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SECTION 1.2

Description of the concentration

12 Provide a summary (up to 500 words) of the information provided under Section 1.1. Itis
intended that this summary will be published on the Commission's website at the date of
notification. The summary must be drafted so that it contains no confidential information
or business secrets.

Linde AG (“Linde”) is the ultimate parent company of the Linde Group. Linde's “Gas and
Engineering” business comprises Linde's worldwide activities in industrial (including
medical) and specialty gases as well as plant construction. Spectra Gases, Inc. (“Spectra’) isa
US-based company with its core business activities in the area of specialty gases.

On December 21, 2005, Linde Gas, Inc., a 100% indirect subsidiary of Linde, and the
stockholders of Spectra have entered into a “ Stock Purchase and Sale Agreement”. By means
of the concentration, Linde will acquire indirect sole control over Spectra and its two
European subsidiaries. Completion of the transaction is subject to the fulfillment of conditions
precedent, including various regulatory approvals.

The transaction relates to a number of markets for specialty gases and gas mixtures.




