the two financial years preceding that in which the aid is 

notified or actually granted or paid in the case of non-notified aid. In the case of a newly created passenger 

airport, the forecasted average annual passenger traffic during the two financial years after the beginning of 

the operation of commercial passenger air traffic should be considered. These thresholds refer to a one-way 

count. This means a passenger flying for example to the airport and back would be counted twice; it applies 

to individual routes. 
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(d) Existence of incentive effect. 

(56) According to the guidelines:  

"148. Start-up aid to airlines has an incentive effect if it is likely that, in the 

absence of the aid, the level of economic activity of the airline at the airport 

concerned would not be expanded. For example the new route would not have 

been launched. 

149. The new route must start only after the application for aid has been 

submitted to the granting authority. If the new route begins before the 

application for aid is submitted to the granting authority, any aid awarded in 

respect of that individual route will not be considered compatible with the 

internal market". 

(57) The fact that these routes are not currently operated, have not been recently 

operated, and are not planned to be operated by any airline, demonstrates that it is 

likely that the level of economic activity of the airline at the airport concerned 

would not be expanded to the same extent in the absence of the aid. 

(58) In addition, in submitting their business plans, applicant airlines will explain why 

the route is not commercially viable during the period for which funding is 

sought. 

(59) Finally, the aid will not be awarded where the operation of the new route has 

commenced before the submission of the application for aid. 

(60) For these reasons, the proposed aid can be considered to provide an incentive 

effect. 

(e) Proportionality of the aid amount (aid limited to the minimum necessary). 

"150. Start-up aid may cover up to 50% of airport charges in respect of a 

route for a maximum period of three years. The eligible costs are the airport 

charges in respect of the route". 

(61) The aid intensity of the proposed scheme will be limited to 50% of the airport 

charges incurred in the operation of the new route in question. The proposed aid 

is to be granted in respect of a new route for a maximum period of three years. 

This condition is thus complied with. 

(f) Avoidance of undue negative effects on competition and trade. 

"151. In order to avoid undue negative effects on competition and trade, where 

a connection (for example, city-pair) which will be operated by the new air 

route is already operated by a high-speed rail service or by another airport in 

the same catchment area under comparable conditions, notably in terms of 

length of journey, such air route will not be eligible for start-up aid. 

152. Any public body which plans to grant start-up aid to an airline for a new 

route, whether or not via an airport, must make its plans public in good time 

and with adequate publicity to enable all interested airlines to offer their 

services. 

153. Start-up aid cannot be combined with any other type of State aid granted 

for the operation of a route". 
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(62) As no high speed rail link will be operational within the region during the 

duration of the scheme and Lithuanian airports are situated outside the catchment 

area of each other and even further away from the other EU airports, undue 

negative effects on competition and trade will be avoided.  

(63) Moreover, only genuinely new routes that will not result in a transfer of 

passengers from an existing route involving another Lithuanian airport are eligible. 

(64) Furthermore, the Lithuanian authorities have foreseen enough time in the tender 

procedure to allow any third party believing that it could be adversely affected by 

the subsidisation of a proposed route to make its views known. 

(65) With regard to the requirement for adequate publicity, calls for expression of 

interest will be published in national and international newspapers, as well as in 

the Official Journal of the EU.  

(66) The Lithuanian authorities commit to ensuring that the start-up aid cannot be 

combined with other types of State aid for the operation of the same route. This 

condition is therefore fulfilled.  

(67) For these reasons, the proposed aid can be considered to avoid undue negative 

effects on competition and trade. 

3.2.1. Cumulation 

(68) The guidelines set out in points 158-159 criteria in relation to the cumulation of 

State aid: 

"158. The maximum aid intensities applicable under these guidelines apply 

regardless of whether the aid is financed entirely from State resources or is 

partly financed by the Union. 

159. Aid authorised under these guidelines may not be combined with other 

State Aid, de minimis aid or other forms of Union financing, if such a 

combination results in an aid intensity higher than that laid down in these 

guidelines." 

(69) The Lithuanian authorities will ensure that the proposed aid cannot be combined 

with other types of State aid granted with respect to the operation of the same 

route, including such aid paid in another Member State. This should thereby 

ensure that the maximum aid intensity of 50% applicable to start-up aid schemes 

will not be exceeded.  

3.2.2. Transparency 

(70) In the Lithuanian authorities confirmed that they will respect the transparency 

obligations with regard to the publication of details of aid granted, as outlined in 

section 8.2 of the guidelines. Notably the responsible Ministry will publish on its 

website the following information on the scheme: the full text of the approved aid 

scheme, implementing provisions, the identity of the granting authority, 

information on supported route(s), as well as detailed information the individual 

beneficiaries. 
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3.3. Conclusion 

(71) In view of the foregoing, the Commission concludes that the compatibility criteria 

laid down by the guidelines for start-up aid are complied with and the notified aid 

scheme is compatible with the internal market pursuant to Article 107(3)(c) 

TFEU. 

4. DECISION 

The Commission has accordingly decided not to raise objections to the aid on the 

grounds that it is compatible with the internal market pursuant to Article 107(3)(c) of the 

Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union. 

 

 

As this decision does not contain confidential information which should not be disclosed 

to third parties, as confirmed by the Lithuanian authorities, the full text of the letter in the 

authentic language will be published on the Internet site: 
 

http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/index.cfm. 

 
 

Yours faithfully, 

For the Commission 

 

Margrethe Vestager 

Member of the Commission 

 

 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/index.cfm
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